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“t‘ e meeting, of

3 Inearly:June 1947, with UNSC@B in‘Palestine prepating.for »
¢iIN. Gegieral Assembly i September, ihe‘*temptatlon*for afhezMo 1t ito scorea
irélatiop$/Conip proved irresistibite: §t-alsd responded to@Yiga‘r: fpisical to his
ne meul‘opéftUexpedzt&the thovent oﬁéhlpspreciselydzmﬂgthf :period.?

+4'y StartinginrlateFune 1947 over4 GOODPS ‘were:transported:frofn:
! frihermﬁahce mmne dfthe mostambl ioys and:complex érationd|the
Adiever et Wasnecessaryuhabx- isit:
Bredby%&mehtonmhraummnhes Toiavoidthepleparationiotis
Msircel:Pagésy'presumably'atthe-réquestof. hisifriend L bbe
e collective tdantsit: visa Woﬁlﬂ»ﬁuﬁce’for»l\dimstryfoﬁ
joses. ﬁv%themmecohstram e gr#soﬂthe*Mossaﬂ concocigd \
itious fist:6£::858 wouldebé: ?dehv:etbﬂﬁtdoh:[am‘e}» Ages'
:_“e;aAfﬁﬂly,alithohsedxtiolleétlv . Asqli

‘néul in$he-Ainéricar Zone. omza».ﬂuﬁe R

wice thaongmaknumber Onteiagdin: Mitiistr
position to!irass: mbverionits-of this:iatire g behy
eteassembled and: split:into-five gfGups.Fhree. madw%e
{ilie'DPs together-with hastily arranged forged ga
ehitity calledi The Jewish ReéfugeerAid. SOCIéth They
ther:essentials: by the Haganah:c comﬁlandm Germany, a&;they setioff droséthé
rench- Zone to the borderawith Frarice:” The-other immi ; usingfrespedt vety,rc-
" the-twocopiesiof the -authentic collective visa, boarded: specially=charteréd #rains-
deai Munich. ‘These included-some DPs from.Bergen-Belsent in the:Bf tlsh‘Zene who
> Bad. beensecretly smuggled into the Américan Zone, the:pointof dépégtire® ‘The:
hole operation-was carried- outwvxth mﬂ;ta.ry* precman and Was cbm eted wthm

éight days. '

dififatiniany had

to Marse;llbs xwhere the;z had been:acdomzﬂodatedf mraﬂlai:gegmm £ Fivate
hOllSéS They‘had: rémamédandoors for a;penod oﬁtwowdeeksmd tbeeeded by

eﬁulhmatead&shnhﬂon. 'Jfomb‘ét%thls need, the:Mossad.mih
oonvmee,ﬂie*Commhlahaﬁensuls to ﬁlfmsh &Ioad.of blanks:

transm’camps Imthe;space ﬁt"h:few dwﬁs;vﬁththe*acm <
photographers of Marsillegandthe IMbssail? s:expertteam
was accomplished:*® Hiadari himselfiwas.one of the team wha
washroom.of his hotelu ' S e

zmm% g
3Ibm‘ ‘ e

Halamxsh, 47. _
3 Halamish, 57.
"Ibm' A7
*BenDawd, 267 Co e e d
® Arigh. ? Shamt Avi crela viv; 0701), 212.

%(z‘;mﬁ mewm 1 ’1«41;

Jnfdrmatson later- gl@aned by CID. offrcers in I—Iarfa from the-ign grants who .
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;Br;msh sn_weﬂlance of the Pxesﬁent Warfieldhad beenr expensy
: left ﬁs&&méﬂc&n Tome: Originally.a m’rbr«st ir::
WV\E«Z it was*macqmred in the USArin 19

QJI“baard ]a.rge‘
5 oﬁf:ﬁuﬂmg aww.épiherecam@ ittle di btfthat%th_ese 5
5 plﬂsrm@ﬂndeedﬁhewérkemzlnul}e\polzzwere ‘welFawane of i intended use and

gt 10
N oSgad métnhvéihg boaﬁtd Sétedndules: Mochisco _mency, _j'_ﬁére;he hkefzhood

-hxtchésasthe movement Gfthexms lomeS»mvolvedﬁwasiemp ; '1y1~rblooked by a -
genbr‘qﬁﬁmkeewmnng thewhole:of France. Amillidn: frané-dopatiomto the strikers’ -

. fund. bythepMossadenabled:the €GTy- tHe Communisteruivunidn, toxemoveall

" obstaclesf4Embarkation;wascompleted at Ipmiunden théssupgrvision of the'French

policezrid.the:more covettisimveillance of the- SIS jbst s-a Sta.ﬁ e of the Tourde -

: i

‘France (annual cycle:race):;sweptithroughiSéte. . . = -+
' Fhe ¢sutldenvactivity of the SIS:hathnot escdpedsthe:attgntion.of Wybet’s DST _'

meim Marseilles. Wybokimmediately warned. ié Mossad chit; Shaub Meirov, that

*Bmxsh}Arqbassadormsaboﬁt todtfornythe BrehchMinistgr, of Foreigr Affairs
stall Bidault’s

)

ofithesintpefidirig:dbpacture of thel President Warfield.'® To forests

attempts;to stop;thesailing: Veﬂyafﬁomeramwas;unmbﬂxate Y-despatched to seek
thexlielmaﬁhm&pbhhcakpontactsﬁand»ﬁmndlyfcwﬂ servants'i m :
administratioriy buthe metwithittlé;success, Raul Ramadier;
the eve of: ammpoitanﬁconfereﬁoe:mﬂgtheeBnn }wasmom g\
taup,spt{]i ﬁué@mwnn;ﬁeﬂ% ‘Evenrlée Blam and{Daniel Mayer
counselied dence.*® Bldault put pressure on Iul'es Moch, re fponsible as. he was for

seaWOrth;ngsS Concum*:ntlx at a more local level, ‘the Bnmh q onsul managed to
convinge the/maritimg:authorities of these facts, anld the captaity was then. forbidden
fa set” saxl Msaméﬁﬁéfnﬁon*ama&&npt ***b‘yﬁe’mantxme authorities to remove a

12 pre Eépannmﬁinales;dm BDR, 150Wi63; RG duFPari-de-Bouc 4 Chef des RG, 4.7.47.
Zerta!, Catastrophte; 54:

on YMLMMME (Paris, 2000), 173

1> Boaz, 212. ’

“”Bemert, 158.

destibation joftheiPresident Wirfield: A few-weeks lites: itwasiebided;by the . L




B light to Pomertintz, forthe-ship4o.saik 4G 4

2.5 ﬁ"%? b AR S

n o] A e Al P | e

art of the.ship’sienginé to: mnliobﬂxseher; wasthWaned\byzthe@aptmn. n the -
tvening - he :set off: withva: de"legahonto the Bréfecmre at Montpplher fo plead for the

pls releasebutdo-noavail. .
It was leftto: Depreux, with: Wybot« s-suppgrt, to gme & §ux;(ept1_

ates™? Tﬁe;eaptam ofthe}Warﬁélﬂ; mAﬂp :

pﬂotnntx;g s werei a\?adahl&:and;pahde*momha;nd‘m eqsuré
oorédito the quay: -A7:35 pm.. f{RutlyfeZaineret; teceived a 1ax

is to: dlSanSeﬁ two or three.million frants to facilitate the di armre.
despﬁet&e promise ofa massive fee.to a local pilot, the latier failed to materialise.”
Atwhila;latérmfej’alyam Co‘mmanderomboard, Yo el caeitinder:
“intense pressure from theMossad inParis > Accdtding to Ze’év Hadari: ‘hepersonally

hone&;{mei withthe following messiige. froﬂi Meyom
- T S X T |
I.ammfonmng yodtﬁataﬂmur cﬂ’orts tG"en@blefth&saxhng of £

es verfail

t!irough negotiationsiwith: the\‘cenira!ziﬂx@éhrauthonu
must%seﬁ-Ouﬁon;youl: own.; Y“ouzmu stsail Whétevemhappcnm%e ve

~However

Ve,

sml :and;take Whatever ﬂppOtMnﬁle&comeymu way Do hofiargu ; that is
an order:.understand? *° f

Thiis telephone'message Was»remforced .by-aradio meSsage ;
himself. (cote/name: Ben: Yehudah)-at:9:¥5.pm, in which he tntimated {h
nota Eictor.if; ﬂns heipedtoihave:the boatrelea%d LA ﬁmﬂer;radx $ssage at

that f«%any.ﬁpomworkers,mho aided the depalfture of the: sbié losttheu: pbsasa -
mut, fund of dfive: millidifrancs wasavailable to etheriy "> A decision
1ly made; and‘at 4.30 anvon-the moming- 0f 117 July the m
hacked off afithe ship’sentt: mshaﬂowlyanmnvedmoﬁ;themm 3
immediatétycshe: béchme-stuck o a saridbatik.at:thérport éntrdnee. :Af}
half hourssof fisky matioeures;she waszeveritially-extricdtedand set)
.open sea:;The port-aythorities followed her zs)tqgress throughs 'bmocula 8
alerted: thaBmtlﬁlszbnéulate injMarseilles.

S In conversauons much daterwith/his: bmgra.pher Yossn Harel fi
that hepersnadednhe?eaptam ofithe bpa:l:;&e ATOnOWiCZy: -tg)“take thesbe
| port against hissbettetijhdgoment:, $When they: ~vere fhenistalled on the fsar
.the port entrance; HareF ordered-the tengines:toibe pustied beyond theif:

mmgmtthaboﬂefé Woddmplodé, +in order tofiee theEboaL” -

" Derogy; Laloi doRétour, 146;. '
Hadgnﬂﬁ‘amossad, 'I‘:anmlﬁswntak@ﬁom the Mossad” sOperanonal log, 112.

”Hz‘;d%ii' ta: "
2 Hadiri! WM

hansxmsmontam&om the Mossad’s Operational log, 112.

R (T o M) B o L R T TR T L i T
SRSy o B 35,#!#7:& " ST o R e
’ . Lo '

2 Ibid,
A ” Archives Ngﬂonalw. FW 16089 Teleph(me convexsmon betweenMimstére del .
events, 21.7.47.

128




[ ek ;_,'gﬁ’;‘ RiE- S A Y 'Eﬂ- i3 ";"T‘v}"”{ PE oL eteme cn perrpes Jeme gy
[ N A _’."'
] .

