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The Rutenberg Seminex {*0°75pP2 D?977T0Y [i*23*pOA)
was founded in July 1947 by the Pinhas Rutenberg Educatiopal Trust
{(incorporeted as a limited Company in 1945) im cenjunctioh with the Youth
Department of the Zionist Executive,

The Trust had established in Palestine a "Youth Center™
1¥30 N?2 )in the fermer residence of the late Pinchas Fupenberg, endowed
to the Trust, sad in accordance with the Memorandum of Aspoc iation of the
Truat 1€ was felt by the directorate of the Youth Center phat a similar
institute should be established in the refugee camps of Cyprus.

The objects of the Truast are, in the langupge of the

Memorandum,
: * Yo promote, further and asajst directiy pr indipectly

the education (including humane and technipal education)
in Pelestine and countries outside Pelestipe of young
persons who reside or intend to reside in palestine ..,
with & view to imbuing the Jewish Youth wikth & spirit of
goodwill, mutual understanding, collaborstion snd unity
and ralajng the level of education and culjuras and
aemeyliorating conditions of iife in Palestine. "

In addition to these general objects, comitions in Cyprus made
it neceasary frém the outset to devete speciel attention to the education,
preparation and aassistance of teachers, youth~leaders etcl, of the sehools
and youth-movements in the camps. Whils the main objcets have always re-
mained to teach the subjects studied and to guide to further self-study, a
considerahle part of the time available and of the teachihy stalf working
for the Seminar were employed to these ends. The spesiall qualifications af
gome of the teachers of the Seminar helped to extond the (work of the Seminar
in that direction, and besides the ordinary "school-life" in the classges,
preparatory classes in methods of education and psyeholody, colleative visits
to the elementary school-classes and model lessons were dondveted by these
teachers, as well as speoial courses in Hebrew necessary to adapt old teachers
to a new langusge of instruction. Wwhat i= more, the Seminar has slways
urged 1tz gradustes to take up teaching in the camps, as [it felt that studsnis
even after the short time allotted to one course, were te best matsrial
available to oversome the serious shortage of teachers”iff the ever incrensing
nunber of children ef school age arriving inm Cyprus.
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2, So fer five courses of & - 7 weeks durati
place. gtudents are divided up into 3 - 4 classes, acco
knowledge of Hebrew (which i1 the primary quelifteation)

number enything from 30 up to 70-80 studants, the aversge

jace in the Winter-
pampe, it was

parte 1n order te
of the Seminar.

After the firat four courses have teken p
camps (camps 64-68) with students coming from all these
declded to transfer the Seminar and to aplit 1t into two
enable refugees in the other cemps to use the facilities
Accordingly, 2 clesses were establidhed in the newly buillt canps, 69-70,
and 2 clesaes in the Summer-Camps (55,60~63), and as the [0ld center stil)
kopt parts of its activities, the Seminar is ndw working [in three centera.

Emphasis is laid on Jewlsh subjects; thus |all eourses include
the following subjeocts: Hebrew U2 9wovw }, ainmfajr knowledge of
Hobrew is expected of all students, this subject mainly with atyle and

&ﬁéﬁ’the vocabu]:ary; Bibke; Modern Hebrow Literatyre; Palestine-

Jewish Higtory.
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Hggadah or Mishnah, History of Zionism, SoclBlogy of
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ern Palestine,

Other Jowish sub jests taught are: Jbud;:&PhilosOPhy,

Hiastory of Settlemoents in Paleastins.

Of the general subjeots the most lmportent are: QGenéral
History, Psychology, Bducetion, Yivies and History of Pdlotical Thought,

Sociclogy. It 1s & pltty that so far the Seminsr could
of the natural Sciencea, but it 1a hoped thmt for the gi
suitabls teacher will be found,

3. Ordinarily, five lesaolsz are given a day
week, according to a fixed time table. During the fils
time was allowed between the lessons for self-workjk but
are concentrated inm the morning end eariy sfterncon, af
gelf-wcrk sterts. Cemiitions for study aie not alwayse |

not teach any
xth courss a

for gix daya a

. coursea, special
now the lessons
tor which the

ip to requirements,
and comfortable

but the Seminar hes ever striven to provide as plessani
surroundinge as possible in the circumatances, whether

lasarooms wers

accomodated in barracks er in tents., while at the begihning atudents
were gitting on the ground in front of their teacher as| in days of old,

the Seminar has now acquired the necessary tables, fer

» blackboards

and lighting, so that technical pueztions, as a rule, dp not act as

hindrances to the sctivities of the deminsr,

Twice or three times weekly there are gdneral lectures
for mll clesses and graduates on & saukject not touched [in the lemsons
ox serving as sn introduwetion to a new subject. On Saturdey mornings
there take place leeturss in the Public Center { ~Y) _Ma) for the gemeral

public, spoken in Yiddieh .

