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COMITE D'ASSISTANCE AUX REFUGIES ETRANGERS

- ~  f8 0.
5 7 ,,uﬁf,w
34 Rue du Caporal Lugherini e

Casablanca (ilorocco)

Cassblanca, Warch 12, 1945

The Amexican Jewish Joint
Distritdtion Compittee
270 Madjson Avenue

New York 16, N. Y.

Gentlemen:

ter an absence of five weeks I have just returned from

Algiers pnd Philippeville where I went at the request of UNRRA
in order| to study the question of repatriation to France.
F

bllowing the meetings that I had with the organizations

concerned with this question, I prepared a report on the

situation which I enclose herein for whatever use you can make of

ite

Sincerely yours,

Helene CaZes Renatar
Pregidente
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on the re

REPOCRT
By Mme. Helene Cazes-Benatar

hatriation of refugees of UNRRA Centre Jeanns dlArc in France

A1l the centres sheltering refugees in the Empire are placed under

the control of

the Ministry of Refugees and Deportees. ¥r, Pierre Frenay

is the presen} linister.

The décrees defining the jurisdiction of this ministry are dated

December 8th,

In ac

December 8, 19

1943 and April 2, 1944 (copy attached).

a

443, paragraph 2), the aim of the iinistry 1s

to organize the repatriation of refugees by preparing the
necessary plans and assuring their execution.

The dekree of April 2, 1944 extended the jurisdiction of the Ministry

to the followiphg persons:

Thug ti

of the Ministry

Stateless perscons in France and the Empire

Foreligners and stateless persons who, because of the

war had to abandon their homes in France or in the
Empire.

e UNRBA centre at Jeanne d'Arce is legally under the conirol

of Refugees or rather the departmental delegate at Constantine

who at present |is Mr, Boyer,

The re

fpgees at Jeanne AfArc can be classified into three categories

with respect to| their repatriation:

be repatriated

repatriated to

or to their old

l. Those who lived in France before 1939 and who wish to
Lo France,

2« Those coming from other countries who wish to be
their respective country.

3, Those who do not wish to be repstriated to their country

domicile but who wish to emigrate to other countries, such ag

Palestine, South{American countries, etc,

Since th

e most urgent work is presently concerned with repatristion

—

ordance with the terms of these decrees (Art. 2 of the decree of

A A

Y A




D

to France, this report will deal primarily with my efforts in this matter,

REPATRIATION TO FRANCE

Me refugees| who are to return to France are placed into two categories:
a) Those who escaped from Metropolitan France

b} The refugees classified as civilian refugees

THOSE WHO ESCAPED |FROM METRCPOLITAN FRANCE:

This categony comprises all persons who, at the risk of their lives, crossed

the French~Spanish border after November 8, 1942, to serve France, either by

o, futd

enlisting in a military nuweﬁmtl-erganizatién working for national defense.

Until Februsky 9, 1945, only peovle of French nationality who had escaped fram

idetropolitan Francp had priority rights for repatriation to France, Since that

date, 4r. Rouaix, @dministrative Director of the Repatriation Service in Paris

sent the following telegraﬁ to Commander Legroux:

"fe authorize repatriation under general conditions of all

tHose escaped from France, foreigners or stateless, on

dondition that they had thelr legal residence in France

fore 19394,

In accordance| with these instructions, the foreigners and stateless people

who had escaped frop metropolitan France had the same priority rights regarding

repatriation ag the|French nationals pertaining to the same category. This

(A—-.../t\h-"d"
telegram caused a v.olent-éiseussg;n between Captain Marin of the Military Buro

of Ciremlation in Alglers and the Union of persons who escaped from France, The

refused to classify foreigu nationals as "people who had
. R
litan France because they had not been anthorized to do so by

military anthoritie%

escaped from me tropg

the Ministry of War. We found valuable support in Mr. Sala, director of the

Union des Evades de France in Alglers, Thanks to his comprehension and hisg

broad views the complete text of the telegram was accepted and one of our proteges,

-
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* “e/vadé?“ was abl
" The follow]

to leave: ORNSTEIN
d'Arc center, the 1
to be exzamined.
These recor

the civil status!
li
re

1l af

s
to leave for France to join his wife and chilé;
ng people who escaped from France are now in Algiers, ready
SIDI, KOIRAN Peul, KOIRAN Serge, GUITZJAIN, At the Jeanne

ecordg of Schwarz Leon, Givre Maurice and Wilstein still have
dg mist contain, aside from the usval information concerning
ntification card with picture or any other document which may

blace it,

Fidavit issued by the military aunthorities, or any other evidence

cohfirming the enlistment or the desire of the refugee to enlis§_in

th

Any

French Army upon his arrival on fe soil of the Empire.

ocument confirming that the refugee had his residence in France

vefoge 1939 (receipt for rent paid, income tax return, etce)

Residence certificate

Ope dr two pictures.