Shortly rafter the sailing, Ze'ev Hadari and L’ Abbé Glasberg

gois Armorin-at ‘Franc-Tireur to mxte-f‘fm article sympatheéti e inmi

A i‘th&;Pi‘wﬁent&Wa?ﬁelﬂ.ﬁﬂe%puﬁﬁ ﬁelahons‘exeicwe {:alrend gﬂb
Ly Bevinlsdutrdge; whemhe " STtoit

“‘fqllové\ﬁnga private aneeﬁng‘neqr
-_thd ﬁles Ufﬁthe'MAE his

Gn:numerous occasmns ity th!e past e monﬂis;
ugd Cuifitask:

; "‘,théVahdltydﬁih&:VEa’anﬂd"b&I \
‘hlioweﬂeto leavéflirance éﬂd.thatfthg )

. As%:ecentlwasﬂ?th Juned Wrofe 10 ¥our! :Excellencyao g
mvokmgyouﬁshelp and requestlngm parﬂculaﬁ matmsshjpme% Y hes i

made,toyouﬁMmlstry*byfIM S&Embassy. o

1.As:Ftoldybu thissmorning; I was dlsmayed tcfﬁnd on‘ari
Paris thazmot:only*had the:President Warfield escapedffromﬁF afe
thamﬁe had heen perrmttedto embarksome 4, 000 1Ihc1t mmn b

x:,ine%] oumeyﬂthhout passengers:and" mﬁneweather wmoo L
b vilnthercircumstarides:E mustiprotest. most Strbnglyfagam.ﬂ the
sfacﬂlﬁies wmc“h{have}lﬁeen aecorded to:the President NVarﬁ’eldfan i ¢
=:Jﬁé;ueststhatfthe EtenChGpvemment should readmit: heFStOéFra‘n with-all
thie;passengersiorbodid asisoomn: as-arrapgeiments: mbeﬂmade;tciha':usé-the
Presiderf Warfiéld: tbrehm P o
1.5 Lshould*aiéo‘heigrateﬁzl to learn tha.tthe mecessar;n diciplinary
measuyes have Beendaken as regafds those;who periitted-her d
- scorttradiction with Ihe»assﬂrance&bﬁtheﬁrehch% Govétnment..: -|
: : '3 18Ke thiSopportunity to-remintbydu thitlamong the spect
véssels in French ports are the Paducah;and the Northlands whi
Bayonng and the Bruna.and the Fuciano and the Archangelos
_af Matseﬂles T
... [:5hall:be glag _in yiew of the departure of the President
. Warﬁeld, you will 4gree to, maintain a:warship in the vicinity o
- Marseillesswithi: staﬂﬂnigdorders tosstopiany of these/vessels whi
' ’leﬁvéipﬁi‘t W d{r‘m réaAlide o 'ib}Fi'edcﬁ‘ vesgal'cinitake ¢f ’fecnve
Hhieer c§ﬁnﬂe’§ﬁﬁe%ﬁl arkation of Hiegal immiprants In'Fresch

L am. Bea.r Mr Bldault, yours smcerely

25 | ucien Lazare; LAbbé Glasberg, 93.

1 omicfdanféren%*wﬂlﬁBrdmﬂt: 21§ wvo : del‘ﬁfll y Tencapsﬁl#\edém ale ‘t:ter he sent to SN
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. Bevin then - pursued:the.matter ‘with Paul Ramadier,. the Prime Minister, and hinted
darkly:thatFrance’s; ,bemgn attitude to.illegal immigration from dts ports oyld well

' have unfortundteiregiercussions foriFrenchgmterests in North Afrjca.?’

The Bﬂtlsh EmbaSSy entered thezfcayby thro‘mﬁg doubt-on thewahd;ty

déhvefed by :foi:mgn oonsulates £
. ‘Marcel Baggs was later. ‘to;assert: that each person on thg list..ca
individual :Colimbiar visa:delivered by.its.consulate in Marsgilles-and i
Erenchexitvisa.delivered by the Bréfecturciof the Bouches-ddiRia,ene
eport stated ‘thatthe Préfécture hadacted: in: accmdance withjgn:authority from the
“Wimistry ofithe Jnteriordated 26" June.,”* Allthese affirmatians.were bpcked up by
Renselgnemen’tsr Genérmxx Whese{agents had checked tﬁedbcﬁménts 0 ,ﬂ;ose who

procedures hadbeen adhered to at all times by the authonnes conceﬁi" | .33
The Gaveinment,of Columbia, then intesrvened to- assert that thev
mdeed fakes and that'i jrany casé they would have reﬁlsed‘ tosaccept:

visas to mlmlgrants ﬁmn Germany, subject to exit visas- bemg 1ssued: by the
Préfectyre: 35
From;th, moment the President Warﬁeld left Sétey . she was.g ontinuzously
shado pdrby;?&oyai Navy:ships,and Lancasters.of the Royal Air Fored. On 18" Fuly -
she wi rammed ard forc;bLy boarded oﬁathe* coast of Palestme A report to the Chief

ﬁreworks andm of comed begf were amongstftha weapo;is c,mploy el »by the

immigrants: ‘Naval officers: fired shots, in one case to stop;z rating beipg decapitated
withéan axerandrmano;her when an imntigrant was seen wielding a rif
case of the mserof sich Jethal:weapons by..immigrants, has:been repos ted Casualnes
suffered by crew.apd immigrarits were gwomeny. deadiand &lmngrm sitaken tothe”
Government hospifal'in Haifa; one of:whom later.died: Many other itimigrants were

mMAE Archxves, Immigtation; File 376, 12.7.47.

* Kochizvi, Eéﬂﬂ@;;-cau_sﬂo_liggs, 266.

mm@?;v

® Archivés:Natignales. E;(asossr;m release, 1.8.47. ‘

0 Ib:a{.,gMcEp from. mmqon deJaReglementation to President du: Con$eﬂ,16 7. 4 7.
7L Axchiv Nay ational demrmreof resident Warfield by M..Jutin, Sed:retary General of

thic ey e Herault; 12.7.47.

32 aganah-Arclfives, Biamel files 123/Blumel/2. RG Séte to Director of RG in Pafis, 11.7.47.
Zextal, Catasttophe, 72.

> L Agrorfe; 25.7:47.

3> Haganah Archives, Blomel files, 123/Blumel2, Note signed by General Jose , Consnl of the
Republic of Columbia;Marseilles, 2.747.
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‘. injured but these wete dealt with on.the spot. % After the seriously mjhréd azddead
were:temoved-theiréstiof: thi passengets:werethgn transferred 1o
} thie, Oceitn VigoutytheRunnymeder Park andithe. Eﬁxp&e'Rwal o

{ the-passéngers. discovered that they were not. hetFecE for Cyprus, but for Fragjce.

As:with previous” 1ﬂtercepted1$oais “tHe teirtained a: «coﬁtﬁovehey oyer-
| whether. the Exodus had beerrboarded within: e thres mile:limit. he Briti:
conterided, despite indications:to the.confiati;t Pihe interceptionkcotdplisti+
' international Tawe This’vas. becausethes Adadiralty wasaward thdt detdining:};

th@hlghseaswa&pnmé facmuegﬁanﬂ wnl&:bwsedxas a defem;eﬁmcoum pi‘event

mile firit n: order ta breValt»a Miétmmrfe& dasﬁ to*beach the boat g on the shdre. As a
rule of thiitob, bioardting-and seizurs hadtiBe effected the dumemiiinber oF i
ﬁ'om thetshore Wthémumbemf h‘,lotsthmﬂixpﬁai&as u‘aﬁellmg fﬂﬂiﬁ atiaispe

g dearest lﬂdlcatloh that botht the Forezgn Oiﬁwmd fthes Colﬁmal  Office: :
arw\a?sthgt shlperere being:boarded outmde the thret mile’ l;mxtﬁ -The Tettei‘ "
¥
May you be forgiven for the last paragraph -of your lefter: of‘thc 7
November to"Higham: [Colonial “Office}about therelation ‘between the RS
© - territorial-widteér and arrest at sea:. . Ido/ not think you canteally:get afvay | o '
. with the viewthatthé Foréign Office have not been infornied-that ships - L
are, in fact;'being boarded:outsidé territorial waters. I thoizght ip anyjcase
- that this was-‘common knowledge between us:and the. whole purpose/of
the correspontlence wasto regulatize the position.. Ltrust that this
com?hcated snatter will not have to.be pursued further int view of th
imminence of our departure from Palestme

The Exodus is unlikely. to have beert the exception to-the rule and
. therefore mos&ltkely boarded”tvelk outsideitheterritorial waters of Pales

5 2 Pubhc relatlons lssﬁes

Jew1s‘h Ageﬁcy a‘hd*t!:ie Revisionists used: prﬁpagﬁnda*rﬁols tdgpersuad
qpmton@ftﬁefﬂisncé”ofthez Zionisticause, (n'the -post-war anti-colonial:
the Ynited States rthiscwasiput 16'goodEféct Ty pMculaﬁﬂiE Hewsree} i
bload—sﬁattm'ed and‘ handaqu’ ﬂlegai tmhngtahts bemgfﬂragged aloﬁg ¢ quay m

desmptlbns?ofrtlfé ﬁghts:awhibh!énsue&g Wererépnnedﬂon a fength fjever-the true
circumstaheesiitliévisisit of white-ielmeted saflors clabbiriginten] wome
children, cast the ﬂIegal immigrant as the under-dog in an unfair fight. C
36 TNA,m 537/2400 cm Iﬁnsale.m to Chief Secrctary , 21.7.47. ' .
31 mmmmmammauu o
B TNAY mmaﬁzgwﬁomscn Bodds of the Military Branch of the A to Jobn

Beithat meﬁ&fexguioﬁicé;fsduv g
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Palyamiesce:tsaencouraged resistance for the:publicity value, bu&only tq:
which would.netiendanger tHem,smpmnthe. lﬂres ofithe, 1mm1g,rm§ts The 1gger ¢he .
“ﬁ‘ $hip-and-the numbers- who sailedy the; greaterihe publicity valuewhen e Sb.tp was
: mtercepted. .

