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y Xylotimbou (CW— I am writing

nls in the world's 7est village. | Above, the
sur. burns from a sky ~f c¢loudless blue with the un-
scasonable intensity of a sub-tropical {summer. 1o
uhe immedinte east the calm tideless waters kiss the
snnds 1n a ceaseless gentle lapping. Tjo the wust
the changlng rays give tonal variety tg the russe?
an the ranpe of low hills. For this villlage 1s set
ir. oné¢ of the mast brvautiful of the Mediterranean
isles - Cyprus.

Yet 1t 1s not bdcauty that gives |unigueness to
thls village. The strangeness comes from the popula-
tion. For this community is made up off two thousaad
yourgsters ranging in age from five to{seventecvn,
forming ont of the most heterdgencous groupS in the
world—These young boys and givis eome—from moru
thom—rd07en countries: Poland, Russia, Rumania,
jungary, Czecheslovakiu, Germany, Austnig, Lithuarla,
b ., Swenen, Belgium, France end Holland. They
cvmv—from—EIT?erEﬁszlasseb, different [s6cial groups,
alfferent backgrounds. LIach has a diffierent stiory,

{ caCh @ different experitence. Each has{g—casec—history.
IachSpeaks at lceast two of a dozen dlfjfferent langud-
ges. OUne thing alone they share tmTommen: 2all arc
Edropean Jews - with all that that implies in this
vust-3%c-ornd -war-wcrld. It means for one thing that
mu5t of them are vrphans. It means, fqr another,

that all have—smexpertence of suffering and travel -
the hard way - across a half dozen unddrground fron-
tiers. These youngsters are survivors [of the duath
camps of war-torn Europe - often the sdle survivors

of their families. After journeying tHe 'Pimpernel’
route of kuropc, they have made the cligndestine trip
a:rosa the Medlterrancan in one of the |Haganah ships,
ruached Palestine, been refused entry, [and transported
to Cyprus. Here in Cyprus they have bhgcome citiauns
of Kfar Hanovar, the Ckildren's Village] living in a
community of youth, preparing tholr shgttered lives
for intelligent and constructive citizgnship in
Palestine.
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a barbed wire fence. At each c¢orner of their ccmpoynd
i3 a watchtower guarded by armed British sentries.
Powerful projectcrs from the towers shine all night
long over the high fences to light up would-be
2scapees. By day, the barbed perimeter is the boun-
dary for their vall games, the 'turn back' sign for
thelr strolls, the grim reminder of thelr origin.

Nor do these fcatures cxhaust the qualities
of strangeness. For desplte the barbed wirxe and
despite the varying backgrounds of each constituent
meober of this group, an educational system has Lecn
introduced on the progressive school pattern. T»n
achieve ary kind of instruction under such conditions
13 creditable, for difficulties are great, faciliiigs
meagre, and even preliminary basic requirements of
living unsatisfactory. The educatioral system that
ras in fact emerged is indeed a triumph of inrgenui‘y.
Each day in the Children's Village, for teachers
and puplls alike, is an adventure in improvisation.

The Village 15 run jointly by the Youth
Aliyash (Youth Immigration) Department of the Jewisu
Agency for Palestine, and the Americaen Joint Distr)
bution Committee. It represents a type of educati
nal pioneering unparalleled in the world. Even 1in
Palestine, where therc %s a similar problem of hetefo-
geneity, no such large numbers have beer concentrated
in a singic unit; there 1s no barved wire; no intern-

R PP

ment camp restriction; no lack of basic education:]
materials such as chalrs, tables, classrooms, books)
r-aper, penclls or bdlackboards.