Now end then the erdimary course of insfiruectien is
interrupted .dDy specisl study sessions, which are alu:;a devoted to 2

sypeelsl period er topie, in whieh as many of the teac

r8 participate,

either in illuminsting the subject eeeh frum his specifiic angle, or
joining in & general debate at the end., These atuly sdsslons are always
highlights of & course, defianding particular attention|and power ef

consentratien (8 heurs of teaching 2 day), but are mor

than worth the

energy 4s they spur the studsiats on into new fields of|study and epen

new viaions,

4, During the firat five courses some 880
through the Seminar. It must be stressed that as the
sehcol in the ordinary sense of the woxd, stndents do

tudents passed
eminar is no

t greduste from

one ceurse to another, nor do they move from one elass|to amother,

Genspally, altogethser new students are emrolled for eafh ¢

to enable a meximum hunher of young pecple to enjoy th

course in order
facilities pro-

vided by the Seminar, but there i8 of course a restricped number of

studenta who have participsted in more tham one coursge
one oleas to the second in eaeh succesaive ceurse,

clinbing from

In the first ceurse participated yapils
” " Becond L3 " L]
n " tmrd o " n
w ® fouyrth " n "
v fifth " " "
The third course, for which accurate statistics are aydllable, may serve

as an example for the composltion of the studant body

Glass A (top olisa): . had 55 students,
" B " 59 ] 127
" C ' noo5g "

* D {lowest ¢clags) ™ 23 " "

of whem 12 were girls

19 " "
15 " "
gt " -
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The glzsees together comppised the following age groups

Age No. of Age
Students

16 L ] 4 26 | N}
17 . 10 27 .o
18 ,e 1o 28 .o
19 se 20 29 .
20 o 13 30 o
21 .e 29 31 .s
az ‘e 12 32 .
33 LA 20 53 e
24 .e 21 36 .e
25 .e 13 40 ™

During the wer years, the following where in intermment camps for eny

periocd and st any place:

Students

Ko, cof
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clasea A Cless B Class C Class D
In Camps 24 32 24 9
¥ree 27 51 30 15
‘the following was the previous edmeation of the students:
»

Class: B.. O -~
Elementary schogls {up to 8 ¢classes)incl.Cheder only 2 41 31 13
Secondary i 22 B8 11

0f those received matriculatiomd certif. 5 6 5
University (1-6 semestres) 1 - 2
Yoshiva 5 1 1

Ianguages spoken by the students (impluding Yiddish, by

Cless: A B
Jne language only 1 4
Two langnages 11 i6
Three languages 26 29
Four languages 4 10
Five langusges S 3

t exciuding Hebrewj:

These auré the lengumges, according to the number of studenta speaking them:

Clmaa; A B C D
Kumber of students 53 59 82 22
viddish 43 47 3 19
Polish 36 43 6 18
Russian 24 24 12
Gerasn 21 19 1 13
Rungarian 9 11 i1 5
Slovakian 5 6 4 3
Bngl igh 4 2 8 -
Ukraintan i - 4 "'-—'15. —
French 3 8 - -
Roumtenien 3 4 5 1
Litmanisn 2 1 - 1
Sweddsh i 3 3 1
Armenian 1l - 1 -
Spanish - 1 - -
Iatvian - - 1 -
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Finally, thése #were the gountries of origin of the atudegta::

Polend sesane 71%
GUS.RC LN R 8.5%
Horgary sseias 5.1%
Roumania ...... 5 %
Germany tesearse 5'4%
Lithuania ...... 202%
Murocco cevans 1.7%
GroBritain “sesen 1.1%
Tounieia eceens 0.5%

Lﬁt'l& asstes 0'5%
Belgiom  ...... 0.5%
RU.SSia IR N RN 005%

It rust be pointed out, however, that the| general trend of
change of the refugees in the camps trangpires in the copposition of the
student body, while accurate statistios of the ¢omposition of the student
body of ths fifth course are as yet unavailaehle, their distribution as to
countries of origin is as follows:

Roumaniea teeere 80%
mlmd & 8 8 e P 15%
Other count...... 5¢

¥ost of these loumaniap atuients are also multi--lingual,| but the number of
German spesking exceeds those who speak Yiddish,

The lateat arrivals in Cyprus have alresdy forecast zn influx
of Bulgarien eléments into the sixth course. Quite da ber of these
Bulgarians know no other langusge besides thelr Bulgarisn mother-tongue.

