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TO iy /?2;)"

20th June, 1947.

Dr, GrusHks, o

JERUSALEM,

Déapr Dr.

avallsble

hafore me

considaratle delsay.

died st t]
of the shi

The "Latrgune” ship wss overdue for six weeks.

heve left
but due tqg
departure
othar faci

due to formalitiaes,

diegnozed
rule, due

Grushka,

!

In view of the fact that no Hebrew typewri ter is
in our office, I am writing this letter in Wnglish,

May I answer to the  following questions you put

in the last two letters that I received after a
First, relgiing to the patient Kohn who
¢ Govergmeni hospital & few days efter the arrival
p, may T steta the following:

AsS you know, he arrived with the "Letiroune* shlp,
He should
for palestine six weeks before he actually arrived,
the Ml oodshed that oocurred in the meantime, the
of the boat was postponed for six weeks, As no
lities are available for trensport except shipping,
he cowld not:ileave earlier. He was’

as a T,B. patient with sn abesess formation. ‘As a
to the agreement sexisting betwsen the Mazkiruth of

the refugs
Agency, ¢
those tha
imeediate
that his

to an offdl

es and the Immigration Departmept of the Jewish
o categorles of patients do leawvs out of queu:,
are going to die, end second those for whom an
peration 1s & life saving measure., Though we kKnew
ndition is fatsl, we had to send him, as he belonged
cially acknowledged category on the one hsnd, and

first

the pressure of public opinion was sufficient to put him eboerd.

This {s th
the future

lollowing:
in lsbour,

b present state of, af#fairs, which will oontinue in
unaless corrected by ithe Jewish Agoncy.

Referring to your second 18 tser, may I state ths

it is correct that whird degree tears have occurred
but the number is so small that it should sescaps

special no
in the hos
to happen

any oue suspected of having, has s smesr done.

positive,

in the mil
but negati
Penicillin

ice, At present, the pressnce of an obstetricien

ital of a good professional stand rules ou$ for this
n the future, With regards to patients with gonoree,
Should it be

full teeatment of Penicillin and Sulpha
Chronie cases with a positive history
considered necessary, ars given

in the canp.

e received the
tary hospital,
ye findings, if
in large dozes

IR—



1 reg
Mr, Litwak w
Writingo 1t
consldar it

3Y.

20th June,

ret to be late in answering your letters, but
111 explain to you that we have no time for
is essential that you come over. Plsease

BS 8N emergenoy.

Sincerely yours,

1947
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¥r. Charles A. Halbling, :
shief of|Delegation for the Near Eaas,
Inverna tfonal Red Cross,

Sir-'

gomplylng with your reguest of June l4th, 1947, X
attaoh a|concise rsport releting to the sanitary conditions aund
shortcomings in the refugee camps at Cyprus. This report,
though dgted April 28th, 1947, is, Kin the mein pertinent as of
todey as|well, The only chenge that has taken place since the
report hgs been submitted to the militery authorities is the
fact thet the use of the sea in Caraolos has agein been made

, ‘ 17th Juhe, 1947.

evajlebld for the refugeess of that srea. M¥asy I add the fTollowing:

2, Hospltalizention problenm:

1, ¥No e¢o0li surgery is pesrformed today in the B, ¥ilitary
Hospltel,) Nicosls, 'This means thet no operation of sny kind is
performed unless it is considéred o be s "1life saving meesure".
Tn view 4f the long stay ahesad of the average rafugee, renging
perhepe flrom one to two years, the prohibltion of cold surgery
roaults In greet suffering enld misery., W%e couaslder it the
~ssantiall duty of every physicien not only to treat peopis who
sre dying, tut elso t0 relieve suffering. At preassnt 2 men
wrlking ound with & hernias or other seriocus deforumity is not
opereted unon bécause no cold surgery 1s undertaken.

