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AL OF PAY YORK AND PAN GRESCENT AT CYP
by Morris Laub

Eurspean Execu
Couneil

(Mr, Morria La
February 18,
The follcwing

b, JDC Directir for Cyprus, bas sent us a report, dated
48? en the arrival of the ,above named ships at Cyprus.
hre oxtracts from his rgpért.)

4
in Cyprus had mads preparaticns for the arrival of the Pan
! escent, Thousands of beds had been stared at gvery camp - "
enirance and g general air of preparatisu for %he largs intake wag in -2

' evidence for weeks, Noous, however, cculd really foresee the arrival of the

ships at Cyprup without first ccming to Felestine,

On New Year's pve everybedy in camp and the entire staff wert %o bad o ‘,v
after weleuming the New Toar in with ne doubt in their minds tkat the ships o
would not comg directly ta Cyvrus, When we awoxs =n New Ysar'a*day there )
they were in Ihmagusta harbcur,

The disembarkgticn kegan at 10a,m, om New Year's day and procesded without
step for 82 hgurs, Werking on a 24 kour basia, For ths disembarkati=n a
contingent ~f Whe 6th Airborne Divisicen was brought sver frem Palestine,
These "Red Caps” are notorisus fer their toughness in Haifa, Here at all

timea they difplayed unfailing ecurtesy and helpfalness and seemed to be e
imhnedd with tHe general desire tn be <f aid, This seemingly cams frem the s
tcp and can aserited to the reiief of the military at. the fact they did o
net have to bjard the ships under fire. \%:'
me of the stipulaticas made ‘r:y?;he Captains of the ships with regard to ;'-;;‘

the bearding Jy the Navy was that every detainee be permitted to leave o e
tegether with|his cwn baggage and that the beggage Ue searched in his presenceé. ’{, »
As socn as the detainees stepped ashere The JDC made sure that it had mem— ..oy
hers of its slaff at the various searching points in srder to assist the «‘};f-'
detainees a nd to ease his way through the routine, Except fer five persond st
whe Were held| for questirning, the search and the investigatien of the =.72 15 f;-’

taggage went quickly aud almost everything was returned,

While the pecple were awaiting disembarkaticn the JDC was permitted to brirg
cranges aud npwspapers on hoard the ships end to elrsulste freely among #
the detainees} From the Captains of the ships we quickly 1ear:ued that there o
were mbout 30 tens of fmod and large supplies of medicines en toard and we s
agked permissii-n to unlead these and transfer them to owr stcre reocims. This Sy
wan quickly granted and the ‘day after disembarkaticn we sent a fleet of :

trucks down tpo remcve the surplus suppiies. ' SRS

A tetal of 15,230 persona. arrived akoard the two shivs. 2,483

ere under 14 years of age, includipg 534 infants under-twe, £
3,976 were bgtween 15 and 18; 3,580 between 19 and 30, 3,764 tetween 315
and 50, and|9R6 betweph 51 hand 83, 401 wk=wn, Practically every pro edl
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and trade was re;
- were 65.of the latter ) end from fishermen to farmers

Feod: The audde
adequate
wzg able to meet
fieur ¢n hand -anl
bread neeis nf t
rem-vad from the
the naia ve ooy
vevally given bty
gkirs,

Medicel Situatis

organizetion hellped to eln‘ar.a'ta wrdue herdahips,
Howgver,
disegses tvrmerly
chicken pox and pnemos,

prentiful,

kosnitalizeticn

diseases hatw all oeen pnspitalized.

nuriver c¢f adwitd

pregented in the group, “from ahochtm

~

p dewbling of cemp dctually faced us with the, preblem of
foc? supplies. Fortunately, beth the Army end the JIC -
this proulem quickly and succesfully. The JIO had encugh R
f more was quiexly disrtatched from Palestine to mest the o
hs supplerentary ratl ns supplied ty us. Ssme of tae foed Y
Dan 331::3 has, ¢ eewrce, csne In oulle hendy, ThWis, duwing
G purehade nu vegetatiles, a gieat doal ot vhe vegstables
c.h:'.?;.*iren and youlh geoups eama from the stocks «r the Fan

h: On their g*-r..val the ..m:nigrants appeared ge-lerag.ly healthy

and #i%, The relatively short jrurney and the good

Feed aad medicines were _
frar the first time, this group brovght us infestisus ; -
unkaswiin camp, These incluleld gsarlet fever; meades ,

Mps has been s~ yumerzus that isolstimm and

has been impossihle nut the cthar ceses ' f indscticus

Por abowb a week after the arrival, the v

theresfter lher
Lkeds ccecupied r
they had floum

transferred som

satisfacticn of|both the military authrrities snd the detsinees.
who arpived aboard the Pan shins were yousgz men with little

docltore
experiench but ¢
fields of medic
It s leartening
declqad to give
for lmmigraticn

medieal situatipn in Palestine created by the diswrdewrs. .

Infaats;
previj

totalled 102, gaddenly ratsed cur infants prpulatien ke ever 1,200 and we -

are fhced with o

the arrival of [the new tcats we immedis bely began negotiatices for a special --.-.’L;‘* =
iafants quota Whleh has qee::L guocessfuld;
the age af 2% yesrs, have sinde heen moved’ te Falestine with

children up to
their femilies|)

that tha infanis were well carel forq

h

pedlatricirn 3

in ¢réer to organize cur infants nelfare prcgram,
metion six infalm feeding staticns and mebilized all the help he couwld nmuster
detalnees themselves,
bpplied by
our infant mortali%y has remsined at approximetely nothing end thet no 2
b infanca disenses have come to ounr attention.

from ameag the
f2od kag been

serieus cases

Ghildrgn and Yruths

quota fer the

whe came hetwd
. L
4 ke

i

C e m

fne vho quickiy f£:und a useful field of wark inthe camp, ey

The H24 infants from the Pan shdpa together with the intake of the °

transfer of orphans and wmaccoapznied ysuth te Palestine.
These cleared raw}r all such categ-ries, with the exception: ef sims youth
en the end of the transfer and the aI'I'J.Vﬂl.nf

