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The Rutenberg Seminar {*0*"1bp2 03559%n% 711>
I3*pon
was founded in July 1947 by the Pinhas Rutenberg Educationai Trust )

(incorporated as a iimited Com
pany in 1945) in conimnction
Department of the Zionist Exacutive, y e the Touth

The Trust had eetablished in Palestine a "
(937 0%2 Jin the formsr rosidence of the late Pinchas Rm;r:;:}elrgen::;omd
to the Pruet, and in ascordance with the Memorandum of Asoeiatic;n ¢f the
Trust it was felt by the dirsctorste of the Youth Center that a similar
institute should be established in the refugee camps of Ciprus.

The objeets of the Truat are, in the langusge of the

Memorandum,

‘# 3.53 ® Yo promote, further and assist directiy o fgdirectly

the education (including humane and teohnicpl education)

in Palestine end countries outside Palestink of young
agtine ...
with a vlew to imbuing the Jewish Youth with a spirit of

goodwill, mutual understanding, collaboratipn and unity

emeyliorating conditions of life in Palestike. "

fg IO_E,S and raising the level of education and culthre and

T ——— — In addition to thess general obJects, comditions in Cyprus made

it necessary frdim the outset to devote special attention tq the eduscation,
preparation and assistame of t{sachers, youth-leaders etc.|of the schools

and youth-movements in the camps. While the main objeets Bave always re-
mained to teach the subjects atudied and to gulde to furthqr self-study, a
considerable part of the time avallable and of the teaching etalf working

for the Seminar were employed to these snds. The speclal qualifications af
some of the teachers of {the Seminar heiped to extend the wirk of the Seminar
in that direction, and besides the ordinary ™school-life" the classes,
preparatory clesses in methods of education and psyehology,| eollecotive viaitls
to the elementary school-classes and model lessons wers comducted by these
teachers, as well as speciel courses in Hebrew neceasary to| adapt old teachers
10 a new language of instmction. Wiat is more, thw Seminar has always
urged its graduates to take up teaching in the camps, &s it] felt that students
even after the short times allotted to ons course, wore the best material
available to overcoms the serious shortage of teachers"if the ever increasing
nwiber of ohildren of school ege arriving inm Cyprua.

E. o far five courses of § - 7 weesks duration pach have taken
place. Students are divided up into 3 - 4 classes, acoordi %o their
knowledge of Hebrew (which 1s the primary gqualification) anl the ftandard

of their knowledge in gemeral and particular in Jewish subjpets. Classes
number anything from $0 up to 70-80 students, the aversge bping around 50.

After the first four epurses have taken place hi:ha Winter-
s (camps 64-68) with students coming from all these camps, was
tgzzfdeé toptransfer the Seminsr and to split it into two payis in :ider to
enable refugess in the other caups to use the facilities of| the msgnf;g.
sccoxdingly, 2 classes were eatabli(.hhed in t)-.he nzwly :\;11:1&:;;;;“ ;ti i L
2 clesses in the Summeér-(samps 55,60-63), and as the i
;I:;t parts of its activities, the Seminmer is uow working in|three centera.

Emphasis is laid on Jawlsh subjectsy; thus alf eourses include

1 fair knowledge of

ing subjecta: Hebrew pu?n e ), ©

;erziliswoxgacted of ell students, this subject mainij with a:ylc;a and
) ipe the vocabulury; Bibte;- Modera-Hebrew Literajurey Palestine
SebEFENRY;" 0L o History.
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Other Jewish sub jects taught are: Jewish|Fhilosophy,
Aggadeh or Mishneh, History of Zionism, SociBlogy of Modern Palestine,
History of Settlanents in Paleatine, .

Of the general subjaots the most importapt are: General
History, Psychology, Bducation, Uivics amd History of Pplotical Thought,
Sociology. It is a pitty that so fer the Seminer conld|not tessh any
of the natursl Scientes, but it is hoped that for the sfxth courss a
sultable tescher will be found.

S Ordinarily, five lessons are given s dey| for gix deys e
week, aCcording to e fixed time table, During the fiksht courses, speeial
time was &llowed between the lessona for self-workl but| now the lessons
are congentrated Iin the worning and eerly efterncon, affer which the
self-werk starts. Conditions for study a:e not always up to requirements,
but the Seminar has ever strivea to provide ss plessant| and comforteble
surroundings as possible in the oircumstances, whether plassrooms were
accomodated in barracks or in tents, yhile at the begihning students
were aitting on the ground in front of their teecher es in days of old,
the Seminer hes now ecquired the necessary tables, forms, blackhoerds

end lighting, 2o that technicel guestions, as a rule, do not ect as
hindrances to the sctivities of the Seminar.