- "It is-not unreasonable to speculat&"wh‘\ather plans tor beacﬁ these g_é!?,S.hips on.
- ‘the. shoresgof Palestine weré-eve; a:pragtical groposition, given the.diffiqulty:of 1 '
dlsembarkmg anth;secretingaway such a large.mamber of passer;gers-mahe dikel
' .presence of - BnUShsolmcfswmun& on shore. Itsxénateworthyb;hatsthovemﬁgy éw

ships+ which sictpssfilly reached Shoreand disémbarked their assengers, out of sight

- .of the British; were the smaller.ships With oifly-a.fetr lundred-illegal ii mgranﬁs on
. board; Thus the-question 8 to whether.a:ship of the:size ofithesPresident Warfi¢ld was
| seriously intepdédito be beached -isanintriguingione. -

therhand, the:ship had-exceptionally powerful wngines aady m*&

> het flat bottonrwould have facilitated an-easy-bedching, . i - L
The : question of the tre intént -of illegal-immigration;isaddr ml, directly
by-Idith Zertal. Inidiscussing the.Exodus affair, Zertabdeyejops athe; ls§that,111,egal
lmtmgratlen?was both:an-exploitation of the immigrants and &carefullylatranged
propaganda;stunt.;She. asserts that:the attempt-torbreak through therpedy block’adc off
- the coast of Palestmewa&“net eventhe main goat of illegal immigratidn’
furthermore “the Zignists-had neverintended toractually: bring; the 4, reﬁ;gees onto
the shores of Palestine, and -such-an-effort.hédd no charce of success sifjce theExodus
was a show project from its inception” * Mj
Such a: conclusion, if true, would reflect very negatively-on Mbssad. To
encourage wglent resistance. when at the-same-time it co onthe.. Exodus, like
. most previous ships; being intercepted-and brought into- would:have been a
cynical iexerciseiindeed: Todo soddeliberately fo obtain theﬁxll*,glare of world
publicity in the: presence of the- UNSCOPteam would be-even.mote qwlze_sﬁonable.
There-is, according to 1dith Zertak; strong:evidence to. suggest that-the fiming of the
departure.of; the;&’rbsxdent Warfield-was not: fortmtous, but was hnked?o ithe presence
in Palestine at theitime of the UNSCOP ¢nquiry team. Indeed a-contenjporary
newspaper aocountsﬁreponed that-the Haganah had announded-its detexjﬁaﬁation to

i before their: dEpartm:e

_ As the! Fxodus approached the,shores ofpatmne, instructions had been '

" the plight of the immigrants to’UNSCO;P mpresentanves on share. 2
Je‘{lsb,Agency managedvto persuade Emil Sandstrom, the‘Swedxshc
can-fmlttqe, 1o Lai least watch. thetrans -shipment of the i 1mm1grants 10

- Haife:

Moss historical accounts.spcakof the determmanon by the \merican crew

132

jcontinuous |

The Mossad was eertainly awarejitha British surveillange had-bge
ever ssince she jefithe USA amd thatifhereforethereswas:nopossibilityjof Escaping
detecton:by,the Plestirie:Naval Pattét oncg she-ppptaachedzdritotial foafers. . On the
tmhf waters

' tould'have -attemyited to-out-distance the: destroyetsin a'fast:dash for tfjé: fisre, where

bring,in a ship during { UNSCOP’s presencemPalesuna AS'it was, it anvedjust days




“iyer, cofresponient of The:Churchinan wwhé wad:
:ﬁﬁe&;cnew When iritéviewedhe.stated <;H|§i‘tl‘fehnte’pgi‘
{nfevearly hours:of the morningsbut that &t:3iam! Briti
mnied the ship, imaking thistask impossiblet*

g
N oram o A

mandér ¥ ossiFlarelis known consideration: fdt:the‘*safqtﬁyﬁgf
atpes onbotird Atfisequallysliogical ittt b wiouldhavesgohes
himerous charatle; knowing fill wellthaiva Succeisfiktbeachih

uSStion: T aiiy:event, hethad -the'example‘of the suteessfiltbifac

[ W

-Harfa, a feﬁ; :manths prevrously vnth one thdusand iimmgrantston
i ifr

it ent-qfa quxckd1$peréal of al thoseon baard‘mnc& a slﬁhdmgéha& b
Tn:this instance, one feels that:Zertal has overstated herthesis-

'**Ben Guriort and rwfthoutssl'egar& for the safety or'the real needé“* of tbe%z

Survivors fo, Palestineshatk nmhopeof sucoess, :
Such’ fmdderme cntliusrm is overshadowed by a real broadsmde

“revisionisthistorians? who hdd irerecent years emerged indsrael, he:

4 Ngw York Herald Tribune (European Edition), 19.7. 47

Zertal, €atastrophe, 13:and 219.
4 Mankowitz;205/297. ,
T Mankowitz},295/297. '
%% Blihm Bergméd; “TsraclBotn in'Sit?” in 1 srel Affairs, Vol.7. Nol, Autumn (Lot

ously, fourteen miles-outside thederritorial water limits: Add‘edt His,
&; thatrorganised: grf)ups ofum:}ugram‘s and: the Crew: cdnst’antiy tnefd 2

+ The violent death of the American: Second Mate, Bill Bemstem :
ng 1mmlgrants,sas well gs more thi 200 injured, -dttestsitot theﬁfeireh
ndiviolent resistance put.upagainst theﬁhﬁsh@ﬁdcrsyw guién%hét‘ ;

ﬁﬁinxg:anan was primarily:a propaganda exercisé:mounted. By:a.nori-cox

‘sharedfbar&en«betweeﬂ the Moss&d’s emxssaﬁegand them‘Vors With
mergerfoﬁ;ﬁlstmct bl:lt:mteﬁdckaﬂg»mtere‘sts tii?e whole pro_]eCt oﬂbnng i

Elihu Bergman, ‘whoiwainvolved with:AliyatiBet as a crew member. :

. Zv1 in Apnl | 948 4dn. &rewéw art:clmon heﬁbﬁbk, Bergmarlas centram

mterpretahon of the-factual informationand, niore pedantically, disput
of small points-of detail, which n no way can be said to detract from Zertal’s

yn the Tirat

estabhshmentmthe Yishuw. guxl'ey ‘of exploiting the She erit thletaﬁ s & meahs to
Yewish statehbod. *¥.Clearly fabelling Zertal among the “nEw historiabs]. -

dom, 2000), 121.
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, eficinjxplnne.uts;nﬁsméii theunalmﬂnust of hlé» accusation against Zertal if hiat of
bilis|agaitist the Zighist gstablishment and’ﬁle &hte irepresented; .uttte?ki._ it and
.}_ 5

"fet(f- xAnOt!;er eqhally!dam&fashemdirhy ﬁergman
A ensauon’oﬁthe%mampl"ayefs ﬁn dlegabxmmlgrauon asweﬂ
; gaﬂihg fe; serfousihistat

i

o In renhty,nZertal argues that aﬁer 50 years it 'was nme for dlffere

iBét of it§ Zionist’ mythOIOgyfand» to recégmsb that;thaa:ampm
%chas using the:propaganda effoct.ofi3 v:dlenmesxsfance“tcgad
irhited impmigration. 'She: also asserts sthat Ben @imon* sawd
.“_ﬁaﬁpmgnﬁas advandmg
g&lits own political base.
S é ertlie’bddy of éwdehcef gresentegi i prcwouschai)ters; one-would ﬁnd it
ifficiilt to- msagreé with Zéital's intétprétation: ofttie RealpoiitikbiehindiMigah Bet,
The Zi Zignist Teadérs'in the- Yishuv weté praglnatw‘ mdwrdualhéh@ hhﬂé 0 dvﬁ.rcome
5 their m‘}iérenf*pmﬁerless €

;idispas$ionate: of“call de whlch e’mm‘ged nrthe-cours‘e of the éampa’: :
: Aviva Halhmishvrepud:afes the ‘confention‘that; in-thecase:of the
. Warfield, man}rprégnantwomen anifchildren‘were taken on board: puts
the dréfuaticieffect’ T tiérview, the mixed bag of immigrants was due ore to
circumstanges in the DP Camps than to a carefully thought oyt programy e

' " wis dra to'the ‘existerice ofhuridreds of  wonten: well-ddvdnced in the
¢ which i %éﬁﬁd&ed wis’an onerous responsibility for the escorts onbgard. He
suggeSted g}aplymg better-selectivity to suc}rWOmen before allowing the m to leave
Gertdiy.
* Tom Segev voiced scepticisor-abott Halanush’s views but also
s imiinigfation mgenerar In his view its-otily ibherent benefitislay'in its'a¢
- asatiategic” ‘v’iib‘ﬁp%n t&aﬁﬁleve*iﬁe creafiois of & Jewish-stale T aking 4 controvers:al,
but nevettheless” arguame, sition- he éontendéd “that “The-illegal'ofjeration di
not:. i‘mng e Yishuv fiany miore peopfe thar( wauld haveicom¢ iegal
polnt of view it wasifusile” >
: Fér Akiehi KOchavrthere wére “no clear winners in the struggle pver Jewish
untmgﬁmbn, > Howevér he recoghised! that woild-wide covérage of Brifish actions
‘agaifist' the sInps Képtmterhational attertion o the Jewish DP proble
offierwise Wastin: ‘danger oﬁwéfﬁng iHe makésithe point that the fact-
< of DP¥ attempfed ihe jotuﬂey to'Pilestiie was in itself a cohmderable Rl

* Ibid, 120..

%0 mbid ,127.

% Ihid,122. "

%2 Zerta), Capastrophe, ¥4.

3 Halamish,45: o -

* Yad Tabenkin' Arclifves, Polonski files, Ensigned teport dated 20 July 1947,
% Toin Segev: *Tﬁeﬂemm Milhon (New York, 1991), 131/132.

, However ifta: repc}rt providediby: & French menther-of the': Hﬁganahz spciakattention '
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At by iy e £,

) Q d opinton was;thus made awarehow- the DPs predicament.and ‘the qumtion of

. s‘gme were inestric bly mterhnked % .
i da
itial
m‘pbse ;.and:achj,%xcément -

Sy 'z Elhmmémowto the broader: mu wl@mé*@ensmn?oﬁthe Ex
this clearly&reachedr{xhprecedémed Tevels; i 'aparty&mathe donflict.