.
ey "‘J

avzes inte the hcspita]s gheied ni marked inecrease, but
was a sulden inciease 59 about 50% #n that- the number of
se to 280, The militavy awthoritles were prepered in that o
vet-rs cver from Palesthine, These heing i.nadequate ve

of tur wn camp Jovturs to the BY Hyepital in Nicesia to the

Mi.st ef

there is a group of very well kn.wn specialists in various .
and nstedorthy that this week the Tmmigratlin Cormittea )
special pri-ri%y t> a dozen phrsiciame and their families LT
tv» Palestine, This has Leen done 4o case the sericus

ns ships and the newlhorn, which in the month of January

very severe priblem, namely care and fseding of infants, W&th™

- ey

(tiost of the infants, ~ belng S
In the mesnwhile we did everything pussible to make sure - ".1;’“{;'- |
r. Walter Falk, a well-kn<wn -~ 25 mgd.
rmer staff member, was recalled to duty’ s
He gquickly set into e

Pai@stine and a

Lavettes vwere aappl“_ed and infanbe . ,{:

w2 all the timd. Tt is gratifying t+ note that . o

LGefore the arrival of the Pan ships we were successful,
in having tha Pelestine Govermment graat a specinl

+he Pan ships,
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"classas; the fofmer being for children between t he ages of 6 and 12 and™

adult Educeticul: The field of adult educatisn hes likewise not been neglec-—-
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When the Pan ships jarrived we were sgain faced with a serious pr'..‘bl %r '

they breught with them several thousend erphans and wnccompanied yo *bn' A ‘Eiit
The situation of|the children with perents was markedly different frem ﬁ%&}-’.ﬂ%}‘%ﬁ‘
of the crphan children. Tae former were lecenbly caréd fur, healbly,® hl’»‘%‘f’;‘ -'-;;" ToTE
seemingly well f$d end certainly wall clothed, The orphsn children sedfigdsid Tt
%o represent thelexact uppusite. Hundreds of them came 1lteraily in ragss ”!E*»,"'-t P
They acemed %5 bg tadly undernourished, unkempt and uncared fir, Tt

With the help of|rafugee and Falestinian “er.:ﬂnr-el we qulckly orare“iaed “‘f, :
three yeutl centprs., Affer sume persvadiin She A:my arxd ths Central’ ‘9,
Conmmitse assignpd encugh tents wo the children, We were in n—aed of stare’ -

te wrk with the ehl}d" ‘en and frantie cables L2 Paiestine were sent quickiy

and within bhreelweeks affer thelr arrival the Yeudh Aldyah sent thres . -

perawms to¢ direck the wark of the youbth centers in addisicn to perssns . I;‘ Vg
who vere flesn ofer Ly the various politicel mevements, The large numbergr-'-?; Aj;%e
¢f dwotors emablpd uz tc plave at least cme dscter aal cme or more nurses -‘,~, S

in each of the ecpnters,

_‘J .
.q |
Because ol the'spri-us tadernoucishment of many of the ‘children special focd - 5
supplemente havel been suppiiad by the JDC to the youth groups. The state :,” };;\j
of the chlldren's clething was pitiable, 4n eplidemic of seabias, aifec'tings, £ &“;: ,y»
ascut 100 ¢rildren, cowld ncv adequately e fought bzeause of the lack m?)‘r ,,' S
a charge of cloBhing, The JDG perswaded b~th the Govermment and the el
Central Committge to ellot 1,560 of the cutfits that bad just arrived to ‘f‘-::" T
the crphaas and fbhase were distributed, In additiua various ltems sut of

the S0S and Vaad Lema n Galed. Kafrissin colleciions were distributed.

¢ Pon ahips raiced the whole school prazlem all over agaln,

¢f the children in the yzuth cpn‘t-e*'s elped sclve this

ldren were concentrated in three moin divisions. The schaols . -
ergonized on nun-party lines to cater Yo sll children; y

e with paroats allke, The gchoanis were divided into general
asses; tlms thare were €2 genaral classes,formed and 47

;005 children in the general classes and 1,255 in the

ielasges in turn are divided Into preppra‘bory and IeguJ;ekar-&w% s

The coming f t
The crganizatic
beca use the ¢
were immedigte
¢rohans a1d tho
and Teligi-us c¢
religions with
rellg ous, -Thege

the labtter for fhildren ba'ween 13 and 17 yeaxs of =ge. The irmy has been i
gulck & meet the needs for the achouls in that they have supplled specia. i;‘: K3
tents, tables afd ‘benches, while cther supplles, such as tex‘n—b'.cks, chal'k,z,fc

pencils, note-bpaks, maps, blackheords, et.c.., game fram the JD3, Mest off

the texb—'bccﬂu{l_.ed are heing stenoilkd ani mémicgraphed right here in the‘ .
camp, - J ..‘:‘tf

. ted, The Rubenl-erg Fourdatisn had conducted, under JG
ausplaes, four mdults! seminars of 8ix weeks duratien each for 250 sthdorlta
at o time, Thibproved very fruitful in thot they brought some of the fo:.e—-
mest teachers dnd lecturers frem Falestine te the detainees and that they_ v
prepared a larde group of teachers who are now ueqcl ing in the schovls,
When the ships [came the seminars wers “expanded and cnce again the best
men ef Palestiile have been b.}:ught “here for the purpose.