Twioe or three times weekly there are gdneral lecturas
for all clesaes and gradustes on & sur jeet not touched |in the lessons
or serving ss sn introdwtion to & new sBubject. Ou Satjurdey mornings
there take place lectures in the Public Center { ~f? »f3) for the general
publie, spoken in Yiddieh.

special period or topic, in which ms meany of the teachd
either im illuminsting the subject ese¢h from his speciflic angle, or
joining in a general debate at the end. These satuly mesoioanms are slwaya
higblights of a couwrse, deranding pertioular attention |aend power of
concentration (8 hours of tesching a day), but are morq than worth the
energy 848 they spur the studsenats on into new fields of (study and open

new vidions,

4, During the first five courses some 880 §
through the Seminar. It must be stressed that as the g
achool in the ordinary smense of the woxrd, stadents do pot graduste from
one course to another, nor do they move from one ¢laas|to another.
Genemally, sltogether new students are enrolled for ee¢h course in order
to enable s maximum bumber of young people to enjoy the facilities pro-
vided by the Saminar, but there is of course a restricped number of
studenta who have participeted in more then ome course| climbing from

one clsas to the decond in each successive course.

In the first course participated

" " gecond %

" w +thipd " " "
[i ] n romh n 1@ ”®
"o PIfth v " "

The third course, for which accurgte stetistics arse ewhilable, may serwve

as an axample for the composition of the astudsnt body:

Glass A (tom olasa}): . had 55 utndents, of whom 12 werxra girls

® B " 59 " 19 " n
n g - " B3 o m i w n
* D (lowest clags) * 23 . LI M R e e
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The alasses together comprised the following age groupel:

Ago No. of Age Ro. of
—_ Stulents Students
16 .e 4 26 ae 5
1y - 10 27 .o 10
18 L ] 10 28 L X ] 4
19 .o 20 29 . 5
20 os 13 30 ,e 1
21 .o 29 31 .e 1
22 . 12 32 .e 2
23 .s 20 33 .e 2
24 .e 21 56 ve 1
25 [N ) la 40 (R ] 1

During the war years, the following where in intermmeat camps for any
periocd and at any place:

Cless A Cless B (lasg C Class D

In Canps 24 32 24 ] 9

Free 27 31 30 15

The following was the provious edugation of the stulents:
>

Class: B G D
Elamentary schools (up to 8 c¢lassea)incl.Cheder only 2 41 3} 13
Secondary " g2 23 11

Of those received matriculationg certif, 5 6 5
University (1-6 semestrea) 1 - 2
Yeshivs 5 1 1

Langueges spoken by the students (including Yiddish, byt excluding Hebrew):

Claaa: A B ¢ D
One language only 1 4 3 -
Two langnages 11 16 10 7
Three languages 26 29 26 10
Four lsnguages 7 1o 1z 5
Five langusges 3 3 1 2

These ar$ the languages, according to the number of st+dent.a speaking them:

Class: A B, e, n
Rumber of students 53 59 2 22
Yiddish 43 47 3 19
Polish 36 43 ] 18
Russian 24 24 12
Gormen 21 19 1 13
Rungarian 9 11 ] 85
Slovakisn 5 6 4 3
English 4 b 8 -
Ukrsinisn 3 - 4 - ——-15. -
French 3 9 - -
Roumanian 3 4 B 1
ILithuanian 2 1 - 1
Sweddsh 1 3 3 1
Armenisn 3 - )] -
Smni’h - 1 - -
Iatvian - - 1 -
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Finally, thdse were the countries of origin of the atudeths:'

Poland terone 71%
CeSeR. 8.5%
Hungary agesaw 501%
Rovmsnia ...... b %
Germany cesacs Sedh
Lithuania ...... 2 .3%
Miroeco Veasasn 1.7%
Gr.Brit&in [N NN N ] 1.1%
Tounisia seeavs 0+5%

ht'ia dassesd 0.5%
Bﬁlgiﬂm spsss 0.5%
Russia *s0ash 005%

It muat be pointed out, however, thaet thd general trend of
chapge of the refugees in the camps transpires im the cqmposition of the
student body. While accurate statistics of the compoaiion of the student
body of the fifth course are as yet unavailahls, their disiribution as to
countries of origin is as follows:

Roumanie ,..... BO%
Poland seeese 15%
other counb.avese 5%

Most of these Koumanian students are also multi~lingual) but the number of
German speaking exceeds those who speak Yiddish.