".

kitchen,
work on 8
they hav
e prisone
The refu
slothing,
etec, e
reguests
bsen grsn

]
The stsff of orderlies in the hospital, including t: e

voluntsry basis, recaiving no remunerstion whatso:ver,
not been granted any of the essentials given even to
of war or e criwinel sarving & sentence in prison,

e ordsrlies, in other words, are not supplied with any
underweer, shoes, ragzor-bladea, hsir-cutting services,
ave again and egain ssked for these essentisls, our
sve besn acknowledged, but anéver has finel apyrovel
ad. '

3e Regarding "comfort items”, hers %00 there hss heecrn no
mesting of essential needs., The folloming 1tens aveilsble to
the Britiph petients in the seme hospitel have not been placed
~t the dipposal of the Jewish patients; comfortable chalrs,
pyjemas, p redio, infeznts’ clothing, bedside tables, slippers,
newspaperp, razors, statiohery, stemps, nair ocutting facilicies,
ete, : :

is obtained from 'the ranks of the refugees, Though they

mmp—
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b, Qther

L]

probl -« 2 = 17th June, 1947,
roblems: . R

4.

have deer
rafuses 1t
beds or {
items by
which pri
wrought H
enywhere
need of =
surely tH
usuael pin

5.
Gsreolos
2 number

Since yMay l8th, 900 persons in the Xylotymbou crap
| aleéeping on the bare ground, beceuse the army hes
0 issue the refugees arriviag on the "Hatikva" boat
2lliasses, because of supposed destruction of these
refugees precesding the new arrivels., May I esk'in
son is & new inmetve punished for the mischief, if any,
Y a previous inhabitent? Does a prison atill exist
in the world where & porson 1s deprived of the elementsry
bedstend? These detention cemps ere not prisons and
@ standerd supplied here cuszht to be above that of the
el institutions in & pivilized aowmtry.

In view of tha frighteninz senitary counditions in
campsS, we heve asked the ermy authoritles to allocate

set has

be consl
gsined u
tents to
ef 700 r
items hn
be B8e=<n

dining r
nis rece
in Caraon
for dini
the Cars
Xylotymb:
discrixi
army aut
the pseat.
in these

or 8 gro

habiteatgl
lighting
Had thes
have bea
wegy and

of hecls
letely of
g sense g
reper-us

most help
imprassi
bssan neag

of tents for dining rooms. The numbar thet we have

een 120 persons per dining tent. Surely this is not to
ered & luxury end yet this request %00 has es yet re-
approved by the army. We have asked for a uumber of

be used a8 schools end reading rooms with an average
eders per tent, that to9 hes been refused. That thése

@ not been oousidered excessive even by the army, can

om the fact that in Xylotymbou proper slloentions for
oms end reading rooms seve been made. The D,v.3., on

t visit here, spoke of the degbreble sanitary situstion
8 and acknowle:ged the essential justice of the requests
R tents and reading rooms. %¥e wonder why it 1s thet
108 carps are treated differently from the people in

u, what grave sin have they committed to merit such
tion? The answer that will probably be given by the
rities is that destruction took place in ersolos in
¥ay I polnt out ‘hat from the start Bll errengements
camps were definitely inadequate even for the recepiion
p dpatined for & short stay, cerimialy for the permsnpent
of any group., Taebles, pails, ochairs and adequats
facilities have never been supplied to the refugees,
essential commouiities been supplied in time, there would
no dseatruction by the refugees apart from the uasusl
tear.

This is & summary of the maln shortcomings in the sphere
. Permit me to point out that the general prineinle
levelling comnunsl punishment for individusl sins is in
medicel problem too, becawse 1t has imnediete and Zefinit
ion psychologienally and even physically.

Plvase note that the loes)l medisal suthorities have boen
ful snd cooperetive in every wy, but we have the

thet thelr good advice end ussful sugeestione have ei the
2ceted or turuned down.

Respectfully yours,

P, cha Eapogort N
¥ediornl pirector
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Joint|Dist¥idution Com ittee in Cyprus to submit a report on

sanitgry oconditions preve'iling in the camps of xylotymbou end
Caraclos, ‘

every (sanitary control scheme have besn badly neglected. The
threa |main factors of senitation, water supply, sewagse dispo:al
end 1y control, have been thoroughly neglected, Let us
sumnanise the conditions at present: .