EFTA Y

ehg
x*-.j'

rd of
The coming =f 1he Pan E;h.hp»hqng over vs here in Cyprus like tle swo
Dsmoeles for mpny moLy veall!ﬁ31 The anticipation turned out to be grimmer
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than-the recllity, The recec’j:,tion and settling dewn of 15,000 -edd Pe.i‘Soz‘i's . \ﬁf‘
was not an eay task, but we were atle to cverscme them thanks to the, . ~‘aid

rescurcefulness, initiative and devotion of all perscns caneerned — the ém
refugees themselves, the Central Committee and abcve all the members of the v
JDC ond Jewi dgency staffs, At all times befure azfd sluce New Year's ) 1’5\"‘
bey we have wrked in clcse harmony and it was indeed a pleasure to find oo

that even thyg mtst difficult problems can be tackled gulckly and satisfaiorily.

¥ AJDG AND TEE CYPFIUS CAMPS
Ly Maurice Pearlman

(The followirg are extracts frem en article prepared in February ky My,
Maurice Pearlman who spent & great deal of time in the Cyprus camps. )

Oyprus, to rgmentics, is the legendary island of Aphredite, Goddeas of Liove.
To current rgallsts, Cyprus is a British Crown Gsleny which feday s the
doubtful disfineticn ~f harbiuring the largest concentration of Jews in -
guarded comppunds of any country .in the world. February 1948 opeaed

with 31,000 Jews hehind harbed wire..... So far some 44,000 Jews, carried

in 33 Haganal vessels, made the attem;i to go to Palestine and were brought

to Cyprus,

Here in Oyprgs, threshold %o them «of thelr Promised Lend, the refugees _
walt until $ime turns them from "illegal’ inbo M™Megel" immigrants, Tre
5fficial a term for tnem 13 I.J.L.8 -~ 1llegal Jewish immigrants, Since
the 29 Nivembper United Matlioas Paxtiticn vote, even the army have bsgun
thivkizg of [[JIs as V"intending™ cr Mimpstient" Jewish immlgrants, Departures
for Palestink dre cperated vn the system of "first in, first cut". But
departires, Limited t3 a 750 & menth queta, can never keep pace with
arrivals, 4pd so by the time the camps are liguidated —~ Britain hes promised
15 May az the date, bubt this is probably the starting and not the closing
date — the ik of the refugees will have spent more than a year ln the
camps, : )

P

It i8 no legs than the truth.ta record thet during thelr long grim sojour?-:n
behind tarbdd wire, the prinecipal gleam cf hcpe and light has been provided .
by the devefled morale-and- oomfort-ralsing welfare services 'of the Amerdsgn. ™ 4

Jeint Distribution “cmmittee and the Jewish Agenoy for Palestine, Nowhere. ::{,v‘
have I found. sa sc¢lf-sacrificing a band of weorkers, s deveted %s the :—;s..&-’if
cause of theg pecple they have ccme t¢ succcur, Rarely has so clese an. A ey

R

intégration|of work and ldeas been achieved tetween AJDC and Jewish Age‘ncyr%%;c::%

o &

‘ | Refugees adminlster camps .

There are 1R éamps en the island, organized in threec-greups. 7 of the
cemus are tpnted; 5 are hutted, Each bas a military camp staff respsnsible
far supplyipg'the refugees wibh ratlcns, water, tentage and beds, and fuel
fer conkingl, The military guard is a separate army unit. But the
internalh jstratisn of the camps 1s In the hands of the refugees them- :‘w
selves, just as refugees are net allowed culside the camp, no grmy s
pers-,nneli‘:%néllcwed inside, excert at refugee invitetiom.

2 <. - 220, - Lo 2
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When the,:r reach §yp¥’us, the refugees are taken from-the ship £6'a “ic'e'ic"e; ‘tin?n.:* fﬁfi‘
centre where thef are searched, given a perfunctory medicel Inspection . and i ?’iﬁi
provided with an issue of 2 Wlankets ~ 3 in winter, ~ knife, fork, spu::ﬁ ‘w*“?’k_‘__{ 2
2 plates, a smelll seup or tea bewl, @ ccmb and rne hardtwel. Th;y are then o e

transported wnder gua vd to tlHelr camp site and the gates lucked behind fthem.2

From then sn. thef are on thelr cwn, e S
When they leave E\ircpe th fugee y oE §L}E¥
frr =mindstoatd 2 a I'ff gess ?re usua.LI!.y c})._'ganmet:.l in groups, ° i :.“;:
Ir‘1- HLNASLIatiye purpuses, on the lines of Zienist Pavties ia Palestihe. 23
Wien they ceach pamiy e2ch group ir allrtied quarvbters ; either tent cr hut »
space; accordingto ite slze, The srrivels, 1f %hey are numereus enocugh . : <o
to be assigned o compound to themselves, Porm a camp cammitiee. The leader - ‘ ':'S
cf the camp conmgittee wild act as liaisen with the military staff. The . A #39
committen usva.lly cemprises the graup representatives and ig the bedy res- a :ﬁt
punsible for the intemnal wdministratirn cf the camp -- ¢ntlection and J %
distributicn of jrations, sanitaticn, internsl erder, and the like, ) {53
“ s
Members of a peqty group wsually live nw & ¥ibmsz, 4 3 f"&:"&g
i Abhusz, group representative | g
drawe ratlons ffr all; focd is cnoked ‘fn a greup communsl kibtchen and -eaten” . ,'“%"
in a commmal dinlng rosm, laundering and the repair of elcthes and shoes ,‘k{,;fgﬂ
are perfernmed fr merhers as a gwoup service. Unekilled services are 5}%
carried sut %y fembers in turn om a regular roster. . Members of a Kibbutz = =¥ %
whe receive remlttances from abroad ususlly hand them to the communal poel T BAF
tz be vsed for the benefit of the grzup. Sl

r : JBC Bridges Gap _ .