The experiment 1s succeeding. And its
success, is largely due to imaginative administrxativ
and educatlonal direction. This is in the hands of
lanoch Reinhold of the Education Department of Yout
Aliyah, with a weaitl¥ of experience in teaching and
directing the instruction of youth immigrants from
Europe to Palestine since 1933; Akiba Vanchozger,
for the last twenty years one of the pillars of Ben
Shemen, the highly successful children's village in
Pulcstine; Moni Longerm:an, one time teacher in the
progressive school at Mishmar Heaemek; Mindel of th
Tommunal Settlement Alonim; Miriam of the raligiou
youth movcment; and Mosheh, graduate of Ben Shemen
who i1s in charge of sports. he "Joint™ directox
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for Cyprus 1s Morris Laub, a warm-hearted man| of
initlative arnd courage with a long experience| of
social welfare work in the United States of Aperica,
Greece and Italy.

e et i g —

The purpose of the Children's Village| is to
¢:ilucate the child not so much by cramming a stock of
Xnowledge into his head, as by awakening, stipulating
and encouraging his interests; *o instil in Rhe
child a sense of independence, confidence and| resnon-
sibllity; to develop individual initiative; | to make
him fit for responsible citizenship in a demopratic
woclety; to prepare him for a 1life of ploneefplng in
{'‘nlestine; to root out the memorles of the unpleasant
past and turn the child's attention to a fruiftul,
productive and happy future; to reutralise the abnor-
malities »f immedlate past experience, or rather to
bend that experience to constructive purpoae,

Such aims wovuld be ambtitious even with a
rnormal homogeneous group living in normal confitions.
with this community these aims seem fantastic|, And
yet they are being achlieved in some measure agailnst
all the odds. And those odds ares formidable.l Let
me 1ist the primary difficalties.

British euthorities refuse thesc chil
rafugees entry into Palestine, They brought fthem
to Cyprus. They are thersfore responsible fop thelr
upkwvep, thoygh the costs are borne not by the] British
taxpayer but hy the Palestine Government. Thk army
upkeep is minimal. The children sleep in Nisken huts
or tents, They receive in theory 2,500 calorfes of
frcd 4 day, - in fact, less - supplemented by| some
€20 calories bty ‘the American Joint Distributipn
Committce. This may be more than that received by
rcfugees in Europe, but it is still insufficient. .
And calory figure gives a poor clue to vitaml
¢ntent and quality. Nelither is serlously adpquate.
“he children always have the feeling that thely could
eat annther meal. Most are inadequately clothed.
few of the huts or tents have any lighting. he few
that have enjoy the luxury of a hurr%cane samp. There
is a grim shortage of water. There are no clhsn-
rooms. A few Nlssen huts have been set aside| for the
purpose. But this has heen at the cxpensc of| normal
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housing. And these cover only a minute fraction :
»f needs. ZEven these improvised classrooms are ]
without adequate furniturc: Some ave without table: '
and chairs. Orly soven have blackboards. Noteboecks
are scarce. S0 are pencils. And textbooks have to
te stiared by more than a reasonable number. In somg
cases, one textbook has to suffice for a class of

twenty. I spent & few days this week with & group .
who were using a wash-house as a classroom- The p
children sat on the dried-up floor; the teacher

stood leaning against one of the taps. That, for
me, was asgood a summing up asanything I had come
across all the time I was in the camps, of the walory
shortage, the teaching facilitles and the talent for
improvisation among the refugees in Cyprus.

R

Nor is the population static. Zepartures
are comparatively 1lnfrequent. Some children are
included in the moagre monthly gquota of immigrants
to Palestine. This has so far been at the rate of
750 a month. But this is uncertain; it is dependent ‘
upon the number of immigrants who successfully run
the British blockade off Palestinc. This month, for
example, the guota was cut to 375, The arrivals,
tyr, are 1rregular. A shipload of refugees may
arxrive any day. The Haganah shilp on which I traveld
.ed -~ the Theodor Herzl - carried nearly 800 young-
sters who have Jjoined the Children's Village. Sudden
aosorption of such numbers, of whose arrival clecarly
no ample warning can be given, yet who have to pe
recelved and settled in at a moment's notice, is u
rormidavlc tax on ingenuity and organising skill.
Add to all this the barbed wire around the compound
and you may get some slight lmpression of the ilercu«
lean tasks that face the heads of the village.