The late trend has, imcidentally, an inflthence on the geunsral
level of education of the studemts. Agaln, soccurate figures have not yet been
collected, but the percentage of Students with & seconddry echool education
is evidently higher, as well as the number of univeraity students.

Students for & new course are socepted apd divided into the
classes alter a shart oral eantramnce exemimation. HOwevdr, the special
conditioss in the camps have given mise to a peculier phenomenon, nemely
"illegal® students. Besides the 880 students properly qnroclled after
oxamination, at least 300«400 more have taken part im cllasses mere or less
regularly as "illegals”, whom the teachers were most reluctant to eend away
knowing thedw great desire ef the youth in the camps to |leéArn und study.

No wonder, therefore, that classes sometimes swell to thHe number of 8C-100
students, which made the work of the teacher all the more ditrficult, especially
in classes dealing wth texts or lingusl questions,

5, Ag for the teachers of the Seminar, they |present = variety
almost as big ea the students. So‘'far, some 25 teacherg have come Irom
Palestine for wvarious periods from two weeks up to anything like six months,
it being soif-evident that persons occupyling teaching pcsitions in Palestine
could remain only for shorter durations.

Among the teachers eof the Eaminar were the following:

Mr. B. Rubinstein M.A. = Director of the fouth Center in Palestine, who
astablished the Beminsr in Cyprua and was respdnsible for the
dispatoh of teachers and other administrative dquties in Palestinpe.

. He taught Hebrew Literature during soveral goursen,

—-— hind B2 -
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Mr. S. Zelmapowicz M.A. - for some 4 months director of the Seminar,
A scholar at the Hebrew Univeruity and Inspecto of the Fewiah
Scouts Movement on behulf of the Fducation Dept. of the Vaad
Leumi. He taught Bible, Scciology and Hobrew. 4

Mr. J. Kutmsr - teacher in the Moghav EKfer Yehoshua, thught Literature
and Ageadah.

Mx. K. Horn M.Ae. - tescher in the upper classes of the|Hebrew Gymnasium in
Jorusalem, taught Litereture and Uedbrew,

Mr, Ben-senachen M.A. - likewise a teacher in the upper classes of =&
Mizrahi Secondary Sechool. Taught Bible,

ir. S. werses - of the permanent staff of the Youth Cefiter, scholar at
the University, taught literature and Jewish Hiptory.

Mr. B. Bansky - member and teacher of Kibbutz Ramath Rpchel, an expert
of Palestine geoggraphy, who taught that subjeck.

Dre Ch. Ormian ~ Lecturer in Psychology and Pedagogy ih the pepartment of
Bducation &t the Hebrew University, taught thesp subjects and
Political Theory.

taught that subject.

Mr. D. Barashi - of Kfar Yehoshua, one of the leading f
Moshavim Movement, well known expert in Paleatil
modern literature, which subjects he taught.

Mras. R. Hoter-Ishay M.A. - teacher at the Seminar of tho Kibbutzim at

Yagur, taught Bible, Literature and Hebrew.

garten teachers
taught Jowish and
¥ classas fox

Dr. 7+ Katz = director of a Mizrahi tesachers and kinde
seminay, suthor of textbooks of Jewish History,
General History and worked chiefly in preparato
teachers.

sall Seeondary
row and likewise

Dr. 7. Bin-Nun - teacher in the higher clesses of the
Sehool in Halfe, taught literature, Mehnah, He
was busy preparing teachers.

1z on behalf of
and Hebrew
brew, tanght

M¥rs 8. Shpan M.A. = inspector of Jewish secondary scho
the Vead Leumi, anrecognised authority on Greek
literature and trendlapor of Greok poetry into
hiatoxy of Jewish literature ami Bible.

Dr. Bar-Dayun {Borodeansky) - #sui stant Direotor of the Department ef

Culture of the Vead Leumi, an expert in Jewish

history of Jewish thought, Bible, Hebrew and wo

clasaes for teachers.