The latest arrivels in Cyprws heve alreaﬁy forecast en influx
of Bulgarian elements into the sixth course. Quite ga jumber of these
Bulgsrians know no other lengusge besides their Bulgeridn mother~torngue.

The lete trend has, imcidentelly, ap influence on the genmeral
level of education of the students. Agein, socurate figures bave not yet been
collected, but the percentage of students with a aseconmd school eduecation
is evidently higher, as well as the number of university students.

Students for & new course are sccepted apd divided. into the
classes afier a ahort oral ontrance examinmtion. Howevgr, the speclal
conditioxa 1m the cemps hmve given »lse to a psculiar plenomenon, nsmely
"11legal” etudents. DBesides the 880 students properly enrolled after
oxamination, at least 300-400 more have taken part in classes more o less
regularly as "lllegals®", whom the teackers were most reluctant to eend away
knowing thesw great desire ef the yonth in the camps to [léfrn und study.

No wonder, therefore, that classes sometimes swell to the nuuber of 80-100
students, vhich made the work of the teacher ell the more dirficult, especlally
in classes decaling with texts or lingual questions.

Se Ag for the teachers of the Seminer, they|present a varlety
almost as big as the students. So'fer, some 25 teachery hsve come lrom
Palestine for warious periods from two weeks up to ing like six months,
it being Self-evident thet persons eccupying teaching pgsitions in Palestine
could remain only for shorter durations,.

Among the teachers of the Zeminar were the following:

Mr, B. Rubinstein M.A. - Director of the Xouth Genter i3y Palestine, who
esgtablished the Beminar in Cyprus and was responsible for the
digpatoh of teachers and other administrative quties in Palestine.
He taught Hebrew Literature during several courses.

A, e
e
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¥Mr. S. Zelmenowicz M.A, - for some 4 months director of tle Heminar,

A scholar at the Hebrew University and Inapect

of the Jewish

Scouts Movement on behnlf of the Education Depi. of the Vaad

Leumi. He taught Bibls, Sociclogy and Hebrews

Mr. J. Kutmsr - teacher in the doghav Kfer Yehoshua, taught Literature

and Aggadsh.

¥r. M, Horn MesA. = t@eacher in the upper classes of thi Hebrew Gymnasium in

Jerusalem, taught Literature and Hebrew.

Mr. Ben-Menaschem M.A. - likewise a teacher in the upp
Mizrehl Secondary School. Taught Bible.

r ¢lasses of &

ir. S. werses - of the permanent staff of the Youth Center, scholar at

the University, taught literature and Jewish

¥r. B. Bangky - member and teacher of Kibbutz Remath
of Pmlestine geoggrephy, who taught that subje

story.

ahel, &n expert
t.

Dpe Ch. Ormian - Lecturer in Psychology and Pedagogy In the vepartment of
BEducation et the Hebrew University, taught thege sabjeets and

Political Theory.

Niss J. Garber - Assietant to the Chair of Sociology Lt the University,

taught that subject,

Mr. D. Barash - of Kfar Yshoshua, one of the leading figures of the

Moshavim Movement, well known expert in Paleat]
modern literature, which subjects he taught.

Mrs. R. Hoter-Ishay M.A. - teacher at the Seminar of {
Yagur, taught Bible, Literatuie and Hebrow.

ne geography and

he &ibbutzim at

Dr. Jo Katz « director of a Mizrahi teachers and kind

rgarten teachers

semsiinar, author of textbooks of Jewish Histoxy] taught Jewish =nd
tUeneral History and worked chisfly in preparatery classes for

teachers.

Dr. J. Bin=-Nun - tescher in the higher olneses of the |Rezli Secondary

Sehocl in Heifa, taught literature, Rishnah,
was busy preparing teaschers.