Y ei-cepted ommdéil’,aleéuneterrgmahm
Seﬂgqrsnn Haimbuyrglin Septentbér; *bothth&llomstsandathé Bntlsh “Wereaware of

mnortancezatt&bhedr #to.the: presentatwnal aspects of their respective viewpoints

{he rid’s press.
K‘ﬁ:er theifrans-shipment of the Exodus:passengers to thg‘;(hree B itisti

rp}k.fomhﬁr @nwardueumeyfm FiangeyBevin savan: «ogpo, 1y
'atw,eﬁmagézfoi:sthe Bnt;shthatmeﬁsngel ﬁlm%ﬁ@he ar"ﬁﬁﬁ?d . thé:Ex dﬁs in Haifa

M{kecewerﬁmher mstruetlop‘s If

. them,th W
; - allow: youwreﬂs attgchés,to malge usq;of the mfonnanod,m para& _and 3

-above. They. ;should}strms the infumanity, ofithe Jewish: qrganisess ntheir
gross~qvqrcré)wd1ng0f the Premdem War.ﬁeid If! thmmmdemﬁp' jokes:

e;Combat,fErahc—f ireur agd leération.t lmbqedwnh thegsplntuof the| emstance all
""q d Sﬂt,;‘ca LR ..ﬁ)qlers such as LeMonde (Eibera D-and

12 Aurore (Vi imlently anti-Communist and Gaullist) were more measurdd but

‘ neverthaless &ﬂtzplsc;daﬂmush pg!my i The. commu”mst__i_u manité: fakj

O
g&;::
‘%
L =]
%

B,Eltsshipubligmmmumsap%l@u!anam thatbecms&e, fuplikqahafxe ch,xthex hadno -
experience ofthe suffering.of the-Jews.or those in the Resistance; they could.
empatlnse ,wnth the, plight of tiiousands of DPs~ some two years after-thd

war

5 Kochavi, Pogt-Hologaust: Pg_l;ttcs .85.

> TN, FO 188/595A; Swedish-Legation files, Bevm to Paris Embassy, 19.7.47.

58 Zertal,, e Cinghidme Coté du Triangle », 419.
* > JacquesiDallaz; L4 i Ciéation-de I'Etit ’Ysragl ; Vue par la Presse Francaise, Paris,|1993, 6

% Le Monde, 26.8.47.
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- ,meda Park commented : :

'i4vomen;, whbt idshed toilivesin freedom: )j:uef.he;land of their faith.

«to.showitself a hospitable country.”
t'The mﬂuthpxece of the French Socialist Party (SFIO); Ledo ul

“:,'erhad ‘attacked the Acre:prison, % - -

fiments of other French+newspapers; Le-Populaire emphagised Ahatit

[ ;
,ra.ddressed himgetf, directly to his friends:in the Labour. Gevernment;ica

was:
rmdmgsand iintolerable.” Hebeggetilus English friends toithink-again. -

" decision.

the pressuresdromLondonsHaving, as fie.putit; committed:a.grave:erro
of it$ newadminisiration in-déaling withthe Palestine probiem, Lasii

recognising:tsierrors;irathicy than:camoufiagin 6§ the results and trying to
* French people an accomplice inits injustices.

6 L‘ urore, 29-30.7.47.
M 15.747.
24.747.
o bed 30.:8.47.

the [British]:Socialist Governiignt would be well advised tp start off agai

) A reporter:from L.’ Aurore who managed to hire a small bgat to dppyoach the

As you- appmach;you.nperbeive .something like a lobsterlbasket, frdm.
hich: barids appear to acknowledge ouricalls: Imagineundér the biug,sky
f’theMedtterfaﬂean, amarrow prison.where lie 1,500- nakéd men-apd: .
A ave the
!f # in iBritishundérstbod this? The obsttuacy of the Jews has clea,tly upset
rthem.. . Aretlie immnigrants going to: be'forced to dlsembark at the enfl of a
bayonet?.The problem.is & delicaté one;for France, which above all yvishes,

d; of which
eformer PrimeMinister; L:éon Blumy was@ alitical dlﬂQGté!f,f noidqu gexpressed
nofficialiwiews of the-Socialist Ministers: wnm;i the: Cabinet, I’hesgﬁ hilst
SpposEd tothatgnbnstacﬁwt:es ofithiédrgun, régrétted that thngnt;sh‘ ind refused a
: 'ﬁest"“ﬁ'om UNSCOP . forcommute 1he death sentences onthxgﬁe youhg I s Who

. When later in.July the passengers.of the Exodus were Qn thelr mq_a back to
%ee, the newspaper stated thiatrdesgite the changein Bmlshfﬁacacs, Ftance-would
ot employ: methogs such-asthe use:of force. which were confraryto 4ii'{fs:traditions.
ance:wouldrwilcome them,, but-would not force them to.disémibark: Reéflecting the

e 1dea of

again- sincarcerating thie “Tewishisurvivors:of Hitler” was puge: apathenraf Humﬁne
unons h#d $0:be found to the problem-of Palestine:and ofﬂie Jewish DPs 2
“;During the following month; Léon Blum himself wasiso moved by theplight
¢of the Excadﬂs passengers - that he devoted threedeading articlés torthe:sullject. He
i gao’m them
3 oac& ‘greater wisdom, torrecoghise:that their policy mx&pectmﬁth :mmxg;an
ging thexiniversal consgience:?:Sucha- Spectacleiwasrﬁm caffable, heart

hey had

come up against an unanimous and adverse public opinion. Everybody lnew that the

assenger&woulﬂ not disembark:wvoluntarily.:Soidid.the: Bﬁt{t‘sh authoritigs: lt-wgs time
% for them todecide: wheze,they were to be taken. Then the boats could. legjve-with the:r
% unforturiate dand:heroic cargo It was also:time:for-the Umted Natjorts; w omeito a

To-add to the- embarrassment ofthe Labout Government, Harold ] sk1 then
Chmrmanmf:the»Forexgn Affairs- Committee-ofithe Labour Party, used the columns of
Le Populaite to.express-his. congl’am,ld‘uons tothe French:Governmetit fbr ts-courage

in its noble reﬁlsalatofomeﬂte Jewishaéfagees to disembathkinPort-de-Bouc, despite
at the start

ggested thay

] b)' i \
make the
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: whxch, stung’ by; hls:pre\nou& amcles, ha&pomtedly questxoned 81 wewsi ;
matter of Palestme In his reply ﬁe started off. 'y disclaiming that he'was j
F theZionists: andrthat.he;m y Sp@ke«m behalf f the:Fi
: '&hstﬁBarty,:Ta makethe point thaihl&p
ed “I;msxﬂ bﬂm&Jm and haveJxeﬁ:eﬂ

S w1th rqports;f:'mm Palestine eﬂf the haugmg iof th&: tpree #ymmg embers
ﬁhﬁ'{‘ll'glmi : and iof the subsequent reprisal.culminating in the, ' i
geants;ithe, papér’sxeporter concentiztedrhis, venomeonithe; -a'tlsh;»tfnd r,the
eadlme ot 1 sgw human bemgs kept hke ammalsaboard the Rﬁnnymede. i

aharb@m tomew coxﬁtuonsensb%r& iﬁ:om senﬁedmtannex away Reforfi
ildren; womémand oldimente. capld seethrougl thewire. 6ﬁthe~cages ]
‘ommened thatall right-thinking geople wonli-be.revolted by:sich 2 spegtacte.®
o Thegbadtpress ‘that the British‘Government Was'recelvingyin Frencliand
e Amencan nev&spapers over the Aﬁ‘alrmssuﬁqxently exasgeranng for 1€

systematxcally.,mxsconstrued in the Erench press e

*The-British-Govesnment aware that it risked Iosmg the pubhc relations-battle,
made alast effort;to explainiits position-td.he. world:at largejxin.a press st
issuedsop 21% August 947.it-warned that: failing;any changg; theiimmigtas
about fbedaken‘w heBritish zone in Germany, where ﬂxey could safel§| be
disembarked: ¥t'soughtto jusnfy its actions Qn a number of counts: ‘

1. Thatthe French Govemment bad ongmally agreedwto the retum q fthe
,1mmlgrmlt&w France:
2. That: ﬂle"lmm:lgrantsj;ad boarded with false papers and that the E.xodus had
. left pditawithoutsuthiorisation. -
3: - That theJewish-Agehcy ¢ould.have usediits mﬂuence to:enco
- immigrants-to land in Eﬁanqeebue&hosem actotherwise: : -
4. That,pending a decisior” of-tl;e United WNations-on the future of Phlestine,
nothing should be-déne to prejudice:the outcome. Imparticular-fe question of
immigration was a major issue and HN{ Governmeht could not ary the
- :present-entry:quotarofid, 500-per month, -
5. “The:practice of transfemng illegal.immigrants to Gypms only e
organisers ofthe illegaltraffic.

% ethe'

M 31847

4947, .

_Mw%&
&7 NewsYoricHerald mm w 12.8.47.
& Lazard; 92..

f
i
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6. There were still in:Germany thousands of Jews who ceuld have been adpitted
fegally to Palestine, were it not for the ﬂow ofillegal immigration® | :

1
1

; The effect.of the British.decision on the Yishuv was one of extreme shq ok 1t
was felt that this:could:only increase the sense of fimiliation, 'not to;say-impofence,
[+ of: the;more moderatg- elements Most of the Hebrew -press Jomed in sharp

' ~¢. which will. remain- engraved-msthenieniomof ma'i’nkind, the retum of the survi! ors of
Nazr ‘massacres iothe slaughterhouse itself?. . '
* Feamng an. extremxst backlash, one: moderate JeWIsh leader =remarked,4 with a

. events at Port-d&aBouc a number of officials-considered Bevin’s.step ~a ma]'
@Qllilcal blurider.”™
~The_Affair was possibly the event which. bmught Britain!sipublic i
tejation:to Palestine; andfliegal immigration to its lowést point. V\ﬁjthm weeks:
however attention moved to the United Nations:Assembly whereBritain’s role:
“*Palpstine was speedily to be brought to ﬂmgnomxmous end .