¥r. d. Danzlg M.A. - member anl tsacher at Eibbutr Masgan, tasusht Hebrew

Mr. U. Brodsky - at present a stulent at the Hebxrew Un
wer a cantral figure of the Hechalutz movement
Jewish and Genersl history and historxy of Zioni

vergity, before the
o Poland, taught
m.

ir. B, Neumen li,Ae - scholer at the University, assisth in editing the
zclentific quart:erly j'Ziop'f and prepares for lication mediaeval
Jewish texts; taught Bible, literature and Aggadmh,

There were some more young teachers, megt of them under-
lg&uat,ea of the University sbout to finish their studies. Those were
‘]’Xing for the longer stretoches of time, and as such gerved as neoesszary

8 between one course end the next and helped to byjld up the tradition
80 \1yable for institutions of this kind. Tﬁey ware glso chiefly res-
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ponsible for the "social events™ of the Seminmar, the weekly music sveninge
comprising community-siuging, listening to gramophone regords and folk-
dancing, as well as for the traditional commencement excércises (Yn3 n1a0D Je

G ) From the start, the Seminar hss laid grea} emphasia on
self-study and continuation of study. This cen only be fchicved with the
hslp. of books, and books are reslly the grsat treasurs ¢f the Seminer.

Today thexrs are altogsther 8wo librsries &nd three reading
and study rooms, mecessitated by the branching-out of wotk into three
centers. Ths central library is in camp 65, serving alllthe Winter-Camps
{64-70, while the other is at Camp 62, serving the Summse} Camps, Only
students and graduates are allowed to borrow books, bui {sachers in the
schools and some other people working in one capacity or|other im the
cultural. sphere ars allowed the same privilege.

At the moment, the central library rossespes some S000
volumes s)together, all in Hebrew. Of these, almost 1000 ars booklets,
pamphlets etec, some 1500 are schoocl books propsr for ull|the aub jects,,
taught as well as a small number of textbooks of other sybjectz (Algebra,
Chemistry, biology, ete). The rest are fiction armd othed general reading
matorial. Almost the entire library ceme originally frof the Youth
Department of the Zioniat Executive,

The library at 62 cemp is as yot much smaller as it was
established only two months ago, but already there are 1000 books on its
snelves, of these some 8300 text books, the rest fiction.| # comsiderable
part of this library was sent by the Cyprus Rasfugees wWelfare Committes.

However, besides those two librarjes there exist three
resding rooms, open to the gemexral publie, but first and|foremost intended
for students of the Semimar. They are situated in camps|[65, 70 end 62
rospectively and compese about 200-300 books eachy of the best avmileble
in Hebrew in their fields; Hebrew and other emcyclopaedigs, the standard
dictlionaries, the best histories of Jewish literature, a® well as the
prineipal works, introductions and commentariea to the Bjble, monogrephs
on ell kinds of topica. These books are in constant usé for some 12
hours deily, ad these rooms are frequented to the limit ¢f their capmecityy
Periodical literature and newspapers, a# far as theyieach the camps, 8re
on the shelves as well.

The reading room incamp 62 was dedicated|to the memoryy of

Menachem Oren, the assistant director of the Youth Depari
responsible for the despatch from Palestine of all the bg
of the Seminar anl who was killed recertly together with

iment , who wasg
oke in possession
Hans Beyth,

director of the Youth Ajiyah.

7. The Seminar has established at the very bgginning an art
class, which is an slmost autonomous body, not subjeet t9 the rules and
procedures of the rest, The course is pot limited in time, study and wark
going on unintermittedly. %he firstteacher to come was yonng graduate

of the Baealel ert and eraft schoocl, a painter, who achigved fine results
with his pupils and whose cless as ope body prepared an glbum of linoieuments
depicting 1ife im camps, which hag so far been printed 120 copies on &
specizally comstruoted printing press. This elags continyes its work now
under the gnidamse of two painters, among the mfugees, ope of whom is
already well-kmown in Palestine,

For four mouths now Mr. Ben-Zwil is eondueting a new art-
class in sculpture. At rfirst only works in gypsum were made, but now
his best pupila are.working at stone-eculptures snd the Yesults achieved

y 1

g0 far surpess all sxpectations,

Emanuol ﬁhttman.

jlarch, 1948.
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