ay

Yet the resuits after the few brief month.
since the Children's Village was started are rcmar-
kable. Already the s5igns are bold that the community '
1s becoming a homogeneous unit; that the childrer.
are losing thelr immediate past memories in an cagery
and fruitful present; that they axe learning to
speak a common tongue - Hebrew - which they seem to
nick up with amazing rapidity; that they are begindt
ning to express thelr individual personalities for
ke Tirst time 1in thelr lives; <that, also for the
first time, they feecl themselves real live persons
in thelr own right.
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They run much of the village themselvps. They

participate, within the limitations of camp 1
most of the arrangements covering their lives

ife, in
. Tre

curriculum alone is out of their hands. Thiq follows
the programme laid down by the Youth Aliyah Efucation

Department and adapted by the Palestinian del
of experts to suit local conditione. They 1li
proups belenging to one or othor of the pion
movements of which usually they have been me
Europe either before or during the war, or i

egation
ve in

er youth
ers in
the

post-way D.P. camps. These movements are afflillatcd

to the Communal Settlement Organisations in

alestine.

Each group has 1ts own representative at gendgral

meetings of the village. And each group has
usually older than the rest, who helps on theg
trative side of the group's life - shelter ar
and who often also acts as teacher snd tutsr
le:isure houra, both fer curricular and extrad
subjects.

The bulk of the children fall into LN
group of fourteen to seventeen, Some two huy
fifty are hetween the ages of cight and fourt
five to eight year olds number shout Tifty.
an average of twenty pupils to a class.

The gevweral pattern of education 1s 1%
instruction in school subjects for hnlf the d
work the other half., The echildren attend clé
hours ¢ach morring five days in the week with
hour session on Fridays. Classcs are held ir

its guide,
adminis-
d food -
during
curricular

e age
dred and
een. The
There ave

formul

ay and
jsses four
a two

the early
curri-

mornings before the sun becomes too hot. Th
culum ¢overs Hebrew grammax and literature;
graphy - Palestine history, geography and th
the people; mathematics; music and physical

The ¢ducational plan is that the sec
cf the day should be given over to work in t
the smithy, the jolnery, the workshop, in ad
demestic work. But barbed wire encroaches u
theoretic planning %o restrict the area of 1
Avallable for apricultural instruction. And
practice there is room for only thirty pupil
time. lnadequute means prevent morc than tw

alestino~
life of
ulture.

nd half
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thirty from receiving instruction in the workshops.

"Inadequate mesns” include 4insufficient tools
matcrinls, workshop space, instiuctors. Arrg
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are under way to enlarge the scope of vocational

instruction within the coming weeks; but even this
may not 4o more than scratch the surface. The pupllgy
have to take periodic turns in manual training. Thesg

neriodlc intervals are too long.

For the vast majority, therefore, "work"
covers domestic labour alone. The children make
their own beds, clean their own rooms or tents, take
turns in cleaning wash-rooms and latrines, help in
the kitchen as aids to the cook, lay the table, wash
aishes. They launder thelr own clothes. This helps

10 make the children self rellant and to give thema (uunse

o{ personal responsibility. The children also hcilp
make their own clothes. The army Supplies an insuf-J
. Yicient amount of underwear and no ready made clothi

Instead 1t provides a certain gquantity of cloth wiic)
the chlldren make up themselves. There are, in addi
tion, occasional labcurs on which the children may bg
engaged from time to time. The current fashion for
example is to build light, trellis-supported canoples
between the Nissen huts to scrve as shaded classraoms
in the hot weather. Working assignments are arrangug
by the tutors' committee in conjunction with the
children's representatives.

When I reached the camps in Cyprus, many of
the young boys &and giris in the Children's Village
vere constructing an open-alr amphithcatre in part of
the fenced-in arca outside their tents. There wus a
natural bowl which they were terracing in semi-circu/
lar tiers. They completed the job by the First of
¥ay, and at night there was a climactic celebratior
with a torchlit dramatic show staged by the children
themselves. Thils might have been an open-air amphi-
theutre performance in any one of the Palestinian
Communal Settlements. Only the projector from &
nearby watch-tower, which played over the barbed
fencing in which we were encloseu, reminded us that

we were still in Cyprus.