\“Bgfaw the agtual date when the pm"tmon' of Pdesun&was overwhel

wrote’a lehgthy report to the _Forelgn'()ﬂice on Amencan,,attttud@s both
governmental-and:public,. towards recent British-economic and Foreign poli
Needless to say the subject of the Exodus occupied a certain. améunt of sp
Essentially -the deci‘sien -ta send the passengersxback to France eiiabled the,

of the Bmsh action’ However the wnter cansoled hlmself that;rat least at-
otherthan for NewYork and. LosAngeles where:the “Jewish ¢lement™ w

influential; there-were other reasons for the deterioration in Brmsh prestige in the
USA; nam yd:he Bntlsh mthdrawah ﬁ:om Gteece and the suspénswn of t

repacussxons were far more: extensxve “The,sympathy whch\mused forjthe J ews
and the :consequent mdtgnatlon against the British.decision, spread:to;almos all

sections of: the*Amencan spubliciandiwas not canfined merelyrto Zioriist
supportem G @,nly in the aﬁennath, of the&pa,mnon votedxd the Amen

separate Jemsh Staterand: heﬂicn moved topmpose atmsteeshxp as ama
. solution: However whenon: 140 Miy-¥948;:Ben Gurion:annouhced them‘e it

State of Israel, Truman ordered the State Department to.grant de facto recofnition. : &
This further example of the strength of American public opinion, in regard to the |
Zionist cause,’ is-one which the British Government was constantly aware(of in the E"
propagandabattle they-were wagiug:»withsthe Jewish Agency,. the Irgun gnd the et
Sterty Grot, allof vhom ‘had-their stpporters int the USA. Onlymtheaﬁ hof ;{
S
- ' Gy
© Haganah Archives, Blumelﬁlos, 123/BOUC/3. Text in French of press stattment reledsed in _;;}'

Londonby British Government on 21:8.47.

70 New,¥ork Hérald Tribune (Enropean Edition), 22.8 47, :
7! TNA; FO 953/47, Letter from W.P.N Edwards, British Embassy WashmgtontolA.KnkpaInck, K
Foreign Office, 5.11.47 ‘
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dotnpleritiesiinvqlved in creating’a deparaté:féwish: State and: heithefi moved to
Fopose7a frusteeship’as an-alternative solution.”¥But once Ben Gurion-declared the
fidniof the Stafé of Tsrack on14% May.1948; ramét ordered theiState' - | |
paitment, notwithstanding the opposition: oftHe: Secretary of Staie George
hall,wto extend:desfidctorecognition, « * « -
: - «In France} thesglaretof publicity creatgll by the/Exodus Aﬁ‘alr had nts
ownside. Firstly:it compromised:the Mossad’s ¢Iandbstme networkandiits 4| -

nnections with-the highest levels pﬂgoverx;m&pt Secondly, the Mossad had to
eep a very 1ow profiley so as.hot to embargass the Frénct Govertiment. any:f her: 7
hete:are, however,. indications thiat the¢ gmbratorium onvimmigration] .
activities was-also .éxercised vbecausé of ih %dlsbﬁsszons on*pamubn*then pro ,eedi;lg
Fét the United Nations:” - : SEAN

: Uhe;jcould also:surmisethat the le‘vel of mjuné.s and ﬁlahtyﬁs on the:H
so-caused the Palyam-Commander onbgard, YossiHarel; a.tttf*reﬂgct sesious]
wh‘?éhmhgfresultsﬂofwwolent wesistancetol ’the‘;R@yai Navy servjed: "
‘had-atready explessed-hisiisgivings 1o gatheringipf Ziodists &

1946; follotying ! the seizare of arothier bbat:whichhddbeeruidershi $iéh
F g stated:that in view of the fatality aid dozens of. injured- wlnc] 5 on.th
KnestetJsrael the ovérall safetyof theship’s passengers myst abivayé sidete
" unt] Ifi-Harel’s-own words'“We:are not fighting tokilt théBsitiskBiitftossave
; I%wsg” 76 Ifthel?almach wxshed to oonfront the Bnt;lsh theﬁ the blac&toﬁﬂﬁ : Wasmn

partition vote didthe American State Departn;enfcmmnce Pnesxdenﬁ TmnEx asto

mzdangemﬁs canfmntaﬁons at sea. Trvaddition Hardt: oomplamed, that; whijstt
1 immigrants weresbattling*the Britishonsboard:the Kinesset Tsrael ! thersdockidd-in
" Haifa, there was no demdnstration.or interventionby the Yishuv-to.prevént]the tréns-
shipmentiof the immigrants ontc boats:for Cyprus.”’ Furthermore; ‘omboard:ship; he
wasioften facéd witly cobtradictory and:confusing instructions- transnmteﬂf*b '
Mossad ang the Patmach. headquarters.” ‘Such sentintents:and criticisms, ‘hdwever, did
not necessarily: pfovoke. a positive response Arom his-chiefs infPalestine: |
A-definitior ofithe Mossad®s and- thé/Palmach’s respective résponsi ﬂltfes for

Aliydh Bet-is noticasily, achieved - given their: overlgpping functionsand th¢ir-uneasy -
politi¢al relatronshlp 3T s:mpl‘e*term.v ‘however;whereas the Mossad:involyed itself in
i providing:the ships; refurbishing them, stocking them with supplies* and“silecting

. the ports of departure, théPalmachiescorted the immigrants onboard; atlodated their
bérths andiqoked aftértheirmeeds:during the journey. They were also rest
discipline on board and training the teams who would be called upon to regist the
British Navy-whenan'aftenipted boariding twkpfabe On landias welk as afisea they
 providedithe fadio operators:whoimdintained-contact with the Mossad hediquarters in
Paris and Tel: Aviv: Oned atisea,; tﬁepnmmy:responsxbmty for bringing {hié ship to
Palestine ay with-a Mossad+appointedioverall commander to whom both fhe ship’s
captam and the: Paimach commander mported

72 Archmw Nanonales, Fmds Georges-Bidault: 457AP3, Teleglmnmc from Parodi to
PmsConfermce by President Troman, 25.3.48 )

Frédéuque* itlo, L F:ance et1a Création de V'Etat ¢*Isra#) 118 février1947-11 mai 949 (Paris,
1997), 50, ¢ ub :

™ Hadari; Second Exodus, 158.
" Hadari, Voyage to Freedom, 79.
% ink, 68, . -
" Kamiuk, 149.
" Ivid, 232,
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Itiy misleading -to imply,.as Lleblaelch mgﬁgrtunately dpes%
ach people.and their dlﬁ

the diferent:backgrounds of the Mossad - a{ld? 3

* politicat-affiliptions (the Palmach’ spatrons were:gie; Mapam:party; whilst ¢ :}1
the- Mossadmerq‘ﬁom iMapai) that:their apprs roachto Aliyah Bquas ¢

. equally g:aturtaus to assert that, because;t éePalmach €SCOTtS Were; gener_ By young,

" born'in P@lesnna{and ‘militarily; trained, that they had:more of'a. :propensity ko confront ,
the British-than the Mossad emxssa:,nes,,wthf;tﬁelr {European hac{kgrpunds iho * ‘ ,
allegedly hiad more of  tendenpy towards b k

ofiviolence. -
'I‘he bas;;;{reahty 1s M&Mpmemm the Ahyah Bet Qntet;pnse shi

theﬁmost Publxe;ty»out%qf the event. Thpﬁbehevpd;pcrc WS nqume: wayto . . -
influence worldupublic.apinion thari-the distressing sightof. fmmigratits bein
haﬁled off Wegplships; which bore alkthe signs of a fierce bmge atgeabefore thel

f queshonof theﬁjzevgl of mxmcem@eaﬁqm@gggbmchlmmgt
. this:was)left 'to;,thq;;{hscretion of the: Mossad oom:ﬁandeth as.the case

Meiroviiy order o estahhshqhe mies of engagemenx In the;caSe—of the
theultimate.commander; on doard, he liadszelied -onhis owns assessment
situation.: He hadibreught confrontation with the, British to:an.end wher-h
that ﬂmﬁepmmrmng by dhe destroyers:would.imperit theslnp and, thax the. level of
. injuries, éustamed was too:high -For this. be; laterhad to-suffegthe/r
colleagues-inithe Mossad: and: elsewher& .. if:,he was to encourage th,e 4:,

resist/British toarditg parties again,. he Wmm;d a-clear.and ,unamblgpous, order from
the:Mossad: Inxhlsgwqjleart he felt: that such an order woul{.i ‘be,a mistajje.
own werds, a&iqter related to Kamuk,,e:mrqss vmdly‘the. conﬂu:t he

between g-out: prdersias a soldier and his overndmg ;esponmbﬂq. for the lives
of thwmmigrants m,hm charge. * .

()ut Watiis to bring them, [the lmmlgganis] to the country [Pal
‘totumn them-into; sold),ers,ﬁn,a(ioﬁ battle We do not have the nght o turn
them into:the e.hte forcmof-the State-to-be, because this.State-to-fe.is ¢

precisely the home which they.need. .
They nodonger believe inanything, they.are exhauste,d by ‘years of trailing - 3

T . N %
e D e
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around: and of-betrayal. We doxpt haveithe right... Once the 15,0q0i[from P\
the Pan slnps] will havecrossed the Mediterranean, we can say thit they P
* Liebreich, 249. ,
* Liehreich,181.