Each camp comiptee sends cne or mere representatiges to serve on the , 0
Central Committge of Cyprus camps which is the supreme refugee body ou the S
island, The earries cut all its activitdes in conjunctien with the camp ~¢
ccomittees and pperstes through taen. '

Hew does the AJDC figure on the Cyprus refugee acene? ) T

needs, and nft¢n fall short cf that. The gap between refugee meed and

satisfaction hfd %o be bridged if the refigees ware not to suffer, o
= . "’,'E:q.-‘;, o '
That i%' where BIDC gtepped in, . - Y 3 hed q"ig

An¢ its lask efer since.has been to limit this gap, by trying to Pérsﬁgqg{: ﬂi:;}é.»: *
the authsritiel te discharge their full respeneibilities, themselves Provie 35

ding the suppllies when persvasion failed, and contribu‘ting g number of . %:3'”,_
obher serviced, vital for the refugees, but which the British autheritics

eould not be ected tn satiafy, .

The Cypras cafps are paid fur by the Palestine Government, eighty per c:ant

of whuse reve ue is aupplisd by Jewish taxaticn,

for the adult] refugés and for the childrven é alory rutes virying from 1,000
for an’ infant|under 1 year to 2,500 fur teen~agers. The figure is nob
always attained, If it were nut fur the AJDG- supplements, the ref}lgeqs

(n paper, the|British pravide an average of 2,200 calories nf food a day

wauld go perpgetually hgng-r;r. RS ORS
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AJDC food supplpments ensure that whatever ‘the -r"e_f"ugees".’r.’eéé':f{:r'“‘-’?‘J"‘.“;nm‘::;%}:é‘:“& e
" ~army, their daily diet is smple end veried, and perSems, such as .sick, young-mi# fas
and pregnant, rTpeeive speeial allocatidns, i ' N TS TEE
. TR
As fer shelter,imore than 60 per cent of the refugees sleep in tents and =~ - 1‘;
the rest in Nisgen huts, There are an average of elght t3 a tend 13 feet. - i"f::‘r?:f"'
ty 19. A Nissep mut of 16 féet by 40 has 18 persons, - - '?J%
The British supply of clothing was adequate and reascnable for the first oo &i .
shiplcads ef grants divarved *¢ Mypmms and agein bwo weeks agn when B
%000 comgilete bubfjbs were delivered, But during almost the whole of
1947, immigrantp received nd clething whatever frcm the authorites, The R
refugees who arrived were btrought from Halfa -wheve they were separated frem 3 .
their ki%, which underwent a thortugh sesrch, znd was senl en seperately in - »ff‘r
huge unasseried| heaps. By the time o kit btag was delivered to a refugee - e
scmebimes it nefer was — most of the contents were nissing, This meant “ %’5“
that the refugeps hed no change of clothing, 4nd nene was provided, G-’ whi;
ditions reached] such a pass when I lived in the camp that tent linings - . e
were vipped and| bed canvas torn to provide trousers and shirts for the needy. ' ;i
ATDE add ; : LS
¥ raach tp help ¥ut it was nct acle te do g0 fully tecause of the ped 38
rore urgent neefl ‘of the refugees in ths carmps of Germaay and Austria,. S@S %tﬁg
bundles were dibtributed via AJDS and useful supplies wers received from \%.5':33‘

the AJDC sisterj organizatisns in Australls and South Africa., The Pelestinian S
Gemmittee for the Cyprms refugees, Tun under the aegis af the Jewish Agency,  mifid
alsc helped harfzomely with new clothing menufactured in Pelestine, These -
distriburime tfded the refugees over the vorst winter menihs,

Incidentally alll AJDC clcthing is handed to the cemp committees who make
thelr distribution through the grcup representatives, :

Operates Refugee Medicel Service
But food and clpthing by ne means exhoust the needs of man. The AJDC
provides Pslestfinian dectors, dentists, nurses, kindergarten specialists,
and sccizl welflsre Workers who understand the speclal proYlems, needs and
langasge of thg refugees; snte and psstenatal care for mothérs, educationdl
servkea for thy children - frium teachers to blacklLosrds; aduit education
progran; ocjects <f piety; tocls and materials for vocational training C Ty
centers; a cerffain amount of furniture and recreationsl supplies; in short, i
the manifeld mfteriz?s and services that ma¥e life tclerable and thet arTé 4™
by no means Tedardsd as luxuries by the common fwld who live in freedom, -

Maintenance of |health is the principal need after food, clothing end shelter, & ¥
ry apart, the whole of the refugee midical service is operated
When the camps were opened medical supplies were provided
ne, The army soon contributed 25 percent and has now raised
t, The current staff braught over from Palestine by AJIG~
eneral prectitisners who supervise the médicsl inspecticn
corpound; a specizlist pediatrinslan; opt*lmlmolc;gist H

& director and three dostors for the refugee wing at the
Nicc®ia militafy hospital; 4 dentists; 17 graduste nurses, 11 of whom

work at the ho$pital and six in the cemps; and 9 childrenia nurses w}y: Wo;-k "
in the cemp crgches, These Pelestinians are aided Wy refugee professionals—
65 dectors, 7 flentists, € dental mechanics and some 150 nurses.” These o
refugee assisiénts receive a special allrwance In the form ef a Wweekly chit ..

by AJDC staff,
Ty the MDC al
it ta 50 perce
gengista of 2
cirinles in eac
gyneecologist;

which enables phem %¢ buy five shillings-worth =f supplies at the camp -
- "b‘ " ’ ?w\?"“" - ! " 5 - h e .{1: L3 ‘.'
$‘€;-‘*::{‘ l.;\;_,‘ g -:i' .‘z,‘g.ji: ;t’:,;i ,-"u '.222.‘:'. . ey ,}' . ) {_1-%%:2}:- P .
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canteens, Dcetcrs rece:we three chlts a week U]?hé%e chi*l‘,s‘ SLyR¥T
.7 "look like bank@otes with Hebrew and Emgl:l.sh texts ivand. signed by gtj:le""AﬂDG’; i

