|migrants aboard: apike Russian,
|many velonged to militant Cori-
|munist organizz tmna. some Iaay
. jjhave been; non-Jews and some had
y dacuments showing . that they had

|World War II,’these sources say.

bt e

. ward Palestine with the knowledge

“|lall of it has yet -reached Wash-

_tinformation,

- {the immigrants of the Pan York

Were Bound

Offrcta[s Say. Records

Se:szed Ships Were Active Pdrty Agents
—Imply Soviet Inspired the Trip

Show T hat Many on

4 , * Bpeclal to Tme
LONDON, Jan. 31—The unagy-
thorized Jewish immigrant ships
|Pan Yerk and Pan Crescent, which
salled from behind the ‘Iron
Curtain” for Palesting’at the end
of, Décember, . were . carrying many
Communist agents, according to
official British sources, . .
One thousand-of the 15,000 im-

.

served in' Hoviet forces during

[The: {mmigrants ofi these ves-|
sels and on a number of others|
that sailed earler fror: the Black
Sea were collected and sent to-f {

and: sometimes with the active
connivance of the Soviet Union’
[and its satellites, according to,

By HERBERT L. MATTHEWS

Yorx Truzs,

neceuaruy considered d_ subversive.|
Nevertheless, the British have'
convinced themselves that large-|

__.r-.._~L_._H»__ﬁ__.__.. p—— o

|acale Jewish immigration, far from,

being discouraged or prevented hy
Soviet satellite governments, has’
been deliberately encouraged hy
tham. Singe the British take it for
granted that ‘the satellites. would!
not or could not pursue such al,
polity independently, they assume’
thaf the immigration is in accard
with Soviet policy.

In the case of the Pan York and
Pan Crescent, the Russian condi-
tions are helieved to have been
that the ships would be released

jonly if 1,000 Jewish Communists’
were included among the immi-

grants. .

. It seems that at the last moment
Jews in Palestine tried to hin:event
or at least to delay the ships' de-:
parture. It was at this time that:
a quarrel within the Jewigh Agency;
for Palestine, followed by . the:

1resignation of Dr. Moshe Sneh, se-'a

curity officer of the agency, t,ook

IB]‘.‘iﬁBh officials.
. 'I'hese statements are bound to!
fcatise dismay now- that they are .

Fl

being made for the first time with| *

[

'authoritative backing. No state-
ment made here iz made on the
authority of thig correspondent or
of THE NEW YORK TIMES. '
Every statement comes from
British- ofticial reports, ambasza-
dorial, ministerial:and mﬂitary
Much *of this mforma.tmn hasli
been made known to the State De-
partment and the Combined Chiefs
of Staff in Washington, but not

ington.
Some of it has been forwarded

{by the British to Moscow for its

The security ]:reca.utm‘ns taken
in advance hy and on behalf of

and Pa.n Crescent were so thorough
that PBritish officials found it im-
passible to get direct positive évi- |
|dence that any Russian-sponsored
suhversive elements were among
the immigrants. In this connec-
'Lﬁon' Communist elements are,not

J|from the Soviet Union. Since no-
Jone can go out of Russia without
i approva.l the PBritish take it for

| there is evidence to the effect that

Y

14ransit.

Dlace. The Jewish Agency did not:
halt the shipa.

From the British official reports’
it iz possible to re-create the back-!

ment of events as the British un-
derstand them.

For. at least two yeara Jews
streamed steadily into Rumania

granted that Soviet ‘authorities
knew of this migration. Moreover,

Soviet authorities occasionally put,
military transport at the disposal
of Jewish leaders to ta.cll:ta.te thia

It is also asgsarted that many of
these Russian Jews not only were

ground and chronological develop-|

with the"permission
of the Soviet ection of the Allied|

ties in Rumania.

Klarman "and Moshe Averbuch,
who have bedn implicated in this
hnn;igmtion ‘Mr. Averhuch was
connected with . Haganah, Zionist
militia. e helleved that the

Rumanian speret police. was im-
plicated wi the tacit approval of
‘Mogcow,

“Barly In- ovember, 1847, Dr.
.8neh, a fo. r leader of Haganah,
conferred in| Bucherest with Mr.!