Bl ibid: :
* Hadari, Voyage.to Freedom -3,
5 AlanTyler, meExo::ussuumakmwaves” in Manpa: The Voice of Mod mJu ism, (Landon,
‘Spring, 1958}, 5. . .
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s “haveforcedthe'blockade. The crossing will itself be the guargmtee that|
. thiey‘ave:on théir Way 'to the country' feven'if thidlay via Cypr _,s]'j‘iaﬁd"traf-
«libeons viefory. This is what'Gur Wit igalll abbut. Edch Jew that 1
ooy sﬁrwes uﬂsacta will-be ouﬁreward t
LTI oy
£ Mexrov mﬂe‘cﬁng ‘ondis: owﬂ shmfrespoﬁmbﬂny for theSmkmg ‘of the:
SatriaBack ite 1946 tith thmosssofzswww tacithj dckndwltdbedbat '
ggantsshaardzxrex-ér'beeﬁfm risks S Nevdithtfess affes
grofiitie Pattib e didiot foek rethiprsg connented ti e BFRE
rdihatédat theltifte-*Peopletike us tiad o bt iray 16 opérife; e Diipite 511 the
e, fiefcerphin overiie Vittins. sout, pblitical ‘mma‘t’ngﬂt f'wﬁsi deawn’s in -our
u'é‘cbgmﬁdﬁ“tﬁat erlisd b other Wil SR phth gthe WA BE i lmmlgf tion and
ot %ﬁatthatvwenvvéfe»’ﬁiﬁw aﬁétﬁ*tﬁesénéﬁhﬂds& 'I‘hse : 'ém’sf& a‘falis on

fiemy: p_ﬁimei'[i&the’l}hﬁ Y. ”3?" _

]

BaiSperifan, didévénBen'Gr 1 EAS
Stall bo bodtswhicweresmoteiikely 16 &vade Bnnsii Birvéill

%ﬁdmgmcauseafﬁeﬁhaer numbérs“ inthe ehiddi'the ﬁi’bﬁdﬁ it

} B&afs»womheday*’ S

5 B The"palnmal dimensions-of the Affaic
# s s Jrwould apﬁear that; in apply*mg Refoulement, Bevin-wis relyuig of verbal

(| assurances! pivehito ity by Bidatlrihatif theinhiiiprants Were fe’mmed?to : fancé
theywould be disémbarked and returnied-fo Gmnﬁhyfﬁéwe\fei’?B’ stidined:

' séepticabas tomwhetherBidault woulde sble'to ddrry the Fretidh Cabinet: th him .
aﬁdmdeéd whetlterihérefoulément policy” would indéed wotk.™ + - '

o AvKdreiphiOffice spbkesmatit dntibuficeli’ o 217 July, VEry -premutrely as it
ﬁnned'eout, -Frafice had-sgreed o the retdcn éfthe*x:ﬁiﬁi’grﬁxﬁs ‘He ihdichted that .
thereweretwiaréasbﬁsfmaﬁoo&ngiﬁ‘aﬂéb attier than Cyprils! Firsily Cypfisé was
@ﬁer’crovvdedsﬁﬁﬁohdlﬁdh@mbre v:gérous* licy'was Jto!put‘fuiure illegit ¢
ifinigtants dnnotigeithst they cbﬁl&‘ﬁ%ﬂénger telyon being sént T8:Cyprug and-from
there betngstowl yiﬁit’éi:e&. iritoPalestin 7“T¢Jetﬁ§alérﬁ~hovvev€r“thlsﬂneﬁ #as Kept

: pilatiohafid-4 diskto’dawn:curféw inipbsédito prévi len

.'ea‘-o_i <o .'. o ‘mwﬁ_hﬁquwasgﬂéolnfp“ . >’ -
Hagarmh’hn&‘cwm*“ ravliddagistdtions o Moiint Catifiél i order to
further zﬁterqép“ﬁﬂﬁsfaﬂlsé'&v”*%dfﬁﬂﬁﬁxhgﬁéﬁf‘ﬂre@éml e told the Holise 'of
commdﬁstﬁnt%@réwnﬁtmwas it coticeiibd it whathiagper emtéihé 4500
Exdusiinmigtint& Frwas] hezdeaaredvémmfe‘ﬁenhfewfo' e FrentH affhorities.”
" <’The golificalchjectives sought it the'Bxbdus AfFair w‘ere'-reﬂeét ed| in’ the
extensive effortsof Botk the‘Mossadﬁnd‘Zlomﬁtigrouﬁs tin Friince to'ékerdide their

pfeséﬁce*at WOME-BGW iwhei‘l thé ’threé*pnsoh shxps dmppb&"‘?nchor in th e bay.' Thes

pres A gl ey

in]deporting -

.141 B




T ——

, Q}the n"sks to. health which it- mvolvedwas
- Teturn-to. Pdlestine-oriat worse; Gyprus:Th
; the InteriotyEdeuard Depreux:and: 1t810wn“ OpE)
i %= " Deprewk; ' whoshadisecsetly, :enqouxfaged thie:déps

Watfield :some:12 days:before, nowicdnvincedit e(’léhuiebji
; uly:»1947sat* Ramhoudl%méPnfﬂeMm i

:: Duff Cojper ‘Ieported.latemhdﬁday tolig Foreign
. come;out of the £abinet :meeting -espikially to:meethim; thild felf.thay
: »'ihbxght of niadness:fomhefﬁrqnch (iovémmemrw;glve the Bq;txslu SO

% the Natlonal Assembly, :Bidantt declared: “It is &lear that m;thls affair [

Wam s o
gl g0

) aiready. -taken. theanum sténbf abkingPuffi Cooper 1o meepdmnm R
' for adiscussion-prior'tosthe; delibergtions ot the topic:by:theiCabiget. « |-
certhat{B k

I say it frankly; Frencli-generosity has:gone-too:far. T am not.ia positid

e Btd&hlt«had eﬁ'ectlvely fon,nd a pretext to dxsgmse hlsm;na 'ty to;meet

ﬁ‘isvsomrmtmﬁnmoaBewmby placing the blame: squarety: cTtrtimS,gmah 1

f the. Exodus],
tog;ve -any

ot i

Y iy T e e g T

explanations as to the sutveillance-ofithe ports;'This is outsite.of my cont: of”, 72
WlthmthecanﬁliesoftheMAE,;the Secretary Genéral,: Chauvek -also vented

he forésaw amajor. dlplomatlc incident with theBritish at atimewhen France needed
themitp-résolbvefits major issues:concerning:Germany. - Tnis-view the gnly way to
make énds for the “scandalous™ defaislt of allowing the embarkation) of the

his frastration. at theiturn ofevents: Besides: neither: samfjuhgahe Jews|nor the-Arabs, -

obligations. He:- ¢haracterised -the Zionist sympathies of dertain.mem
govemmenrﬁ[obwensiwaenmgto Defifeux and Moch]-as sabotagmg
at-a time when major issues were ai stake.> It is suggested:that, as ever]
d’ Orsay;anxicus;to:maintain momhu¢mlom~mmam£ﬁnshpMer 1
kﬁepmg’mi tArab partn'e:son side;.choseftosignote publiciopinion® - .
: Twio Cabinet :mheetingsyweresheld to.discussithe. vaémment’q
teturnoftheBxodus m:migraﬁts ~Beusquet on-behalf ofithie: NFAE: stat
individual visas, alléged.to-havesbe issued by the. Columbizn. Consul. G
Maiseilles, wete:forgeriesiissued: by-one-or other Jewish prganisation:
letter of the Consul General, previously referred to, was d.forgery. Co
the.ﬁevemmenhbad totake Tespongibility, it-would have:to respond fpu

r'f tésentitipDépreuk, cesponded that withoutusing force,

the Stireté;
nable to refum;the 4,500 immigrants to Germany and Austr]

would be1

voEom
. 4,

3

% TNA, €0 53'1M Gooper-;oFOwgn Office, 23.7.47.

%2 Moine. Thigrefers to-the session af the Commission on 9.8.47.

- Archives:Nationales, Fotids GorgesBidault; 457 AP124, Note du'Secrétariat Gén
® Jacques Dalloz, La Création de V'Etat d’Isragl, 5

| immi in theﬁrst place, wasfor Francé.to permit-theitireturn 1o - Hrench soil. He
was. amazed*:that cenmnpmplam positions:of authority were * as stupid”
mairitaina contrary pesition, irthe face of the law and Ergnce's interngitional

asto

of the

[French policy

the Quali
;vhilst also

pttitude to the
 -that 4,500

equently, as
yourably to the -

Bntishsr&quest&ﬁntheﬂmnugnants tohereadmitted-into France. Boursi¢ot, the head of

the pohce
a

MAE, 22747
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- Ini the present ciscumstances-the Ministry:of the Tnfetior was.notjprepared tirtake-on
such-a responsibility: Having checked with-ope of the Jewish weifare orgap

the OSE; it appearéd that.thei immigrants, lﬂ;reﬂise to leave theBrmsh {

the basisofithis revelation, Pepréux: : Iatermahevdig, wofficidlly ;.ponﬁrmed
‘wollldnétatlowd fforced]-disembarkation flomtfiéthreei English;boats 34
ctions tothe Prifetiofithe B

the Ministerin: Cha;:ge, thefr gave;, prﬂélsé
du=Rbibne that thediberty ofchaice: oﬁtheZDP&waE tobe respected: Tn.othe
- forced disembarkation.would be allowed P r&t:-Bauc was chosen in preference to

thie better amenities:inMarseilles geéxﬁbaﬂy to mclate any incidents that might

occur afterthe arzivabiof the: ships.™ .
~In view of André Blumei’s'clese relatsonstup with the police and fewish
-tthe DPs

circles, he: Was*speclﬁcalfyappomted”brbepmux tocestabhshwontat:t,mﬁ

and the various:Jewisiorganisations. He was to be part of a commission gonstituted -

o by“‘rhbGovemment and madeup of officials frotn:the MAE, the Interior. I;ﬁmstry and
. the Public"WorksiMinistry, who:wonldbofrd €ach onewf: thejthrbf, ships. ¥ By: placing

: ‘the MAEina jonioriposition; Depreuxiclediiysitended to.epiirg that hisjofficials as

; ell as'those. of Jules Moch, mairitained compléte:control ,oﬁthe,srtuauo 1y vis-a vis

sitish:andhwarted any‘possibility-of disemnbarkation: byiforce. On.25 B July, -

ident of the

R Nahum Goldmantof theJewish Agency Executive: andMarc Jarblum;Prk
French:Zionist Organisation calledion®EdouardPepreux, to thatik-him fof the position
diren the

taken by the:Goveriiment and. asked:him to.da everything pd,ésxble to pr
Britist from: forciblyfdisembarking the:-Jews on French soil > ‘

A few jyears-afterthe ereation of the State of Israel anid. in befated
an invitation:from Israel’s representative; Maurice Fischer, issued in Mayp 1948,
Edouard Depreux and his wife visited Israel as guests of the Government. On hlS
ﬁémmtoi’ams he related-hisviews.of the country to an invited audience Inrreﬁamng ,
toithe: xadus,ﬁﬁ'alr h,e oommented that*he refused Bev:ﬂ’sﬂemandto and the

response to

IntenorM:mst.ry m’t’ﬁ :letters,oﬁ meductlon to the slocal authontxes it
1d: spemﬁwlly