I3

o
=
."L
I

director in Hebrew,. They are knuwn as “Joint gef’a'l and af¢ as valid -‘bender-_

in the c¢amps a% ordinary money. -
E There hnveheen gurpriaingly Pow outbreaké ef‘épidemic'in the camps,’ ~ -
, ' Bducation of Childrem

The eftveation Pf childzen in the Gypms camps is one of the glowing

chapiers in the wihappy story of these borbed wire compounds, and n

remarkavle tripute to the selfsnerifice, ingepuity and singl e-minded purptse
of, ATDS; Jawish Agency and Youth Aliyzh representatives,

L T HeTe - was the plcture, Scaltered through the camps were thousands <f ) : :fz.%?;fg:“i
youngsters, They nad come from different classes, different s:2cial back- . el
grounds. BPachihad a different story, Ome thing they shared in commen, \ e,
* A1l were young|Jews who had spent $he ver years in- Europe, which meant ey
that -mcst were|crphans, msst had suffeied. T g
Co ' - : - A0 7
Loehoe Févw had bad an} nermel echooling. Most hwmd had their heme Iives shattered ?u.h*,i{_‘f-}p
. at the mztbreak of the war and hud wandered rcund . Burwpe ever since, I 4o ‘{:;;ﬁ;
.o “travelled with|800 ~f them én a Haganah ship last spring and ceme to Cyprvs ) ..o
-~ with them, Sohke Were -rpnsned when they were still tcddlers., Some gpent the, * <"
. wur years in alcocncentration camp, Scme had used the cremstorivm roreciurt -
T as thelr playgpounds Scme hed witnessed mass shooting of Jews in their
village. ®eme| had spext leng manths in.dim caverns, never seein g the sun
feem cne seasoh to the next, Some had been Lrought up in Chuistian homes .
-and hrought bagk by Jewlsh relief bedies after the war, Scme lived ; : .
‘ yith partisans| Some had fled to Russia from Poland, lived in Sikeria and .o
. Usbekistan befpre their repatriaticn, Some had trevelled with Russian 3
/o soldiers as madests <f the Red Arcy. ' ff
. . , ;&" o! ‘
This wag the yBufng human rMeverdal nsw in Cyprus, The vitel urgency was to .. ‘?{i‘%
‘.give these youpgsters new values, root out the memory and, sn cceasim, the w—’u’{;‘%@
autlegreial prietice; of the tragie past, fit them for a lifs wf conatpuctive _.’.{;ﬁ-ﬁ :..,,é}
' _piu,neering in Pelestine zs’.civilized members of a: new soclety. d, };:;‘_*“*f"' :

Al the beginnihg of 1947 AJDC and Ycuth Allysh, the Palestinian body SR Ao
- .resuonsible fof youth irmigration, care and training under the Jewish . 'A%, .0

‘Agency , form ted joinL prcposals for’ educatmg the children on the 1inga. j '-;« N

v a.mc director, prepared a plan ts eshcentrate all the children from the :.ﬂ__}_w: EASEN,

. _“vawicus camps fntc & single compourd to be run as a Children's Villege. »K, Firges

. This village whs estﬁblished in April 1947, and vas indeed one of the 7 ;
atrangest vil ges in’t he world,

The yuungsters|were rfganlzed in comounal groups, Six specmllst instmctors

were broaght firom Palestine o act as responsible" house-masters, teaching * N

. * . specisl subjects and traihing the group guides. The standard Youth Ailyah " =

' curriculun was amended %o suit camp conditiens. AJDC gradually ﬂuppl:l.ed
text ‘bdcks, mabe bocks, penci‘ls, blackboards, matting, for imprevised

clasgrooms ,»sl.mg “hetween rehs-of huts and Fents. benches and tablem and

J.ux lampa for fighting, But“‘in the prelimlnary weeks ¢ven these minimal

swt‘}pp‘l:.es uere J.ack.mg,» and T, I:r.'eca]:l visi ing‘a class in sessicn In the
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of water in the camps — with-the ch;.ldren seated cn the: r:;g'. 5,

cwding to glance at the sing..ke tex"—-bock, the ieacher 1ear}ing *‘*'&dw
t; and-vsing the cerrigated ircn %all.as a tlackbeard, ° LT

cement floor ¢
against a fauc

. mj;gf
a . .{!1"'{““‘1".' :_“
Yet the sunces 'cf the Children's Village was startling. This success, “ e

nough, served t» spotlight the sbsurdity of keeping these ' v = ~¥
soners hehind barhed wice, AJDC and Touth 4ltyah tesk 38, 7
to apprrach the Eigh Cemmiseloner £ Palestire direst, and )
aLliwy the childran of Cyvrus to exmigrate to Palesiins

umzu. Cenningham conaidered the request sympathetinally,

essed with the arguments that he per.auac.-ed the British Lo
pprove, Thet was how the Youth emigration ahead of schedule ; .
cvember 1947, the first beoatlead cf youngsters left the -

ge «f Camp 65, Cyprus, for the children's villages and -
Pelestline, . . c T

paradoxically
c¢hildren as pr
upcn thenselve
to 2rge hin o
immediateiy,

and wes so imp
Gc-_vernment ta
was born, In
Chiidren's Vil:
sevtlemzants in

I

Adult Educatilcn

This scheme ¢
in the camps a
usually; with
program, opera
ty &DC and Yo

ers tnoaccompanied youth and crphans, Butbt there s‘bill rema:.n\%‘\
number «f children wlio are here with their Farents, or, mOre

ne parent. TYor them AJDC runs &.comprehensive beaching

ed by ten teachers brought from Palestine snd pald for Jcin‘l'-Iy
th &idyah. They are assisted by lceel refugee teachers and. '

group guides. |AJDC supplies of text and note books and the ncrmal pel pers. P E
sshulastic reqirements nore niw adequate, AJDC empleys a numbar of refuTee7
tz cook for thg. youngeters, lawder and repair their c¢l«thes, and perform A
varicus adminigtrative services with the schscls, Some 400 are so empleyed,