1,

wa §er.

for dninking purposes falls definitely short of the needs, In
view gqf the subtroplcal climate a dally supply of weter 1s

essenfllal. Until the prasent the water aupply hes been irregular
for one reason or enother,.

April 28th, 1947,

1 have been asked By the Director of the Americen

To my regret the principal points deelt with in

a) Water for dfiuking purposes: ‘The amount aveilable

b} The storage. tenks for water, though GDVhr;d up,

were not soldersed and dift and moss have been accumulating.
Thero 8 been no periodfeel. cleaning of the interior of the
tanks, ‘ : '

¢) Ths numbep of showsrs svailable is riduculously
few. he water supoly to these showers is irreguler,

d) No laundry §tends sre svailsble, =nd the people

have _np possibility of washing their clothing., As & result
they cpowd eround the storaga tanks and 8oil them, :

sidereg of primary importence and vital to the health and
¢leanlinegs of the papuletion has not been granted,

2. Gerbege.

e) The anororch to the sez in Dekhelln th01gh con-

crgetal voluntery team$ in sach c¢smp, numbering from 15 to 20 pe
peopley Though countless promises have beasn made snd the just
requests recognised, the sanftary workers have not received
overslls, shoes and ad:itlornal sosap. In view of the orowded
conditions of living end close communal mssccieation, the
pressure of theso people without & ohanns of garmants after

work pgesents a real threst to publie’ health and the psople
constifute a Fehlcle of: trsnsmission of diaaase.

e) Sanitary personpel: By our own efforts wc have
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b) XKit: Though spplications heve been mede in that

respsict to the Cemps Staffs and medicnl suthorities, shovels,
rork:rand othe: tools, essantial for sanitary work, have not
been [1ssued either at all or in adeguste qusntities.

¢} Trash c¢apgs: The number of trash cans available

for gerbuge i3 insulficient. Mo lids are svailsable and rlies
have |essy 80cens, The fsct thst none of the sanitary personnel
hae Been allowed to accompany the garbage with ihe trucks,
reaulted ip a regulsar dissppesrandce of thess trash cans already
et our disposal.,

d) The trucks for the removal of the garbage come in
to wprk iste end irregularly and the number does not satisly
the pneeds of the camp., “ardly one truxk 13 sver available (o)
a day's work per camnpa

3. La'age.

a) latrices: The number in sxistance is below the |

ceeyirements of the population. They lack urinsals, The buildi
of dew onas goe# on at » snail's pece. Those latrines out of
usafare not disposed of radically and are left open producing
8 fpul odour snd forming » perfect habitsl for the breeding of
flips. .-

[
b} Disinfection: D.L.T. materisl and espparatus used
foxi letrine cleaning end domicile-tents are supplied irregular
andl in inadegquats gquantities., The seme holds gond to lysol.
we Blresiy experlence an epldemic of haocollary disentery affec
ing hundreds of victims, ' The naxt we are likely to expect in
vigw of the prevailing conditions is en outbresk of Wntarlic
fevyer, May I call your =tisntion tp the fapt thet a few easeq
hete alreedy been sent t¢ the hospital. The whole responsi- |
bility lies ¥ith the - -authorities. ..

il
i

It hes come to my cttention thet the militery
autthorities have stopped sea-bathing in Cersolos 8 5 4is-
ciplinary wegsure. Mey I e£8k you what other sultable arrangs-
ments for weshing bave thu authorities put et the dispossl of




<7 the populetion: : n::
" the sea? -Tohlwik
to be ftaken, it'g

sani ta$iony . 5
' “. " - E
K # ‘§a§‘1'a
" in detgil with ¥
‘glven Yy Jou.LXs
Or‘“'t :!.“':'___'.
Prioriys
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r dgree thet whatever disciplinary ection is
oul4-under Ao, circumstances jeopardlze the
heelth jand undsrmine the elreddy etrained and lnadequate

. LY

-~ . " “ .
shgo that’ Lhe lﬁgow- mantioned points dispussed

fulle¥t atigntionsddld immediste realization
¥nown- 56 th dica&eﬁthorgtiea will be glven
: & A

28th, 1947,

];'g camp: ir:deprlved of the privelege of

s

-ptafrs and medighl authorities will be

g

E.