épppmted both 6fthem. to the Government’ s::svelcoming committee 2
designatedPomerany> as:a » Yiddish and Hebrew interpretes. ' Accol:
besides }mnself ancther Mossadioperahve, Ohanan Zunborn, alsorachy

! ”Amhms ‘Nationales, Fonds Georges Bidailt; 457AP124, Note dela Dﬂechon
Administratives:et Sociales, reyPrésidentiWarfield, 22.7.47:

%NewYmkH_lel.d'lhblme@mpga_g_EQg_@_LZQTM

9]\ Qc
ot : ITOPCAL t[OIl 26.747. .
- +Rolitiques, Fonds Cletta et Daniel

J sf??“l' 55.
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Merpreter managed-to join: theFrench delegatton permitted hy the. Bn i
’ pnson shlpsa*few days Jater,'”
b -On28MJuly1947, the Mossad.. atSelf mob:hsedboﬂmts own-operatives and

those of Polonski’s:AJ tortraveél-post hastqto Marseilles and drganise overt and covert
- detions. The overt: dctions;were:to takethe formof mass des eonstrauon
it British by*a«contmgentbf Zionist youth iff the. spresence.ofithe French agd
international' préss: . They'were 150 totakefood to'the boats dndy if fie¢kssary, resist
any .attempt by the British-at forced: dlsembarkattom on- to‘Fg‘ench soil: ]
of covert'actionwis« to-extricaté the:Palestinianescorts and crew:of th
whilst at thie same time: emboldenmguthe.f othei passengers in their re sal to
disembark. .
A description of the scene at Porb»de-Bouc on 29 Iuly 1947, is encapsulated

in the foilowing newspaper report -

In Port—de—Bouc, the population of th:shttle tovm has. doubledr a5 France
“~_ Preparestp welcométhe: degonees Abeut:1; Oﬂagogwmbh EWS, most

of them: weahng shostt trousers; rucksacks.abd:Blanke rolls'havelarrived:

© since; dawn:tolend: the:rmofal‘and ﬁmeededaphysmélﬁupport

- The old-mraple-shaped esplanade bordering. the- mleﬁwheiatlm Jews were
~.+ expected to Have been landed - was lingd with Wmtmg trucks ﬁpd

ambulances. Two.companiés-of blue-uniformed Republican ¢
the crowds-back with wiré-rope cordons-and wooden: bafriers:.
smocked doctors and nurses scurried atound. A girls school ha
converted into an emergency hospital and feeding station.

{ beent

The report also stated that statistics on the oumber of passengers in the three prison
ships were:provided by.the Pyblic Health Ditector of the' Port of Margeilles. They -
indicated:-astojal passenger list of 4,389 madep of 1,832 men, 1,602/ women and 955
ch11 ren.Of these'some 40 were ill 1% Compared:to-thiel#;5 54 ininijrants who
ally:eft from Séteron11™ .'fuly, -oite can-assume-that the differehce was
accountedfm: by:the deaths.on/board and those remaining. in'Haifa| because of their

injuries:

On-30th July, the French National Assembly voted unanimoysly a resolution
asking Britain to solve-urgently and humanely the “tragic affair™ of the 4,500 who had
refused to- land“ in France. The resolution congratulated Paul Ramadjer and his '
Ministersfor theu’]ibera} actiop in reﬁ:snlg to-enforce the. dxsembar dation of the .
Homeléss Jews. '?* A few daysilater, followinga leadigiver’by MiroelPages,”
Deprmm}wrote to:Bidault ﬂescmbmg conditions pmbegtd the ships and stating that
the-presénce ¢ of 1heaBnt1$h inFrench: territorial watets ! might baveig detrimental -
effect on: Frenclr’*pubhcopzmbn&ﬂ@thereﬁ)re dxscreeﬂ}z suggested that:the British
e encoutaged to bring, their controversial exercise'to k spesdyiconglusion. 1

+ Bidaiilt’sreply: concentrated on'the serious-efféct that, meddrding to the -
French Ambassador inLonten, thestand-0fF atPort-de-Bauc;: :wag-havi
Fx‘ench diplonatic: relat{ons.\ Bidaultswas alarmed:that The Times® g

ccusation of .

l’mﬂadarsmﬁ %
7 ;’432 TabenhnArchxm Polonshﬁlm Box o2, Repart byArthurEpstem,

104 ‘ork Herall ’.[h'blme Edition), 30.7.47,

‘“Jm 3r747
% Zertal; Catastrophe, §7

onse Group
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Wmmstachg, Bl@ault ;[:'e]t itunwise to,put prréssure on the Brrttsh, .especiafly as, in
ﬂimﬁvgew: the fewi 1mm1grants whomad already dnsembarked would lead tp a greater
..movememmthegﬂdﬁyssahead coam g i
- L - Vincent: Auriolythe Frenchﬁzresxde mdlqated thatabecauseaof ttu z:oolmg—
+-off, in: ApglosErénch relations;Georges i It:gedided not toiattetd in I
- -em@msntagﬁymg the FrancasBritish: A hanoe,wpfmbnsly slgpﬂm Dutkirk in
' February nﬁthaf;ﬂ;eﬂ-r Instead-;llplomagxceghqnneléwereuuhsed; p :
. - Theymajer. Bnushbpmplmk :q@t;essedﬁtob__“um? sLondon 1

camymm Spemﬁcally in the cassvoﬂthe zExodus {he*B’nnslrbfaq
earlysw, rof its intended: dest}nanomd still ﬂﬁ,hadtb,eengp%rm,;.- K
- addition, Frapceiwéremove reniggiog on, Bidault’s aqmmumqqﬁ¢eiimm 2
L3 e ".oml:gb.lsm withithe remmpf theummlgmts to\:F:ancea e eﬁgct it wds Ef
Bepn _ wasin the firing Jine byt Bidault;: Bonsidered; Bevinls mosh:

: tr;ustwonhy allystad badly-lé¢ hintown and iembarrassed-hig:. The crjsif-wag all the’
more:setioysibegatise even those Britishrpolitical circles, which- normally condemned
entpoltbf ift Palestine, wercoutraged byithe French staﬁce; Whl heit deemed ‘

i
Mzba(L fa-lth
- Not prepared:to a]iow these Bmlsh recmmmatlons xto go

thoughts of a-great ﬂumber bﬁFtenchﬁ:@n, whose: Mmahongfor Bntam
palices were.nowydiminished by her current pokctes i Paiesnne Inone ¢
telhpg:glbes ‘he remarked

¥

We suggestfthat our former allies brmg tomind that-since the
.leemuen;:xthey had: for their part; given us cause for more.
appointment than enthusiagm.. ... The: brutal;fashmn in which, ag
holders.of the:Mandate in-Palestine;;they:brought to-ap end:our. o o
. Mandate-over-Syzia, and theii weak;occupation procedures in Gergpany..
are not: matters, ; 0th:alt wou!d strengthen an ‘Entente that they-nee;

much as we do. Mt

: Tms momL Jecture would indicate that many Frenchmen Were:»
from the’ gllbged, British: mvoLvelﬂent iny:France’s- ejeetion ﬁ'oml.eban
and the:differences of epmiom oYefipostswar Germany. ..

- G:eoxges Lomgeqr,, néw: working in Patis for the- MoSsad,{ was d 4

~the emment jpriest; L"Abbé- Glasberg; down toPort-de-Bouc- Ope ofhi

present. theZionist case to the press. Given the. intense heat, Glasberg
s inhis hoteI room from the comfort of a cold bath. Lojnger, together

givinginfe
w1 Yegyar?equraq:z and AndréBJumengm a]lpw,ed by the Bnuslg 0 board-one

Who‘ bBSlf *translat‘edfthe Yiddi’ shofthe? passwgers for the benefittof thejo
They Were' a'IB{Sres%ﬂt» h?m the ‘Secretary General of the Préfecture, s

9 Archives: Naugmlﬁ F2116089 Letter&om G. Bidanlt to Minister of the Interior, 5.8.47.

1% \zncent Atiriol, Toumal s_emssn 385,

1%y * Anrore, 5847, :
1191 > Anrore ,LnuerfromheueLoeweltoL’ Aurore, 6.8.47.
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out a declaration - to' the-passengers mvxtmg them to disembark if'they
ritited: copiesof the declaratiori in- French, Yiddish and Hebﬁew were then
. distiibuted. ¥
Lo 'Acdordmg to Loinger, the ‘immigrants were told, by messages ¢ 'i)ped on
i board-by? Hagatnah mernbers; that if théy'disembarked the creation of alJewish state
was at nsleix]’stadxﬁrtﬁn ’thatthey‘kw&e certainly.exploited; Loingepgoirited.out
| i dts’“sfmc:sm and desite toigo o Palestine!atfallidosts sy the true
inotwémoh o theﬁ«:es:staube Thé. pf“ésepcé of farge'numbefs Of pregnpiit women
i\ ~Vias, e eohceded, ceftalﬁlrplmned‘fqﬂfs«pubhmty eﬁ’ectf ?Itwas a pilitical matter,
Everythm is fau inlove andWar "Tﬂ]ﬁy [@fhecmossad} hived og teqt scobp!™1?