- »
The general pré¢gram of eduesticn for the adults ig directed by Jewish
Agency emissaries.and representatives of the warisus Zicnist parties whe g
have been sent|frem Palestine. They 2 re alded to a Llimited extent bty AJID, '
msstly in the $upply of broks, newspspers and pericdisals, and recreational. . -
equipment. Injthe last eight months, however, &JDC, jaintly with the U -
Palestine Rub }‘erg Foundetion and the Jewish Agency, has sponscred a series: .:;-_- }@g
of intensive spminors in the scclal sclences for seiected- adult students %\;j ) ,g::’

tetween the ag
Frundaticn hav
250 gtudents &
cpened this mo
811 instrugtio

s of 18 and 20. Six speciaglist imstyructoers from the Ru't.enrerg e
been sent over to direct the courses which lagt six ueeks, 5
e enrolled f.r each seminar course, and the sixth seminsr
th, So that already scme 1,250 refugees huve graduated,
is irn Hebrew and there are six hours of lectures a day.

a branch ia each of the three camp groups, and esch bas

m, either tent cr Nissen htt, for the use only of studenus

hn are stiil waiting their tum to emigrate to Palestine,

es have been brooght frem Palestine, includipg reference q:;,«‘_,%;

available on the vpen ghelves., Advenced tus:rials are glvaz ,M, \a%

nian instrwctors for graduates after seminnr hezrs, The

ameng the Sinest Palestine has to offer. They include an ;4 ‘,n .ﬁ;

eccndary acheols and a lecturer at the Hebrew Tniversity. "f' . {f‘?
. o ?

The Seminar has
its reading r¢
and gradvates
Some 5,000 vol
haeka whieh a
1% the Pales
Instructars a
inspecter of

R2L,
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Fur the religiofs elements aneng the camp population AJDC has pr-..v.:.ded

an impressive 11st of czbjects of pilety.

tu: the ryrile a

The prevision o]
even in an crde]

the camps were
tackied by 43N0

camps, The app
fr3m the bakeri
isiand in 4ime,
also crdered fr
would give a cc
glimpaed Palest:
their Promised

There were at tf\

their first Fes;

Jew, 1s a festi
conmznal settle
8 ccardingly or

They range from prayer bozks

d palm fcr use rm the Feast' of Ta'bernacles, TN ¥
" 80 he‘_berogeneous a vatiety of supplies would.be cemplicated  civnss
fed and free scciety, The first Passover arfangements after e ff
¢pened highlight the way in which such priblems have been t :’*:}.‘.
.r.‘=§§.
2
tirle - March 1947 - some 12,000 fefurgees in the Cyprus _,.5.-_ ™
priate quaniity of Matzoth, unlenvened bresd, was orderad ‘“",r
s in Palestine, and spane chartered in ships to reach the oo E
Wine, sufficient tn give each refugee frur giblets, was pgﬁ‘;

pm the Kosher cellars of Palestine, AJDC then felt that It
nisidernble lift to the merale of these refugees, who had e
Lne and then heen aharp'ly dragged away in caged vessels seeing
[and vanish through the wire grill, if they could celebrate

bival ¢f Freedenm in traditional style. Csrp, 1o the Fureopean . &
ol dish, In the last few ydars mony of the Palesbtinian . % wfls
pents have started hatcheries.in which carp are bred. AJRC Ve
lered thres tans of fresh carp frem the Palestinian hatcherles;; f?-l AR

in edditisn to phe unleavened bread, the wine, the special herbs tasted e
ca “the Passover| night, But the prc_‘\.bem did n:t end with the trsmsmission of | S
an crder, The| fish had to be caught the dhy befare they were to be eateén, LT
erated, iced, transported fren the hatcheries to 2 waiting ship cherstered R
Ly &JDC; deliveped to Cyprus, poss customs, taken to the eanps, disbiributed o
to the various pmmpsunds and inturn te the kitchens, and cocked before

reaching the sover plate. Iy o veritable miracle of crgenizaticn and

an atundant vellme of gondwill on the part of all who cooperated — AJDC, :
British 4xry, Thlesiinian settlements, carp ecomittess and refugee ¢eoks —~ i
the Passcver sypply plan succeéeded, A4nd the Crprus refugees, celebrated one )
cf the most memprable Passovers of their lives, ranged in amphithestrical ~ - ; .
tiers reund = I:J.qti?"rm in sthe ¢pen air which the refugees had thenmselves e .%"W .
slaved for a mgnth %o complete for the great might, 4 spesial Haggadah ~ PEUEE et
service was redited, with %Sopioal allusicns, for each person who par’o:l.c:_pated N “‘-’a.}"fﬂ
felt himself af TERT

hed embarked ¢n their great exodus to the Promised Land..

In addition te
the ‘refugees a{
variety of mats
te drametic.cis
welfare supplis
stages,

¢ne With the ancient ChiZdren of Israel whe in their day T g

these majcr spheres cf assistance which heve helped ts. give
least 2 tolerable existence, AJDC has provided a IﬂlEIcBIl&n
rial help net eesily categorized, It has given equipment '

cles and athletics and sporting groups, and a wide range oi‘
s. AJDC also susidizes the camp canteens in their initiasl

Canteens

Each. simpiund

o

s its canteen, which is 7un by 2 representative of the camp ,p;f s phr

committee and profits go to the welfare of the entire cemp, AC ssinas a el h‘;’.
nevw camp is cpgned AJDC supplies the csmmidtee with the initial capital e ,Lw ‘g;;
Refugees vhe petrenmize it are those whe have managed tq 4¢,~$‘3:’ﬁ7;f”§-ﬁ

start the cantgen,

retain 2 littlp money; or who rezeive remiviances from relatiges abroapd; a w"
- 225" . 3
!.\'m_ ' .‘tﬁ{t ] - .{\‘
i, . - 0y
S S ot v T
N - %, ERR NG
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= - few ‘who darn a llttle money in the eamps by doing’ g 's

o e nt
Jobs for |individusl refugees; and the refugée Workers for AJ'DC"who‘:-recafﬁe
their vwedkly chit in 4JDC scrip. There sTe at predent’ some 2,400 “refu se r_,., z
workers In receipt cf an AJDG chit ..

