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The Jewigh -Agency, Tripoii f
P.C.Box 92, 18tk fmst. 1943,
Jerugalem
Gentlemen,

Recenitly we sent yeu a full report on the aegual conditions
prevailing in our community, with special reference tol the social
and schooling necessities.

Encouraged by the kind suggestions of the Chaplains
Yessrs. Babinowitz and Urbagh, we have the honour to write you the
pregent letter and ask you kindly to consider also ths|very bad
conditions which owing to the war, the children of Cyrpnaiea and
Pripolitania who have been left without pa.rents and means find
themeselves in. -

They are many, bul even larger are ths numbefs of those
children of poor famllies which have had destroyed the|bases of their
economlic life and whe cannot rely om their familles fop education.

So we pray you to provide that the Palestinlign beneficlent
ingtitutions should recelve as large & number of thege children as
possible and have them educated to a Jewlgh way of 1ife in & Jewish
land, thus relieving this comzmnity of this heavy finzsgelal and
' moral burden. :
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i Phey fumber a few hundred and anything jeu ceuld do for this
; good cause will be welcomed by Ged who likes to be congldered the
- Father er Orphana.

If, oa we kope you can help us, we will be very much ebliged
if you could let us know the numder of children you cay receive amd
give us sll detalls for their entrance into Palestine ge that we can

apply to the local guthoritles for the permits and tra
facilit ies.

Thanking you in antioipatlon we are,

Yours #ai thfully

Jewish [Cexmunlty of
rrripilibmia

L

resident
Hallfalla Nehum
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The Jewlgh Agency ) Tripoll

P.0.Box @ 13th August 1943
Jerusalem ' -
. f{/

Ras Situation of the Jewish Community in|Tripeli '

Fow, after & few monthe, and having resumed our worlkiwith calmmess and
serenity, after the mast difficult period, we would like rirst of all to
send you out brotherly salute,

Plesse allow us to submit to you an exact sketch of the situation of
the Jews in Tripeli during the last years in order to shoy you the serious
probdlems which must most urgently be solved,

The Jewish Cosmunity at Tripoli which conslats of mopre than 20,000
souls (not including the 3,000 Jews living in small oentefs of Tripolitania)
hag guffered a great deal these past fow ysars, either dup to anti-racial
laws or due to war.

But even before racial laws, thls community wes very|badly hurt in his
deepeat Jewish feclinge by Government proclamations eompelling the Jewish
youth to fregquent medium schools also in the Sabbath, whieh law vractically
deprived the youth of any education, even of any &l ement education, as
the scrupulous ebservation of the Sabdath, as well as the|kashrutk laws are
sbsolutely tetalitarian in our Gity and further laws agalpat us hurt the
Jewlsh goul such =zs whem the Government compelled the Jewlsh shopwksspers
and merchants to keep their shops open on Saturdsys in the new quarter of
the town. Afterwards came the offioial anti-racial laws pnd the war, vhich
put thie community in & moral and material condition sc perious and grave
as never bafare in our 1ife, .

Wishing to limit thls report only to the material age, 83 the moral
sufferings gan never bs adequately expreasad, we bBeg fo ihform yeu that:

1. Peur gynagogues were cempletely destroyed and several|seriously damaged;

anti-aireraft batteries, has been hombed repeatedly and had the externsl
wall slmoat destroyed snd mndreds of the tomba were dovastated and
ravageds :

2. The cemetry, which due to its henition and site wasz \:{ed for numerous

3. The Jewish quarters, more than any other part of the {own, were bombed
and savsral timea houses were completely destreyed ang others serioualy
damagsd and uninhabilable:

4, The proclamation against the Jews in Tripoli and the fact that they were
forced to do hard labour in far-reachlng military areds, had compelled
the community to serious sacrifices, as ths Itallan Gevernment refused
to give any allotment or aid %o their famillies and pajd the Jewish
labourers less than six pence a day:

5. The gending of all Jews of Qyrenalca te concentration|camps, had as an
immediate consequence for our cemmmunity the morsl obligation to provide
at least the elementary exigencles of 1ife, beczuse the Italian Governe
ment, did not glve them even theminimum of food to leap from starving.
Kotwithstanding our great sacrifices dlsease and deaths were very high:
during ten months out of 3,000 interned Jews sbeut 5,000 died; (?)
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6. The application of the anti-racial laws which produced puch serious
restrictions in the wholesale and retail trades, the digmissal of all
Jewigh employees from the Goverament and public administrations, the
prehibitien for Jews to sell real estate, etc. seriocuslYy reduced the
capacity ef Jewish merchants snd traders to sara their livelihosd:

7. The limited possidbility of labour and werk ralsed the ber of paupers t
td ‘several thousands. '

When our general conditions reschod a point which let
and hopeleas fer the future, the victerious Allled troops
grested them as real messengers sf fod, for they gave us b
hwan beings and allewed us the poesibility of hoping aga
under & better emen. S3ince these few months of the reconqu
we are happy te affirm, that the wounds inflicted en our s
fascist gpprressors ars slowly healing.

£ becomedesperate
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The peasibility of labour after British military eccup
the nmumber of our begszars. The invallds, and these whg are
orphans and widows, are %o be assilsted completely hy the cs
number sbout 848 persens. But this asaistance requires eno
of the high sost of living dve to the devaluation of the It
of gufficlent essential foodstuffs and other necessary arti
P¢ thiz category of very posr peoples there is to be added tHe
posr who require ald from the community because thelr wageg (are net sufficient
for them to live on with their families. )

tion has reduced
ta¢o old, the
manity. They

mous funds because
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We are especizlly in need of blankets, olothing of any [kind sd midlk for
ths sick and the children.

We have mgéther difficulties which concern eduention,| for since three
years about 3,000 ohildren between the ages of 6 and 13 have been deprived of
any sducation, whereas ever 1000 betwesn the ages ef 13 and [L6 muet learn some
profession in order to prepzre them to be cltizens and good [Jews useful to them-
eelves and othere. The expenses fer buillding schools and tHeir functiening are
very high. Rven to roduce them to. the strioct neceasity, it [would cost about

& 15,000 merely for installaticn expenses {to repalr the premises, purchass of
educat lon materials whick have been most destroyed and fer the functioning of
these schools, based on a minimum pregramme, there would be heeded anothsr

% 28,000 a year.

It is Just and foir that the communit;  is entitled to & _rant in atd er
subvention from the British Govermmont, epecially fer the ellementary schoels,
and 1n addition, in a relatively modest amount we rely upsn [school taxes and
the contribution of Tripoli Jews, who, of course, will help ms much as they
can, But the figures of necessary fuids are resching such propertions that
we are ocompelled to eall for aid and sasistance from our Jewish hrothers. We
mist try to sclve thia preblem with & cowplete programme in pll matters psre

talning tec Jewish education, supplying the schools with modefn pedsgogic mmterials,

opening a free refectory for paupers, medical assistance for| the sick, (especisl.
ly trachoma cases which are vary high among the sehool childiren) the foundation
of a medium school, an asylum for children frem 3 to eix yeals of age, talting
them off the streets and preparing them for the discipline of schoal life, e8tc.,
for all this money mst be raised.
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Yo mst net forget that the iife and regular development of the communal
activities 2lso are in need of large funds each year, but tHese we $hink we
could ourselvaes nrovidae, i.e. the functioning of 22 synagogues, beneficience,
economic lwprovemsnt of persomnel for the creed and for administration,
rension and sllowances, Yeshivot, &nd Chevrot, otc.

We feel that we would be f2iling in our principal duty [before Ged and our
conaciousness, if, soon after the avtumn holidays, whilch this year will be in
Thankeglving to God, full of joy and happiness for the deflzite victory, if we
do not open the sghools for our youth who ars thirsty for edueatlon and
knowledge.

Shalem
C.B. No. 812/115 of 7.9.43 Jewigh Co ity of Tripolitania

Fresident
falla ¥ahum