Leisure hours are given over partly to iafof

mal talks, discussions and tutorials. The children
play games withir the limited space and with thnc ver;
limlited sports equipment available. Matches are

arranged, both inter-group and inter-camp fixtures,
in which the Children's Village ficlds teams. Musica
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recitals are freyuent, Some semblance of an
‘orcrestra’ has been formed consisting of a d
children ell playing the recorda. They have
own Children's Village choir. They learn Pal
tolk dar.ces and sperd much free time practisi
music provided by & single harmonica. They t
in draxatic presentations written ususlly by
immore of the teachers. They read. And they h
library ard a reading room, named after Henri
Szold, "mother” of Youth Allyah. But they ca
¢laim to have a surficienny of books.

In nermal schools in most countries e
is the ultimate sanction if the child is refr
Here in Cyprus the system of discipline and p
18t be based on quite other premises. Expul
clearly impossihle., FYor what will the orphan
whore will he go, who will take care of him?
Disclipline 1s maintained through public cpini
“"Whnat will my comrades say, and what will ot
groups think?"
ment in the village likes to be exemplary, th
feeling "I must not let down my group" acts a
¢flfective restraint.

Perhaps the major problem in the Chill
Village 1s that of teamchers. These are drawn
zmong the refugees themselves, and they arc d
# magnifilcent job, at the cost of much energy
nersonal leisure. But, only comparutively fe
profvssional qualifications, The majority ar
young men and wamen with & secondary school e
4. most, and reasonable powers of command, wh
cipal asset 1s experience of group leadership
with the very group of whom they have charge
Children's Village. HNcss of the children on
Hagpanah ship on which I came were belng looke
Ly group leadurs-cum-teachers with whom they
a.ready trevelled, by underground, across hal
trontlers of Europe. BWHost teachers are in fa
cumbination dnstructors, group leaders, gulde

Instxuotion follows the tutorship pat
Eucl, gulde - Madrich as he is ealled - 1is res
for carrylng cut the curriculum during the fo
hours of school, and holding informal seminar
lezisure perlods on some non-academic tople.
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teachers speak Hebrew. They live with their group
and are the child's principal guide and source of
intluence.

It is clear though that since the majority
are without pedagogic qualifications, the standard
of instruction varies from group to group. Some ¢I
the tutors are first class. Others are very pocor.
Where, in the opinion of the Palestinian experts, a
teacher 1s far below the standard one should reason-
ably expect of a person in charge ¢f children, they
will approach the representative of the youth move-
ment to which the tutor belongs and request his
substitution by a more suiteble person. If thils

falls, representation is made to the Vaad Hamadrichlp,

the tutors’ committee, and a change requested.

In the main the tutor of a group teaches rll
subjects. A few of the teachers are speclalists, an
arrangements are made for them to circulate among th
classes, instructing in theilr subjects. There arc
not enough such specialists, At the time of writing
9ix are expected from Palestine who will teach all

L*2 &1

sroups. Thelr visas seem 10 be held up for the moment.

The discerning will recognise that teachers
are a8 much a problem as puplls. Indeed, in the pre
liminary months, the Palestinlan directors of the
village spent most of thelr time instructing the
instructors and directing the guides. For pedagogilc
limitatlon 18 not always the only inadequacy. Thesue
tutnrs are after all themselves refugees, themselves

‘Yluapllim’, people who have lost homes and possessions,

tai-ccncentration camp inmates; they are themaselves
survivors of Nazl horror. They too are not ‘normal’
people with a calm and untroubled past history.
'heir lives too need mending. They too need physi—a
and spiritual rehabilitation. And so to gulde and
help the group leader was the principal task of tte
Pulestinian directors when they set up the Children'y
Village. And it still figures prominently in thelr
list of major functions.