But help|in the form of material supplies by no means exhausts ‘bhe mnifcld
services |provided by AJDC fer the Cyprus refugees, AJDC runs a Tracing

of Relatives department, operated by & Pslestinfan and eight refugee assise I
tants, sgrving the twc-—way' needs of relatives abriad secking refugees !
in the cgmps and vice versa, \i\

Three trdined AJDO special workers aided by a refugee ataff of seven gerve
the needd of indivudal refugees and families who are not 2 ttached te a

kihbutz grovp, and take care of the Mawkwerd! social ceses and the vquet‘y
of persc 1 preblems which individual rafugees hay have.

.,‘

One AJLC|worker has been specizlly assign'ed ts deal with perscnal fihaneial
problemsf This resolves itself largeiy into cashing remittances received
from abrpad, The refugee cannct himself go to the poest office to cash
it, f5r he is not a free man, 4nd up to scme months age the post office
refused; pc honcur an crder unless prc.sented by the payee. A4FDOC now.itself
- enderses| money drafts and Scme thousands eof eases are dealt with sach week
v by its special departzent, - N

AJIC is the princlpal llaison office between the refligees and she British
civil and military authorities, AJDC has in turn, and had particularly
during ths early menths, to be firm in refusing what 1t considered should
rightly be supplled by the British, w~ocssienally there will be a jaint
contribytien, But in the main AJDC has had itself to cperate the major
services| easing the lct of the refiugee,

AJDC 1s pon-politilcal, Tt has in faet been able to sperate in the warlous
ceuntri of Furepe and the Belkans with syeccess precisely because it 1is
ities, Yst it can be racorded thatnany British pclitical decisiecns
the Cyprus refugees have been altered as 2 result of an &4JDC -
report - r mamcrandum, The current scheme wherehfin.{'ants and chlldren are

ATDG T resant.etlcn as to the requests of the Jewish Agency and Youth % -

.&

R N &
Laub in Charge ) T

L™

. wa

5
e

On the purely sdministretive s:l.de, 4JDC pers»nnela re cut to the minimum, -
For the|first six menths of its cperatlcn, Morris Laub, the AJDG direc‘t':r,

k . ’ probab * the cnly friericans in the worldwho recelvs their mstmc‘bion]:eh
. barbed pire, guarded by armed trcops, He now has, as his assistant,

Joshua [eibner, am Amerisen nurtured Palestinian, He has the charm, ¥ .

sPmpliclity and automatic influence of the Palestine picneer,_accepbe%-as HY

a broether by the refugees. His son,teo, altends the camp schocl b ¥

and Len.Fner have the overall directicn of AJDC work In the island.
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now have three field representatlves, Lne, wit.hye ch-of they Bmhp B9 pﬂ Foo it ;.;
to whem the camp field Workers-are imnedi tel.ﬁ"respons:.ble ¥ h ﬁ %l“? R
men of calibre,|English speaking” Palestinians » Who,in add?‘c’ﬁm senireés BN
liaison officerp tetweent hé refugees-and local military camp staffs,” vu fﬁ%

i '?4?”- & .
- . ik 5
The AJDC are do an impregsive job in Gyprus and they feel 1t is “fruitfui 2 'ﬁ ~'..£':
AJDC are conacipws 21l the time that every'bhing they do te raise the moral o -, iﬁ“i@
end physical stpndards of these felk is net enly a current humanitgrian need E,sj;j‘:
but is also a direct contribution to the future ¢f Falestine. 'For if the "
refugees can axpive in the Holy Land fit ard well 1, instructed and spritwelly -z'i;
heaied af‘se]; thpir European ravages, Palestine can settle down that much b 5
more qulckly to| peaceful constructien, .
Arrivals: ‘_
March 5, 982 Itulgarians including 597 men, 334 wemen and 51 children, \
Departures: ‘ BRI
) =5
Marech 10, 195 Heuth to Palastine being third betch under special youth <z
gucta,
T ADEN
Dr. J. L. Magnés, Chairman of the JDC Middle East Advisory Ccermittee in
Jerusalem, haa|applied to the High Jommissicner for Prlestine for
extTa queta lgration certificates f4r 953 crphans new in Aden,
676 of these ofphs ns are be;ing maintained bty JDC 1n a camp at Hashid, —
12 miles from aden City. The remaining 277 orphans are being- maintained
by JDC in Aden|City. Inelrded amcng these orphans are €0 who are-the éhil-
dren of the 33|families whose parents were killed during the attacks on
Jews dn fAden 111 Decenmber 1947.
he cemp which|{JDC maintains at Hashld, contains 3,850 persons, In gden i
City, JBG is ppsviding relief for 2,500 persons, .
EMIGRAT ION Fax
;&
The JDC Emigrapicn Department statistlcal report for December is based on ', . '%j__f‘,;‘_,_ -
data submitted] by 39 offices. The fcllowing December figures are, therefere, . ™
inccmplete andf subject to ccrrecticn, . oo :,. :ié-. ;
. ’ 5;*“"‘:';:;:;_.._
. CUMULATIVE TOTALS - - ;
Assisted Departurts to Destipstion Ceuntries: DECEMBER Jan, 1 - Deg, 31 h -
~To the UNITED STATES from Germany & Austria T 1ol 3,388
-T¢ the UNITED STATES (Other than abcve) 158 1,864 ;
~To PALEST 991 8,249
-To SOQUTH RICA end CENTRAL AMERICA 427 3,450
~To EGROTE |[for Repetriatiocn and Besettlement. T 456" 4,920
=Tc cther jverseas sotntriss 273 1,213
-Destinatiqn not reported - ) 158
TOTALS 2,106 23,751 .
assisted Dpartures to Burcpeen Seuntfies of TooL LT
Tranaih enlroute to End Destination Countries: 1,250 12,766 .
. ) L. -
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+«{Mr. Charles .Tor:lan, JDC Director for Shanghal, is now in Neg York where TR
he gddressed a JIC Staff Meeting mn Moreh 1,) ~
- o i

