
Translat ion frog Hebrew 

Caruolos Cai..pa, 5th September, 1947. 

After spending one month among the refugees of "Yehudah 
HalevJ" end "Shivath a iun" , 1 wish to give you ia the following some 
information regarding these Aliyoth. 1 s h e l l not speak about the general 
condit ions in the caups, but sha l l confine myself to the special neettleris 
of the North iifrican group of refugees. 

Xhe refugees of these two boats are a l l detained in the 
Caraolos oai.ips. Those of "Yehudah Halevy" and pa r t of "Shivath i i o n " are 
l i v ing in Camp 55 and the r e s t - about 300 - in the 60, 61 end 62 cai„ps. 
The l a t t e r are not con cent rated in one place, but aro sca t te red a l l over 
the camps, which makes the work among them a l l the more d i f f i c u l t . 

01 vis ion according to itovements: 

The refugees joined the various iwvements acc iden ta l ly , 
without hiving any idea of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l or other cha rac t e r . With the 
exception of two groups belonging to the Kibbutz Hameuchad, most of the 
refugies belong to the "Idjzrachi", which can eas i ly be understood. There 
i s also a sihall number of refugees in other movements* gor your information, 
hereunder some f igures re the d iv i s ion in the various movements: 

"Yehudah Halevy": uror - 48; Hakibbutz Hameuchad - 42; Mlzrachi - 170; 
Bethar - 25; Hashomer hazair - 17; i»ocham - 15; nanoor Hazioni-
12; uordonia - 15; unorganized - about 40. 

"Shivath zlon"; Those detained in Camp 55 are a l l in the » i z r a c h i , mostly 
f ami l i e s . In Camps 61 and 62: a iaruchi - 160; juror - 26; 
be thar - 30; Agudath I s r a e l - 50; The r e s t are unorganized. 

pauip l i f e and i t s e f fec t on the refugees; 

The condi t ions in which the refugees of "Yehudah iialevy" and 
"Shivath J6ion" l i v e are t e r r i b l e , and t h i 3 nas a fcfcry bad ef fec t on t h e i r 
s p i r i t and depresses them. The reasons a r e : 

(a) Camp L i f e : I t i s not easy for them to g e t used to camp 
l i f e . The f a c t tha t these people came s t r a i g h t - and not compulsory - from 
free and contfortable l i f e into ee»ip l i f e , t o share a t en t with a la rge 
number of other people ( there are oases of th ree or four families in a t e n t ) , 
i s a great burden on them, i t i s t rue tha t these condit ions a re E T » * 
couoon to a l l tne refugees, but they are spec ia l ly hard on the "Yehudah Halevy" 
and "shivath 21on" refugees, who have never known ca«ip l i f e , ^nd who have not 
been properly educated towards i t . They have come to t h i s l i f e without any 
prepara t ion . They also have no p o s s i b i l i t y of improving t he i r condit ions 
They a r r ived bare ana naked. j£yon the 2 kjj. parcels which they had been 
allowed to take along with th''in, sj|d to oe foregone at the l a s t moment; and 
i t goes without saying t h a t t.hoy have no money. 

(b) lmmigrationi rhey cannot ,-et used to the idea that 
tliey w i l l >ia.-e to s t ay in Cyprus two year3 u n t i l t h t i r turn comes to 
imnicrate to P a l e s t i n e . This causes groat ".onsion unong them and pessimism, 
wjst of them aro desperate . *iany o la la that they ought to be given p r i o r i t y , 
s ince they came on t h e i r own free w i l l and not by compulsion. 

(c) Movements: The competition between the various r.ovement3 
shocked them and broke t h e i r s p i r i t s , itach movement " fo i l on them" t r^ying 
to gain on i t a aide as many of them us poss ib l e , "tfe ^ncvor Imagined our 
Lana to be l i k e t h i s " , they clali.i, ",«e expected to find u nation united and 
firm, but found the contrary" . i'hls i s ulso a r e su l t of tjielr Ignorance and 
uon-prepuratlon towards l i f e In P a l e s t i n e . 
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(dj Halat ions with the Europeans:A t o s t preening problem 
i s the r e l a t i onsh ip between the North African and -Htropean refugees. 
Together with the "Yehudah Halevy" and ibhiveth £ion" refugees aro detainod 
in camp 55 the immigrants of "kordel Hagetuoth". The r e l a t i o n s between 
the reu\£gees of these boats a re not •iiHtgue; they car. be divided into the 
following ca tegor ie s : **** *f- •-»**- tkct-ia c 7JZ^ 

(J ) Youth organized in movements: Tha^e i s a small group 
of youjrth organized in movements, as mentioned above. These youths have 
attended schools , an i t he r e l a t i o n s between them and the jftiropesns ".re 
more or l ess s a t i s f a c t o r y , fly the vay, i t may be mentioned here thtyfsome 
of these entered the car.p i n s t i t u t i o n s as the r ep resen ta t ives of the two 
boats in the taazkiruth (Camp Committee), the law-courts , the Post o f f i ce , 
e t c . I must remark t h a t the re i s a readiness on the pa r t of the "o thers" 
1)0 ja r i ia i jKt . cooperate with them. 