As for the children,-you have to live wit}
them before you can touch even the surface of that
visl hinlerland of strange experience they have

already crowded into thelr young lives. Some ¥ounruters
rave lived in half a dosen countries, slip easily .rpm
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I'olish into Russian, from Russian into Hungarian,

ii 7! h. -Some rannct recell that
they ever had a mother. Some spent the war ygars

in the reighbourhood of cremuatowia where ,thel
rvlatives were dburnt. Some saw their fathers
appear into the gas chamber. Some witnessed
shootings of Jews in thelr village. Some liv
Yartisans. Some spent the war years hiding i
ferests, Some spent long months in undergrou
caverns never seelng the sun from One sSeason
next. Some were taken care of by Christisn p
brought up as non-Jews, and bcught back by Je
rellef committees after the war. Some fled
Joland to Russia, spent the wer years in Sibe
Uzbeklsten before thelr repatriation. Some
mascots of Hed Army units and travelled with
soldiers. Every single concentration camp 1in
Mas at least one survivor among the children.
youth village. There 1s hardly a forest in E
or the Balkans where one of the children has
wandered for part of his life.
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Eleven ycvar old Yisrolek with the bl
ard the quick laugh i1s already a tough wande
the hard roads of Europe. We crossed the Me
ranean in the same Haganah ship. He has had
formal schooling, for he was foux when his h
in Poland was shattered and he had to begin
wanderings. His parents and two older broth
killed in 1941. He fled to the forests. T
lived with the Partisans, and later with a g
highwaymen. He learned the art of scroungi
bread with skllled thieves, shared a blanket
fvarless brigands. Yet he le curiously free
ant I-social taints. He knows somehow that 1
wrong to steal, but that it was part of the
dic” order under which he then existed. He
now that 1n clvilised society where life is
ordered stealing should have no place. And
the absence of formal schooling he has a liv
ligence that 1s not wild and a degree of kno
trat seerws cultivated. He talks with the ma
of a grown-upman of experience. That is in
what he 1s. fet he seems to have lost none
infectious eagerness and talent for mischief
mcets 1in a clever school child. Re have sat
on the boat deck ard 1 have listened to him
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intel-
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urity
fact
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Red Army songs, Polish folk songs, Yiddish Partiuan
songs. And he is one of the contributors 1o the
excitement of manﬂ of my hours on the good skip
theodor Herzl. are in the Children's Village he
huy taken his place with his young frilends who are
woing taught to get used to <ivilised soclietly.

Fourteen year old Baruch 18 mere of a proolem
than Yisrolek. He is a Polish boy who was holideylng
with his plous grandfather in the country when Poland
was overrun and he was cut off from his home in
Warsaw. ilis parents were killed in the first month
of the war. His grandfather, too old to leave his
villege, sent Baruch off to Russia with friends. In
the Soviet capital he waes sent to a Suborov school,
the orphenage where children receive a military
cducation. He was ten when he brokes out of school
and joined a strange group of Lubovicl chassidim wheo
Fad set up 2 refugee headquarters in Samarkand. Hero
young Baruch recsptured something of the atmosphere
in nis grandfather’'s home, lits clipped halr, Suborov
style, graw once again and he even wore the curled
sldelocks affected by the plous chassid. After the
war he returned to Poland, found no trace of his
fTamily, Joined the thuusands who were tramping west-
wards, Traced by an uncle in Amerlca who arranged
tor him to emigrate to the United States, Baruch
would have ncne of 1t. "Aratz” was where he wanted
to g0 - Palestine. And eo he too found himself on
a Huganah ship, reached the Palestine coast, and was
shipped %o Cyprus by the Royal Navy. He has only
been here a few weeks.' And he does not find it casy
10 settle down to ordered life, with his superimpouned
montage of Lubovic, grandpa's home, Sudorov drill,
chassidic dances, frentiler crossings, s British
roarding party and tear gas bombs, His case is not
untypical.