Mr. Jerdan stat
heretofore sine
emigrate, chief

that Shanghai nn longer presents the same problema ag P
cnly 6,300 refugees remain. Pegple are continuing to . ,%; x
%o the U.S. and o soms extent te Austrelia, but many are g
reing rejectad the U.8, consul kecause cof health reasons a‘qd questicnable . FT.
records. This gresents sarlous complicabions sinee if 2ne memher of a “
femily is rejeefled, the cthers do not want to lesve him behind, Although
perscns rejecte for health reascns may apply again when their esandition
improves, in thyq casé of these with questicnable records, there is nc further
recourse, The gatter of the over-subseribed quotas alac is a great hindrance
to emigratica t9 the U,S, and cnly a change in our emigratien laws cen
remedy this sityatich,  There are st present 260 children on the German
quota who cannoy emigrate since one or the other parent is on an oversub-
scribed ncn-Gergan quota, Os far as emigration to Australis is concerned,.:
the law specifigs that ex-enemy sliens cennot be acmitted, Germsns and
Acstrians withedt pessports have been ccnsidered as steateless up to the
present since there was no consulate for either country., Hewever, a compli-
catlen has srisgn with the reopening of on office w the Awstrian censulste
‘ which is ready }o issue pessports to fermer Austrieon naticonls, If Austrians
oktain such paspports, %hey are then ineligible for emigration toflustralia,

PR,
<N

The adminlstratfive problem in Shanghni hes become smaller since cnly cne i
camp is now heipg run by the JDC,” (“nsequently the administrative staff has -~ 3
been cut end thiis causes great herdships partieularly for the stateless <
refugees sinece fthe IR0 is nut permitted to smpley them. : .

anghai has been reduced frem $120,00 per month to .&OOZCOO
cticns can be expected. f the total refugee pepulation of

The budget in
and further re

© 6,300 abeut 3,500 receive menthly cash grants from the JDC emounting teo ° .
$14,40 per copita and about 83% ¢f the trbal receive supplemsntary aid frem -
the TRO, in addition to 12-in-cine rations and clothing, Mr, Jordan expressed- N
thanks for the [1,C00 men!s suits which had been sent cut for distribution, o
5N . The group cf tybercular patients is grewing constantly and these individuals o S
";,\ ) will eventually have ta be repetridited since thelr chances of enigrating . i@: e
! at a future date are very slin. Mr, Jordan reperted cn s 19 year old boy ~4iEssdsy
T suffering from|tubercular meningitis who had been saved by streptomycin o g _&
_ shipped ¥y JDCtNYC, and he urged that they be kept supplled with this véry V. f»%‘"
B valtable dxug, . ‘ R
¥ o e
There are = ‘fe'*l bundred German and Avstrian Jews in Japan who have appezled., we wi
%0 the JDC for|help in psying transpertaticn costs to the. U,S, and etker .7-%. & e
couniiries, Thpse people went to Jayan before the war mostly as representativ"ea . "é‘;,}w_
of German or Apstrian firms or on thelr own business, Although they were . LI_;';‘-;{_-fn:;f
segregated during the war, they were nct interned. It 1s M-, Jordan's . ifi"s,g_‘-, ﬁg}r
feeling thatl .sfince they are in no danger, thelrs is not an Smergency problem EY 2.*2.7“-
. of rescue and [therefore, we cannct help them Wwith funds, Some of the Army « -‘3;_-_‘5“_, _;'_:::_
T , chaplains who [have Leén in .Tapan, feel we should assist then, . " {J’ﬁ
. , * E“-x '1{;;2{.3}
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1) JDC New Yprk:
be respansfible for all work 4n Latin America,

ather dubises

¥t

t‘n ;;;.,i u@«“\f%&*
: 't...

In addition to nis
»| Me, Pilpel will also be responsible for the Humanian, Bulgarian,

Greek and Yugpslavicn desks,

2). The specipl emergency UTA drive for $50 million hes received sash
totalling cver $27 millicn as nf Marsh 1,

3} Dr, Saohwartz is scheduled tw return to Paris Marsh 15 or 15.

3

4) Mr. Beckdlman returned to Paris March 12,

5) Mr, Fishdr left fer Waxsaw March 13.

6) Dr. Sshmjd* is now in Budapest,

7} Miss Evelyn ilersey and Mr. Irving Fastecu haw been appointed Welfare
fttachestto the kmerican Embassies in Cairc and Poris respectively, It

1s understos
raive their
they will se
in the areas
standards an
cf the pruhl
Attache on 1
Ampnssadar ¢

8) Miss Ber

{Nothing in

i that they will serve, as lislison offlecers for sgencies which
finds In the U5, but operats overseas, Tt is anticipated that
ve in -the following ways: a) Survey the sosialfielfare needa
they cover., b) Interpret the local governments our own

i program of sceial welfare, ¢) 4chieve more intelligent handl ing
ems of s*randed American citizens, d) Coocperate with the Cultural
he program of exchange students, e) 4ct as ccncultont te the

h sscisl welfare preblems.

nstein is-expiected tc return te Paris from Greece March 18,

M.8,G.

this bulletin is to be reprcduced, )
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In order to elimlnnte overlapping, Mr. Skorneck will r5$§§§