Averbuch and Dr. J. J. Schwarz,
European dinector of the American.
Joint: Distrifution Committee, ac-
| cording to [the documents. The!
| British think that wag the time
| Dr. Sneh acpepted Russian condi-
“{tions for sailing of the Pan
York and the Pan Crescent.

On Nov, If, British officials be-

ing. ot the| Palestinian Jewlsh
Communist barty from a Jewish

nist party stating 'that the Ru-
meanian GoYermment -would not'
ish Cominunists who
lpave for Palestine to’

|strengthen the Communist move-
ment there

British ormatmn early. in De-;
cember wa3 that Ana’ Pauker,
Rumanian {ommunist leader and
now Foreigny Minister, was appar-|
ently oppospd to this emigration.

| from Rumehia and was trying to’
stop it. However, the British sur-
mise that-aB the Pan York and the’
{Pan Cres: were released . from)
Constanta, & Rimanian p«:ﬂ'tl a.nd
y with Rumanians’
from Burpgss, Bulgaria, Madame
Pauker must have changed her’
it changed for her.

a long per!od when
the two shlps lay empty in Can-

Oct;. Tanid the Pd{;m ‘Clegcent. Oct.

5. ands Bt-leave until
g that, periqd repairs
¢.ships were refitted

among unauthorized immigrents’
in the last two years hut further-

| more- received priority over Jews;
|from elsewhere in Europe. It is

asserted that Jews were helped by
the Russians and Rumanians to.
emhark from Rumanian Black Sea
ports as well as'to get to Buigaria.

Although c!earancea to ordinary,
travelers are virtually impossible:
to .get, these imimigrants readily

Prior to the sailing of the Pan
York and the Pan Crescent, at
least four shipy with tmauthorized

to Palestine from Black Sea ports;

ot exit clearances. l

1g)}g‘.ﬁrf.}; tons of fuel. oil
af comipany under

, the imlnigrants had
been:lined p the- customeary way.
g to go filed applica-

signed to allocal g‘roup leader, and
the immi tas Were told they

leave. “~ They were noti.fied firat
that they ¥would sail from Con-
stanta, : :

Oh. Dec."R0 & number of cattle

tanta.'r “The Pan York got "there:

cdr traina
mania get
most of

rom all parts .of Ru-
t for Constanta, where

5’
?‘N
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"ment they crossed the Bulgarian

"I algﬁ rﬁzthenf(rohﬁaridﬁe&x

A _= urggh o

?stnq;‘. cuqtoi'na exa.minu.tjﬁrf.;of all

al;‘;'jere;d, :
BUlgarid,”
ha.q:"ﬁqt

aAnta were,

ose in: Conatanta’ lef
mprning of: Dec. 24 for the.Bul-

ga.ri,sm frontler,

the'Rumanian side thare Was

RO

rthe “immigrants, but; " yiously
extoygh, ‘there was no sear jor in-[
-tertention of any kind on,,‘ Bul-
‘garian“side’ or durin% fenty-
«four-hour journey to Burgds, where
-the Jews arrived the moming of
:Dee. 268 .

The embarkation had been re-
markably well organized..The Jews !
stayeddn their trains from the mo-

frontier until they boarded the
ships, Bulgarian oﬁ'icm.ls kept- out
of mght even in Burgas, although
dock authorities were said to ha.ve
‘been helpful.

Bach immigrant received a card’

. |orders had been to destroy all doc-

what sitting he was to eat at'and

on ‘the ship. Fach &lso received &
metal' Identification disk on =2
string. Discipline was :trict at all
times. I
Both ships sailad from Burgs.l
on Dee, 26. They were hoavded, un~
opposed, by the British Navy oft
Cyprus and thence escorted to
. Famagusta, where t,he debarkatlon
took place Jan, 1.
Questioning Difficult .
* Then came the usual interroga-
tion by British authorities. It was
& ditficult matter-because the im-
migrants, had to be debarked,
quickly and could not be segregat-
ed afterward. Security during the
train journey and the.sea voyages
had been so highly organized that
there was not much to find. The

uments, and Haganah leaders gave
repeated - warnings about doecu-
ments and about talking to the
-British.