(2) Youth t h a t has not received any education. This 
youth came s t r a i g h t from the s t r e e t s . Some of them are i l l i t e r a t e , or 

icAvw.H i f they have a • • era knowledge of reading and wri t ing, they learned i t 
A accidental ly in the s t r e e t s . I t i s very d i f f i c u l t to control such youth, 
^ a i th these the r e l a t i o n s aro not as s trong; they suffer from an i n f e r i o r i t y 

complex, ana have alwaya the f ee l i rv t h a t they are bein^; taken aavanta^e of. 
In order t o receive what they want, they reac t i n a very pr imit ive way. 

•
There i s only one means of cont ro l l ing themj and tha t I s fo rce . Theee 

youths need lon_; and systematic education. 
( 3 ; The t h i r d cateeory comprises the Immigrants of 

South Morocco, Alg iers and Xounis. ^hese families a re very pr imi t ive 
and biekward. They speak only Arabic, a lar~,e number of i l l i t e r a t e s 
among then, and i t goes without saying t h a t there can be no close r e l a t i o n 
ship between them and the o the r s , not even the North Africans. They ere 
l i k e two contradic tory po les , completely d i f f e ren t fpoffl each other in 
t he i r u o n t a l l t y . 

I wish to add here another point which, although regarding 
the whole ^roup, i s of spec ia l hardship to t h i s groupt lack of common lan-
uage. tilth the f i r s t two ca tegor ies , there mi^ht be some good r e l a t i o n s , 

•

or even, in some ci.ses, personal sympathise; bate The Africans ana the 

j£uropean3 manage to converse, somehow, e r the r in Hebrew or in -n.?li8h or 
jfrench, but with the l a s t group, whose only language i s a r ab l e , there i s 
no way of conversing. This feet depresses them. Ihey specia l ly f e l l I t 
whenever they have to r e f e r to the Muzkiruth, the doctor e t c . 

^e* Heaume: 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t In a few words to define the charac te r 
. . of these Allyoth. I t might be said t h a t these Aliyoth do not t r ee s oi-ve 

AthXMsv- the North-African^ Jewry, s ince these are the f i r s t •"•li.oth from that 
part" of the world, and^re a t r i a l , I think that a more careful se lec t ion 
should lave been made. There i s much b e t t e r youth in worth Africa who 
i s mentally and physical ly prepared t o undergo a l l t h i s in order t o reach 
P a l e s t i n e . 

T7.,- . 
mulish i s not the caje with these a l i y o t h . with the exception 

j , j of a few "organized" ou ths , some of them se t on t h e i r *ay fiar sheer 
c u r i o s i t y ; for o the r s , i t was a t r i p to the promised .Land, tha t had a 
iiiethaphysical foriu in t n e i r iiinda, and they MM only out of r e l ig ious 
enthusiasm, but tha t enthusiasm disappeared with the f i r s t obs t ac l e s . In 
my opinion, nothing can j u s t i f y such immigration from worth Africa, ihe 
f i r s t All. oth, t h a t w i l l prepare the way for many o the r s , should have been 
merely of Chalutzim. uut these <«liyoth wi l l only br ing curses Instead of 

hp^M "•• b less ing . Many of them h««efe desperute and aro sending b i t t e r l e t t e r s t o 
' / l e i r fami l ies . Ihe r e s u l t of such l e t t e r s can .veil be inia,/»ned. 
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- . The problem of mass immigration unaer the worst condit ions io s t i l l 
A «*- ^u-i^w^fare^frora^North Africa. This i s not a most pr. ssing problem for them. 

ff i The masses can s t i l l wait and i f ylany p o l i t i c a l or other ca lcu la t ions 
demanded immigration from North Africa, i t i s obvious tha t a s t r i c t e r 
s e l ec t ion should have been ..sade. I t i s not a l i f e - o r - d e a t h problem 
for them to jus t i fy unselected immigration. These people have not 
been in ca.:ps and would s t i l l carry on with t h e i r way of l i v i n g . The swartia 
question also a r i s e s what way wi l l they go when they a r r ive in Pa les t ine? 

They wi l l c o n s t i t u t e an economic problem t o o . some of them 
have profess ions , but a groat many wi l l f a l l a burden on the Yishuv. 
And soc i a l l y , i f these people are not taken care of and educated hre in 
Cyprus, they are apt to serve tomorrow against the i n t e r e s t s of the 
Yishuv. They need broad systematic education and a l so personal a t t e n t i o n . 
In the l a s t few days the condit ion has somewhat improved, a l so as regards 
r e l a t i o n s h i p , mexagxte This may be a t t r ibu ted to the various improvementB 
and aid granted by the A.J.O.1 '* 

Kl ie Noyal. 