@'ants Shaul

5 rort note on

% 9th August »1’94»? Jrredd: “Iths my@tehsqrefo fransmits t.ow bty thd
c'oﬂgmnﬁa";ié‘ﬁs ‘and thainks,of the Heaglqiiartets ofthe HbghhanPale
Cottageons afidintfepid activitiesih respectzqfréheaxodu% ;- b ’ﬁf"
‘AsotinFrendh; Nicirov-explainedthatifor undérstandibl 3, 3
irou’[%ttemnl? Mithishig initials, D¥spite thispiedaitidng ths’hseparate Tehter w
unacqoumably §1gned-m full: “SiMeéyerov:.* .

n ‘The Starid-off bétween'theBritish and the immigrants On’ﬂbom*d he three-
pftsen shiips-asted for’over three Weékshn theblazing Hieat'df suitirtier: |Only:some 130
izﬁngrants wwefe taken ashiore; 7Tofthem forfeasons of ilFhealth.'** Neve;
the British ffiéer in'chidrge’ of the-three ships, a ColonelGregson, wasjo
‘thb@aﬂy da'ysé'that‘ﬁle small tﬁgkle OfJeWs"dlsembaﬂcmg“ WOuldﬂgrow i

pmpaganﬂa eﬁ“drts aﬂd the comphclty of the French authomlgs Who,he
har@Rned thie itimigtdnes info-refiising all blandishments: His-assessmé
sapportéd By the RG;who-eféired o tiessages concealediin-fibd take
" iritérveiitibi of Jewishi Hielpers; the'preserice’of Jewish intéfpretérs on Hrench police
Jlautichesiand - the use 'df a:loud-speakefmounted on'a fishing bioat . They, als:
out'the réptasdhtativey-of the FSIF as béingoppbsed to d1§embarkano . Fina
fisted 19"mﬁmber§ ofthe: Haganah 1ﬂenuﬁef14 atPort ——de-Bouc

immigrants fréim volintéeting ef(ﬁ‘id1saenibz!i?rk:atlon is refemzd%m the } r' port of a
Britidhisiaval officer M'S Also Renseigribments Généraui:eported a'fight.
iimshigratitsofittie EmpireRivak ' Cléarly o the qﬁéstxéﬁ ofﬁlsemb o
wastiever100%% solidarity.

"Fhie.-atinounéément onzznd‘August that the’ mmxgrants had
oppoﬂu‘ﬁztir to”‘dls%m‘barksvohgtanl?aﬁiranoe or face shipment to’
excépt for-dix volihteers; with 4 fiegative response: Accoidingte Re
Générmis, the leaders oriboardds el as the local Jewi sii leadersinHrance saw

i Iniervfewﬁﬂt@eorges Lomger, 10.11.02.

“WadfabenhnArdnv&,PohﬁfmﬁlmBoxmz,Undamdm
“3IniemewwnhGeorgesIomgel; 10.11,02, .
““I—IaganahAfchrws,‘BlnmcFFd'm, 123/Blumel/2 Letters from Meirov to Blumel, §.8.47.

115 Kochav, PostHg 269.
16 AréhivesiPepartemnents sdeDR 148W185, Préfet BDR to Minister of the Iterior, 1.8.47.

the: D:madr&ﬁwke 18047

18 'FNA, Arbm 20684, 2.9.47.
' titales'des BDR, 148W185, report on sitaation atPon-de- Bduc by

Renteignémerits Générdtx ; 18.8.47.
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uz Amhxvds*a & én&lé@dﬁ“ﬁm 138W185 Reporton mlmgrants of the Exddus submitted to

e . e
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. some benefits in the immigrants being takento the British-Zone in. ny. Firstly
sas-conditions.in Germany- would-be worse tHapithey could expectin-Frahce, the

mmigyants:wouldsbe motivitéd o dnsidt oritheinremoval to; Pplestme econdly,
commumcattojimﬁ Gmmany«bemgaehsmm; Jtﬁeammlgi'ants ‘hadkabetter

Before\thef shlps:departetf Pomer
MAE on board'tie ships: Whlstetheétattm v iy
disembark, Pometantz, duringhis translatmn, secretly intimted that .'5Yishuv
‘would endeavourto‘ facilitatejtheirAli abizasisonn as pssible; 22,
| On 21* August Duff:Copperti a:meéhng“wﬂh“.de‘éult JIn his mbSequent
- report to the Foréign Office e iidicated: that:hiefhad .previously sent B
from a captured diary. (presumably. fim-oneof théExodusp; sengers)y
the assistance'thé immigrants:liad sreceivedifiomithe Frencl} thpimess Bzdault
“ resporidédithiat hic- was not preparediis-anywhy i@édefeﬂd«(mbxcuse thie] &cﬁons of the'
French Governinent. At the same time he' did'not wish to pfovoke a mlustenal crisis
&s-m@ny event, in'his opinion, the present Government would sut‘v:vminly until
. October. He Iﬁdmated*that“fxevvmﬂd then, most probably, become Pri ;ne Minister '*
It tumed -out thdt he'was'-wiong: inthat-aésessment, - °
'I'he follovwng day Duﬁ‘Cooper had a calI from Léen Blum in i‘catingmthat if

:tzéqcegmpaniedﬁze Tepresentative of the ‘

quota:He sag@ﬂed*asxmﬂaﬁanangement'could be made‘ﬂowforz Exodus
1m1mg1vants; \Dpff Cooper, however;thad.néver- heard oﬁthat agreemet and in any

mdldated that-it was deﬁmtely toolate. He would neverthelew repo
lns;"supénom anhe was anxiouste ﬁncL a sohrtlon :

the’BntlshsEtﬁBassy»hand‘ed a’notetwRaynronda B@usqueﬁ; requesnng
Govermntent welconieback ontoits térmitory the.immigtants. from:the;
when they-were moved out from the British Zone. The Tesponse recoinmended' by
Bousquet, after a long analysis of thehistory of the Aﬁ'alr, was that ‘Hrance shouid
only accept those who came voluntarily to France and thiat this should not be
considered a-precedent. Whatever the numbers of thosewho volunt sqred to re-enter
France; they: would be treated as part of the:existing transit arrangeménts'** (i.e-within
the revised quota-of 19;000) That:this. request - wasiopén knowledge iy Zionist circles
is. suggestediby .a letter sent:by: Marc-Jarblum to:the Interior. Miistétr, Edouard.
Depreux.The iriformality of the letter:alsoratteststo thi-dégreedf cldse sconsultation
stmg <at-thi$ level-between Frenchi:Zioists andiseniorGovernment officials.

mIb:d. RG report, 22:8.47.

2! Hadari HaMossad:A7. .

1% TNA; FOB71/61823, Duff Cooper to Foreign Office, 21.847.

3 1bid,, Doff. €ooper to Foreign Office; 22.8.47, 6.55PM. The prison ships set safl for Hamburg at 6
m:omrthat day.

s Haganah Archives, Blumel'files; 123/Blumel/2. Note prepared by Direction Gduérale des Aftaires

Administeatives et Socnales, 25847, .
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Yam leéiiing tomorrow morking for Zijrich to.attend a mﬁetmg of
Directors of the FewishAgenty for Palé'é'tfﬁé‘ At'the last morient I’

Would send to Hamburg, under the: folqumg onditions:

transxt

Certdin monthly AutabépioEiitites for’
* 'présent quota, (let us say 700 to 1;000)

Depreux answered Jarblum by simply mdlcanng that he had wrjth
MAE, expressing views similar to those of Jarblum. '
The MAE :appeared to have taken up the suggestion, for in early

in'London. Speclﬁcally the French had recently mcreased the quota of i

permitted to transit through France from 8,000 to 19,000, which easily ac

a return.by-the Exodiis: ‘ppassengers, should:they volunteer to do so. The Fy

Gavernment made one essential proviso however and that was that the- B!

: guarantee to provide every month thereafter, a certain number of certific
Palesting. '/

That an attempt was then wmade by the British to encoura,ge those

s hurrymg 0" 58k ofyoix ite foﬁong"“ t§ acceptithe Bfitish- eiand td -
“feceive {back} in France the réfuged! 5 iy m the;Exodus thaf the Briti

1'%t mdfst ‘Conicern onfytﬁ;ds@ Who% Would: come & lintarily.
- 21o. recewethelﬁ‘ oﬂ*a femétra‘i‘y 5a£ns*hke«o Bi' 'refu ;

It seems to me that these cpndmbns are just ified and not exaggerated

France ha§ béen wonhei'fﬁlm £hisAfrATY Hitd yoi éif,«:o‘ij%]&-’a fiy-deaf
Minister, haVe feally Tefiécted mesenﬁmemgoftﬁ%‘%peop oG F i wi
a rare noblhty _ : .
~—
Thank u,
- ¥Your devoted M. Jarblum

3'Thé Britisk Govemment EBindits to givin, ‘P’gf these refugbes a
eﬁnne ‘out pf the

'ench
Htish
ates for -

who had

been taken to-the Poppendorf and Amstau internment camps in the Briti
Germany to voluntqer for repatriation to'France is clear from Foreign 0
-However by 28" September the British had to recognise thatthe atte
three volunteers, had failed dismally. 128 The new French initiative was
still-born..

. 5.4 Prologue
In' July 1982,4 metal plaque was attached to the sea wall at Séte

clandestme resistant’ nmmgrants facing thie British naval blockade, em
the Exodus *47 assisted by the ople of Séte and the regional avthoriti
build a new fife in their ancestral home in Israel.” g

August-1947].
124 1hid, Edouard Depreux to Jarblum, 25.8.47.
‘” Le.Mg_ngg, 19.417.

TNA, 'CQ 337/3953, ”Frmt; Iiulgbecke to'Foreign Office, 30,947,
As vecordeéd i a‘ﬂ“%i?ﬁ‘y thid atithar to Ste it Angust 2003,

1Zone of
ce records.

at the poiﬁt

of embarkation of the Exodus passengers. It reads “On 11% July 1947, 4530 ' :
ed here.on
, i order to

125 A rehives Nationales, F7116089 Jarblum to Edouard Depreux, Sunday [undated but Hearly in
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At the plaque’s unveiling ceremony’ deleganons from Israel and former
members of the French,administration-wers: ent;Hadarl injerviewed $tanislas
Mangin, previously-of the DST arid asked ];llm)“ilily they had a‘smsted the Mossad. He

replied - Hon o

The Frepch wete ashamed of W “‘h'gt ié:%giqé[&% 1011
,V" Réglme Aﬁovéhl},*ﬁ?é;;--; Sigoiten that
e Sy ST B
1n$trué‘h ﬁ'om i‘hé jP 2 %ﬁ% i 'fét

i s

1mmlgrant§ 10! ﬁalest' fe. 13& ﬂ’ i
Could there be any better corroboration of ¥ren __-Lf s oy
i Ahyah Bét, ﬁian this’ Statement by the Deé'utj Dn'ectof é}‘ 7 Y
. agency? _ q; 3 :
- ., e _ i ) ! ‘;‘ . ) \
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