These records may be submitted to the "Union des Evades d'Alger® which will

trapnsfer them to Gom%ander LEGROUX, and determine the date of the departure,

CIVILIANS NOT CLASSIFIED IN THE CATEGORY CF THOSE WHO ESCAPED FROM FRANCE:

The repatriakion of those refugees from Algeria to France is, at present,

contingent upon a telegram dated Jamuary 7th, 1945, #61, HUGE Paris, addressed to

2
the Service de Rapattigtiement of Algersas

OFFICIAL TEXT:

"The foreigndqrs to be repatriated from North Africa are not permitted to

leave without the apgroval of the Ministry of the Ipterior, Individual applications

mst be addressed to

firet pamwe, birth dat

the applicant.

A *(Persogﬁ who succeed

be
the Ministry of the Ipterior in Paris and/comprised of name and

s, former residence in France, place of present destination of

ed in escaping from France)

i aeEREL s R SR ol —

e




" During the

with the Securit
Delegation of th

that the refugee

only after the French civilian refugees will have been repatriated.

pointed out that

number of the Fr
space of the aboy
personnel.,

Only

which means thet

-

pumerous meetings I had in Algiers with Captain TESSANDIER,
Wilitaire, at the Palais d'Ete in Algersfk;ith the
Ministry of Refugees in Algiers and Constantine, I was told
classified in the second category will be able to leave NorthiAfrica

It mmst be

the Freﬂch government has made only three boats available for this

[,

repatriation; Thi

M4arechal Lepine®, The "Sidi Brahinm" and the "Canada". The
nch civilian refugees is about 60,000. On each trip, 70% of the
le mentioned vessels is reserved for the army, navy and aviation

30% of the spece is therefore available for civilian refugees

18 months %0 two years will elapse hefore the evacnation of the

French refugees

After all

ill he terminated.

rench and foreign nationals who escaped from metropolitan France,

as well as all Frlench civilian refugees will have been repatriated, the residents of

the UNRRA center,

classifted in the second category will be zble to depart.

It is absolhtely certain that these refugess cannst stay in North Africa for

such a long periof of time, living the collective lives they are baving now,

without suffering] physically and morally.

In spite of
these people happ
earlieat possible

life should he le

made after the 1iY
be permitted to rg
is impeded only by

Th
sheltered in the J

a)

the considerable efforts of the UNERA administration to render
¥» they cannot think of anything else but to return at the

date to their homes and start a normal life again, even if this
85 comfortahble ﬁhan that offered now by UNRRA. Provision was

eration of France that people who resided in France before 193g,

turn to theilr homes., If, as I see it, their return to France
trangportation difficulties, I would mggest:
pt the records of all civilian refugees of foreign nationality,

panne d'Arc Center be set up as follows:—-

Individual application to the Ministry

—
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a.ppl icant.

for the Jeanne d

applications and

orgznize a trans

b) Proof of residence in France before 1939

¢) Residence certificate

d) Medical certificate giving the state of health of the

These records should be executed in four copies of which one
"orc Center will be sent 1d?

1 to the UNRRA in Paris

1 to the UNRRA in Algiers

’he =dministration of the UNRRA will gather all these

apply for a collective visa in order to be able to

hort to France.

At this mo#ent the Paris UNRRA will have to intervene with the Ministry

of the Interior 1

be ¢obtained more

o obtain entry permits for France. Thus entry permits will

ri
easily and the transportations of the refugees could be made

on Allied vessel
A limited n
agreemen%,togethe

from Algeria to Fi

I do not he)

to repatriate thes

=

mber of persons - about 80, might be placed, following an

© or in groups on American, English or French boats, galing
[allCe s

ieve that it will be too difficult to obtain permission

reunited with thedil

sh

e refugees who should be returned to their homes and

i families,