- Nevertheless, & number o: docu-{.
ments -were discovered: Amon%
them were membership cards
the Uhjon of Communist Youth in

.| Rumania, the Rumanian GCommu-'

hist party, the Lenin United Com-
munist Association, the Union of,|
Femgle Anti-Fascists and the
Unlversal. Democratic Front.,

| Ali~these bodles, it is asserted,
Tare militant Communist orga.niza-l
tions. Moreover, & number of,
Communist handbocks were found.
As was previously stated, some of
the documents,showed that certain
passengers had served in Rusaian
forces during the war.

Also, about 1,000 of ‘the immi-, .

-rgra,nt.s spoke Russlan, according

.to the British, who acknowledged
that they ha.ve ‘no means of con-
Lfirming -their suspicions that some
of these were non-Jews.

- Most of the immigrants w:re
Rurhanians. There wers relat.{vely‘
Tew Hungarians, Bulgarians on
Germans.

This correspondent « eats:
Every statement in this dir?pa.tcli
iz based on British official reports.
gcl);m iz made on the authority of:

gcorregspondent or of
New YoRKspTu%.s _ THE,

T -

uugnmg him to a bunk, stating
detailing his general .dutles while |
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KYRENIA, Cyprus, Feb. 9. (JPA) -- The Central ogﬁpd%m of the Jewish Ha-
migrant Camps on oﬁﬁ.:m which w&mﬁosmHM denled British aHHmmmwwonm "@wm.a Cotmun gt
agents were among the Pan York g Pan Uregdent impigrants, has revpaled thaf .mwumm
of the visaleds Esumwmm&m were wmmﬁmu mw.awn. béing u.n._.,oﬁ.omm.amq. by a un.uﬁmw om Titer;

The Committee told a: wmswmn.m oowummwowmdg that the Jetrs weré not nmﬁmm;
shout visaless imnigration but gbout "Soviet astivities in Bulgaria and wﬁmmu.
‘Pardicularly information concerning the numbér, nature ‘and kind of oﬂ.m.n §mwm”_.m
in *the Blatk Sea, , descriipbions o Msmmmmu m&&m.amuwm in Bulgaria and mmdmp._.m of Sotiet
ﬁ«q@@ iovemente, Wheti"£Ke ‘thirse iJeve daid they knew ao.awwﬁw of such riatters the
oww..rowﬂ accused them of withholding information and beat them.
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.13écent %tory éimrgmz Comtmmisu
Yo .Among Refuzees Cntlcized

AL
'_"',. _?_.

To THE EDToR 0 THx-Nzw ° Yogic Trrs:
In Her'bert Matthe%n’ dl§pa.tch in
THE 'rmmsL of ‘Feb. 1 he- "quotes: “aus
thorlta.tw
fect-. that the -immi
York #nd, Psn «Crescentt contained

Communiqta ’Perhaps* the mopt .de- :.its satellites without the blessings .

pressing factor, «n this “suthoritative” |
evidence, pa.rtlcularly because 1t-is ine
dzca.tive of .the pnmt of view.of its au-;
thors, 'are .auch = ements as ‘“‘some:
' had documents’ nhowing that they had:
,&erved in* Sovlet. forces ‘during Eh J
Second Wokld : War," and ‘t.h.a.t. “ons'
thousand of. the' ﬂfteen" thousand’ im-'
migrants .abroad apoke Russia.n o,
; Inasmich 83 we are asked to 2o~
‘cept thé view that our fellow soldiers
of yesterday are to be, denied the Tight!
to seek refuge for, themaelvea and their’
children, I would lie- to ‘submit the'
tollowing ohservationa .

When I'entered, Berlin in-July, 1845,
with the advance echelon’ of. the United
States .element of the Alfied, Control
Couneil, after spending seVeral months
in othev parts of Germany, I found
many men and women who had trav-!
eled .for.monthg to get out of the Rus-

BritisH sources to- the ef . that these people were Communiats, o
£ shjp§ Pan | the fallacious belief that they could n

.area. Many just walled out. I sa

sian Zone. They were.in search of pos-.
sible survivors of their families, They
were a.lso In search of normal living.
I saw infants who had been born in
the forests en route; to Berlin. There
was no question in my mindg that be-
fore parents undertook such a journey
they must -have been impelled by both
inspiration and desperation. Many of
these peopie. had lved in that portion
of Poland which had been overrun by
the Russians in 1941 by agréement with
Hitler. Some lived in countries which
were 8ubdequently conquered by the
Russians; These men were either
transferred to Russian labor camps in
the interior or, “whenever “poasible,
joined. up with-the Russian forces and
aided in the hght; against ourcommon
enemy.