¥re S. Shpan MeAs =~ insgpector of Jewish sedondary sc
the Vesd Leumi, anrecognised author ity on Gre
literature and trendlapor of Greek poetry into
history of Jewish literature ami Yible,

Lre Bar-Dayan (Borodeangky) - #ssiatant Direator of tl
Culture of the Vamd Leumi, an expert in Jewish
history of Jewish thought, Bible, Hebrew and wq
clasaus for teachers.

brevw ani likewige

ols o bebalf of
and Hebrew
Hohrew, taught

lo Department of
Fhiloaophy, taught
rked in preparing

¥r. f. Danzig M.A. - sembey aml temcher at Eibbutz uanan, taught Hobrew

Mr. D, prodsky - at pressnt a student at the Hebrew Un

iverasity, bafore the

war a oemtral figure of the Hechslutz movement
Jewigh and Ueneral history and history of Zioni

dr. B. Neumen MsAe - scholar at the University, asais
aclelntific qua.rt:erly
- Jewish texts; tdught Bible, Ifterature and Ag

in Poland, taught
Me

in editlag the

ion" and prepares far p _lioatmn med iaeval
gadaf. ° i

There were somp more young teachers, most of them under-
taduates of the Yniversity sbout to finish their studliss. Those were
ﬂzing for the longer stretshee of time, end &s such perved as necessary
1, petween one course snd the next apd helped to bylld up the tradition

80\1nable for institttions of this kind.

ekl

They were

80 chiefly res-
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comprising community-sicging, listening to aramophone r

cords and folk-

ronsible for the "scocisl avents" of the Sewinar, the wagkly rugic evenings

dancing, as well es for the traditionel ¢commencement ex

Be ‘ From the start, the Seminar has 1mid gregqt emphasis on

gelf-study and continuation of study. This can only bejachieved with the

help. of books, and books are really the great Sreasure |of the Seminar.

Today there are altogether 8wo libreries {and three reading

and study rooms, mecossitated by the branching-out of wgrk into three

contera. The central library is in cemp 65, zerving all

the Winter-Camps

{64-~70, while the other is at Camp 62, serving the Summdr Camps. Only
studenta and graduates are allowsd to borrow books, bui |teachers in the

schools and some othsr people working in one capacity ox
eultursl sphere are asllowed the seane privilege.

other in the

At the moment, the central library possegses some 5000
voiumes altogether, a&ll in Hebrew. Of these, almost 10(0 are hooklets,

pamphlets ete, some 1500 are school books propsr for al
taught as well as & small number of textbcoks of other
Chenistry, biology, ete¢). The rest are fiction amd ot
matorial. Almost the entire library came originally
Department of the Zionist Executive,

The library at 62 camp is as yet much am
established only two months ago, but already there sre
snelves, of these scme B00 text books, the rest fiction.
part of this librery was sent by the Cyprus Refugses We

However, besides those twe librarjes the

tbhe aub jects,
bjectz (Algebra,
general reeading
t the Youth

ler as it was
Q0 books on its
i coppiderable
ere Commitiee.

exlat three

reading rooms, opsn to the general public, but first and| foremost intended

for students of the Seminar. They are situated in camps
respectively and compaose about 200-300 books eachy of ¢
in Hebrew in their fields; Hebrew and other encyclopaedi
dictionaries, the beat histories of Jewilsh literature, a
prineipal works, introductions end commentarisa to the
on all kinds of topies. These books are in constant us

65, 70 end 62
best availaeblae
8, the standard
well =8 the

ble, monographs
for some 12

hours daily, &a these rooms are frequsnted to the limit pf their capaclityy
Periodical literature and newspmpers, af far as they mach the camps, are

on the shelves as well.

The reading room in oamp 62 was dedicated

of the Seminar end who was killed recemtly together with
director of the Youth A)liyah.

to the memorfy of
Menachem Oren, the asaistant direector of the Youth Deparfpment, who was
responsible for the deapatch from Palastine of all the bpoke In possesglon

Hana Beyth,

T The Seminar has eatablished at the very bpgimming an art

class, which is an almost sutonomous body, not subjeet t
procedures of the rest. The course is not limited in 1
going on unintermittedly. <The firsttsacher to come was

the rules and

, 8tudy and werk

young graduate

of the Besalel art and eraft school, a pailnter, who achieved fine resulis
with his pupils end whose class as ope body prepared an qlbum of linoleuwsnenta

depicting life in camps, which haa so far been prinied

120 copies on a

specially comstrueted printing press. This olass contingea ita work new
under the guidanse of two painters, among thé mfugees, oge of whonm is

elready well-known in Palestine,

For four momths now Mr. Ben-7Zwi is condug

ting a new =rt-

class in sculpture. At first only works in gypsum wers gade, but now

his bea@_pupila“arg-uorﬁing at é}onq:scglngggqg_gnd the 3

(Y

so far surpess all expectations.

March, 1948,
PRI N
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