Thirteen year old Haim already knows some-
thing of Poland, Russia, Hungary, Czachoslovakis and
Austria at first hand. He knows their forests and
he knows their frontiers. He knows little of his
family, for he lost sight of them after a pogrom in
his Polish village six years ago. With ¢ few Jewlsh
male survivors he pushed off into the woods. From
there he went to Rusala; from there, in the wake
of a Red Army unit, to Hungary; and aftor the

(¥
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liberation, back to Poland, through to Czechoslovakia
and a D.P. camp. His capacity for "organisatign
seems limitless. "Orgenisation" is the euphemi
securing the means of life - a tent flap for a

or trousers; a measure of rope for sandals; asack
for a shirt; a tent peg for filrewood; a 3tray tin
of bully beef for lunch.....

Hore in the Children's Village he has to be

re-educated to a new type of life, in which thg means
01 existence are secured by ways other than 'sproun-
ging' and 'orgsnising'; and trained for the ljife of
ploneering which he will live in Pelestine. Thc task
af the teachers is to develop the talento boy
ilaim and Baruck and Yisrolek possess to const

to bend them to ¢ivilised pursuits, without d
initiative. Thke task is not sasy. For basic
foed, clothing and shelter ds net always sati
the Cyprus camps. Moreover, children in thel
teens do not quickly lose habits and ldeas ac
with lippetlike firmness during the formative
The teachers canrot start with a tabula rasa.
have to root out memory and anti-soclal pract
and then prepare the c¢hlld and adolescent for
in ncrmal society. That is the most the Chil
Village can hope to do. It 45 a %inA of emer
c¢ducational service, a combined pre- and re-e
If they can succeed it is much. The final pa
Job will be done in Palcstine under the auspi
the Youth Aliysh in an atmosphere of freedom
nornaley.

Here in Cyprus, as we have seen, conditions
are about as abnormal as they can be. And deppite
thelr adminlatrative segregation as a communipy of
youth, the children are still camp inmates, An daily
touch with grownups in adjoining camps. Theilr life
is still tho life of prisoncrs iIn a stiffly gparded
compound. And they are touched by the prevailling
atmosphere of refugees anxiously sweiting thel moment
when they can proceed to Palestine. The frusltrations
and bitterness of thelr elders are part of their
mood too. And conflicts between the cemp innates
and the authorities on the free side of the Yarbed
wire have their {mpact on the Children's Village.
When refugees are shot by guards - there werd two
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grave shooting incidents within the last two months,
orre of them while I was in the camps - the effects
are felt by the youth. The tension that followed
was all-embracing. When the refugees went on a four
day hunger strike, the Children's Village, though

officially excluded, also fasted part of that time.

They cannot and do not live in a vacuun.
They are, and they feel, part of the great probdlem
of Jews who have suffered, have braved much to rcach
Palestine, and then becen diverted to spend useleus
months and possibly years marking bditter time until
'arithmetic justice' permits them to be useful mcm-
bers of Palestine society. These youngsters wcere
not' allowed to escaper history during the war years
under Nazidom. They arc not allowed to escape it
now. Ton the authorities they are not innocent young
folk in desperate need of rebullding their lives in
an atmosphere of liberty. They are Jews, criminals
who sought to safeguard their future by running the
blockade to Palestine. Babe and grendfather, youngs
and grownup, all must share a common penalty behind
the harbed wire of a Cyprus camp. And if thils scis
back their education, too bud, TIf this retards
their development, if their health suffers, 1f thedr
psyc?ological stability i1s affected, it 1s just unig
tunate.

This then {s the moad in which teachors and
Vaiestine ?irectors of the Children's Village have
to guide thelr young cocmmunity. The task 1s almost
superhuman. The wonder 1s that there are volunte: rg
prepared to tackle it at all. That they succeed in
10 mean measure verges on the miraculous. To an
outside visltor like me, living with them, seeing
them at work, spending weeks with ,the children in
thiz strange village of youth-orphans behind barbed
wlre = , 1s an adventure in faith revival. It re ju-
verated one's falth not only in the future of Jewry
tut also in human nature.
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