We regarded thee people ax- fellow
soldiers; ‘we \sympathlzed w1th ‘their,
wounded bodies, we admired then'r for
hav;:ng fought to the very last. Un-'
doubtediy, many ¥t them had learned
te speak: Russian. And as for their
having “served in the Soviet forces
during t.hc Second 'World ‘War,” thia, at
that tinie, ‘increased our admiration for,
theth, Because the world pohtlca.l aitu-
ation hessince: changed, shall we now
say that these men should not have left.
theit Wfning homes o foir -with what-
ever ‘forces were availahle to them in
the fight against Ge,rma,ny" “This would
be tantamolint to condemning Ameri-
can, British -and French noldmrs for
having fought on the same side &% tha
Russians. .

“Considerable stress is.placed in th
‘report, in arriving at the ccm‘cluli

‘ have. left the Russian Zone, Russia

the Soviet Government. Many of
men and women . met told me h
they had traveled out of the Rusai

people do this myself during 1
and early 1946. Many detoured sen
poata by merely walking ssveral a
tional miles. Where sSentrles weye
strict, they waited till nightfadl
alipped through. Not all of them made
I°‘cannot escaps the feeling that
“official report” is the product of over!
enthusiastic junior officlalsa who have
started with a contlusion and haye
‘| sought evidence which would mippoft’
it. Civilization is so highly indebted,fo
England for ita contribution to o
basic _concepts of fair play, that |t
seems hardly worthy of that great
tign to harass a handful of tormentgd
DP's for political objectives.
JOSEPE M. LANDOW.

New York, Feb. 4, 1948,
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L% BRITAIN CONFIRNS

[

‘SMUGGLING OF REDS

Foreign Office Tells Officially
of Agents on Palestine Ships
—Refutes Cyprus Denial

GOT DATA, MARSHALL SAYS

40 Out of 57 Refugee Craftj

Halted Thus Far, Colonial
Chief Informs Commons .

By HERBERT L. MATTHEWS -
Special to Trx Nrw Toxx Toars,

‘LONDON, Feb. 2—The British
Foreign Office officially confirmed
today & dispatch in THE NEW
York TIMES of last Sunday report-

Ing evidence 4n British- documents

ty offlcers of thp Palestine Gov-
ernment,
back to Jerusalem, mot to Bir'God-
frey, who had nothing.to do with
this gpestion, it wag stated. h
Two British officials ruefully
commented to this writer today
on the difficulties that arose]
when, “In “their words, the right
hand did not know what the left
hand was doing, Sir Godfrey ias
connected with the Colonial Of-
tice, not with theForeign Office,
Wwhere officiala were frankly flab-
bergasted at his statement.
| At any rate, his contribution
i forced the Foreign Office to go

These officers reported|

on record openly on this subject,
THE NEW YoRK TIMES dispatch
pointed out that every statement
made Was official and came from
"British officlal reports, ambassa-
dorial, ministerial and military,"”
dnd was not made on the authority
of the writer of THE TIMES.

Today’s statement by tha For-
eign Office spokesman unreserved-
1y supportad that assertion,

It seems generally realized that
the controversy cannot be left in
- its present confuged state. There
| have been szigns that Foreign Sec-
retary-Bevin is going to be ques-
tioned about it in the House of
Commons. It also i3 possible that
the whole issue may be crystaliized

that many Communist agents: at the United Nations.

weré abeard the umauthorized!
Jewiyh ifamigrant ships Pan- York,

and Pan Crescent.

‘A spokesman for the Foreign
Office told newspaper men at the
regular daily press conference held

.there: that the information in THE

NeEw YorRK TIMES dispatch had
been based on official material fur-
nished to THE NEW YORK TIMES.
' Doubta were cast on the account
yesterday by a statement from Sir
Godfrey Collins, Commissioner for
the Jewish immigrant camps in
Cyprus, where the passengers of
the two ships pow are interned.
Sir Godfrey denfed that Commu-

niet literature and identity papers|:

were found and said-there -were 1o
indications that there were any
Communist agents among the im-
migrants. Lo .

When agked about this state-
ment, the Foreign Office ‘spokes-
man said that Sir- Godfrey could

not have had the information that|

was available elsewhere. The Com-
misgsioner, 1s merely ‘in ‘charge of
routine. administration, said the
spokesman, and is not in any sense
responsible for security.

"It seems clear that he was not{

Informed,” he added. -
Report Sent to Jerusalem
From other offlcial sources It

**was learned that interrogation of

Immigrants at Famagusta, Cyprus,
was, as always, handled by ‘Securi-

Commons Asks Ship Data

Parliamentary concern with
some agpects of unauthorized im-
_igration was shown by questions
i in Commons today. Maj. T. V. H.
¢ Beamish, Conservative, asked Co-
i lonial Secretary Arthur Creech
| Jones how many ships had tried to

land such immigrants since V-E
Day. The Colonial Secretary said
that fifty-seven vessels . were
known to have tried, of ‘which
faorty had been/intercepted. Since
June, 1946, only four small ships
i -escaped intervention, he added.

i _In reply to another question, Mr.
; Creech Jones ‘said that the totai
[ cost of operating Jewish refugee
, camps. in rus was £2,500,000
. [$10,000,000] te date. He assured
: the Commons that this cost would
+ fall and wag falling on the Pales-
! tinian Government, not on British
i taxpayers. This, he added, means
: that Arab taxpayers are contribut-~
Ing, ag well as Jews.

Information Recelved by Marshall

! rtﬁtary of State Marshall said today
the

- way to Palestine from the Balkans.

General Marshall said at a news
conference that he had zeen the
Department’s -report but did not
recall” on. what authority it was
. baged. He added that he had a dim

thing like 150 fto 200 identified

- were halted by the British. .

WASHINGTON, Feb. 4 P)—Sece-| tin

S{tate Department had been|
) Informed that Communists were!
i among a group of Jewigh immi-
' grants intercepted while on thej

recollection. the report said some-{.

» Communists were included among|”- °
' the 12,000 Immigrants. Their ships].

LONDON, Feb. 4] (Reutera)—
The -British Foreign |Office today

| confirmed that a consjderable num-

of Communist party. members
among the
immigrants

charge of the Jewlsh|visa-less im-
migrant camps at Pyprus,

» Communist agents | among his
charges, would not necessarily be
"aware of the Informatjon in posses-
sion of the RBritieh JGovernment,
which had been, oltained from
other sources.

He refused to gomi
wTewish correspondent
Yer it was not strangdg
ficer in charge of sepurity .at the
camps at Cyprus hkd not been
‘Informed sbout Comfnunist pene-
.tration when such Inférmation had
been passed to tho United States
State Department. :

He atated that th
been given to THE
TIMES from  Brit
| sources, '

Welzmann Disco

The reports of
agents on the Pan
Crescent are
sense,”
eran Zignist leader,
. York yesterday. He
Southempton on the
Mary. L

The 73-Year-old forzher president
of the World Zionist Prganization
said: “To brand therh as Bolshe-

ked wheth-
that the of-

£ news ha.d'
NEW YORK
jsh

Report

hrrived from
Tiner Queen

against them ig, I think, very un-
fair.”

Hg declared that
the immigrant ships
whose lives had bee
in_ their former co

In past electiong in
‘had been evident
. munist party was a *
, factor, Dr, Welzmann
that "Belshevism - al
ishes where there is
poverty or other ab
nomic conditions,” which he re-
marked did not prev

9,

ere persols
In danger

es,
Palegtine it
the Com-
icroscopic™
aid, adding

who
strongly denjed thaf] there -were.

et when a

offlcial [

viks and create puplic opinion,

[od v




leprus Official Repudiates Denial
'Of Red Agents on Palestine Ships

Y ies
. 6,947

LONDON, Feb. 5—S8ir Godfrey
Collins, Commissioner for the Jew-
ish immigrant camps in Cyprus,
eategorically denied today that he
had said, as guoted in a Reuters
dispatch, there were no indications
of Communiat agents among Jew-
ish'immigrants from the ships Pan
York and Pan Crescent, it was
stated by a Colonial Office spokes-
man here today. , -

Sir Godfrey also declared that he
had not denied that Communist lit-
erature and identity papers were
found on those ships.

The supposed statements by the
 British official irt Cyprus on Tues-
day caused a sensation here and
apparently in New York, - since
they appearéd to.refute informa-
tion that the Foreign Office had
furnished to THE NEW YORK

: © Special to THE Nsw York Truss.

“Sir Godfrey Collins stated that
the local correspondent of The
Palestine Post informed him that
Mr, [Herbert L.] Matthews of THE
NEW York TIMES had stated that
there were 1,000 Communists on
the ships and that Communist Iit-
erattire had been found on them,,
and asked whether BSir Godirey
khew this. Sir Godfrey said“he
had no information on the subject.

“He made no denial, and the
correspondent was aware of this.
Sir Godfrey was also unaware that
this statement that he had no in-
formation would be used as a Reu-
ters message misconstruing it into
an official denial.” .

Tor the record, it should .be
noted that the -original. dispatch
from London did not say that

-1

TIMES. Both the~ I'OTEIED Offiee
and the Colonial Office were mys-
tified and asked Sir Godfrey what
had happened.

The Colonial Office spokesman
gave THE NEW YORK TimES this
afternoon the following account of
the reply from Sir Godfrey:

there were 1000 Communist
agents on the two ships. 1L said
that according to British- official
documents, 1,000 of the immi-
grants spoké Russian and that
British officialg believed there
were “many” Commuists on the
Pan York and Pan Crescent,

wd
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MARSRALL SAYS 150 COMMUNISTS "INFILTRATED" JEWISH REFUGEE BHIPS;SOURCE-OF TWTA NOT CLEA]

WASHINGTON, Feb. 4. (JTA) -- Secretary of State Marshall said today that
the Staete Depertment has iaformation that between 150 and 200 Communists were emong

the 15,000 Jewish immigrents on the Pan York and Pan Crescent.

Asked at his weekly press conference whether the information came from the
British Government or was independentiy secured by the State Depariment, Marshall
replied he was unsble to answer ,8ince the Information was merely handed him on e
typewritten sheet with no indica'bion a8 4o its source. Ee geld he would inquire

into the source, however.

Later, M, J. McDermott, sSpecial assistent on press relations to Marshall,sald

Lyﬂ//‘oo

20

"The Depar'bment nas thus far received only preliminary reports from the British Gov-
ard to Jewish refugees on 'l:he Pan York and\ Pan Crencent.
fuseee are now on Cyprua. Most of 586 YolugoTy—are—Runanian

These reo=-

character of the prelimlnary reporte does not warrant further comment at this time."
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BRITISH COMMISSIONER IN CYPRUS REITERATES DENIAL ON "COMMUNIST INFILTRATION". AMONG DESv i

KYREILACyprus, Feb, 6, (JTA) -- Sir Godfrey Collins, British administrator of

the Jewish refugee campe in Cyprus, today reiterated that he had heard "sbaolutely no~ o

thing" of any Communist papers being found among the 15,000 Jews who were diverted by

the British from Paleatine to Cyprus sboaxd the +wo refugee ships Pan York ahd Pan .
Creacent, |

Commenting on a communique issued yesterday in London by the Colonial Office
which 8aid +that Collins denled making such & statement on Tuesday, Sir Godfrey told
& Reuter correspondent here today that the first time he had heard of any Commmist: .
vapers. - Dbeing discovered among the FPan York and Pan Crescent immigrante was when

a London report containing this allegation was published in the New York press lest
Sunday.
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Shertok; ‘Malicious
And Fantastic’

The ‘New York T:mes, in a
special dispatch from Milwaukee,
reported that Moshe Shertok
-political chief of the Jewish

- Agency for. Palestine, had de-

\@ clared in an interview that the
British charges - that DP ships

S ] were carrying Communist agents I
- we;ﬁ “fantastic and malxcuous un-_
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