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Sheshad! 455 passengers 571655 ichildren, ,x.a17, young, |peoplds
By mfsﬁ*?i-:ﬂom%miﬁh@ Eesgvy.ﬁ.;baér;h@m;SP‘%ﬁ%'d"’%K'ﬁg
Bridishe desteoyeolsoons ftes sailing,;,and Jhad been shadowes WAt
warships avhich relieved, eacl ‘other every two d?yﬁ-.f%.ﬂ the "'ﬁi_}g e
the: present :momefit 'we have. an escort of/ one cruiser an s
destroyers,” the announcer said, and went on to address an "‘Ppi--'
to, the, United Nations. The 6o-minute transmission _clos?d. w1 b
the singing in Hebrew of a Hagana song and of the Jewss

National anthem, “Hatikya” -

NAVAL ACTION

The next day,
by ‘British Nava] £

territorial waters,

the 18th July, the Exopus 1947 was, 5“’?953
orces — according to those on bo.afd’..-.oumw
The ship was rammed and three of -its crf__-
and passengers were killed during the boarding operations Se
in. the inimitable language of the official communique, they “We .
found to have died from fractured skulls,” The Gnvc-mmznl
statement described this “nayal engagement” as follows: “In 0?_3;
to avoid ‘being boarded, the ship took violent evasive action whic

i the ensuing boarding operation resulted in damage to herseli:‘”’
well as to ships of the Royal Navy. The sides had been plazis
upand barbed wire ha

1d been sttung fore and aft. The bpazdlgsg
party met strong resistance, backed by tear-smoke, fire works
smoke bombs, steam jets and various missiles. She also droppe
lifé-rafes
single shot and one burst of
of .the naval ships against ap
decapitate * one of the boardi
who' was aboy; to use a rifle.
frightened the tyq men,
was used by naya] pers
weee used in the boardin
aifa “Pore under h

machine-gun fire were used b}’ 01:;
immigrant who was threafenmg'l_;e s
ng party with an axe, and anofb o
The shot and the burst _missed’ fire
who dropped their weapons. Nﬂ.mhe_r g
onnel. Some fifty naval personnel in e
8 party. The Presipent W ARFIELD e-".‘“gth'
€ own steam on the evening of the It
In Tater news pyp

this melodram atic worg

etins from the, Palestine, g;oq@}qasl}}?ﬁgf.ﬁﬁ"{&f
was I?D.lﬁcel_i by "attack."_ ; i mgyoiisss

qnilbeo

4
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blidar a0 oo fiansiadied f cturdd
96 legal tinigrant it found o haua;he;ii f}f:ﬂ:m%’: i
et a° third’ haé sincédied iﬂ'-ﬁosgitai:- roriw’ th o e
Sk\uﬁs’ Z{a tf_)‘I. O Rk B T | ; rHalfg.».husplta-l-,.-fﬁoﬁle-=ﬂf
Twentyséven others Were -admmé_ti to7] A A
these ‘persons, It'hdi.zgh not all; were su‘ffermgd mehr e} B T
when the Presient WARFiELﬁ) was 'I:?S'Elrde ok
‘were injured and admitted to pies ¢ e et
An’eye-witness account of the fighting w;j SG“"::J:IO :'e‘;ormef.
and later to the U, N, Committee, by J? el
clergyman and accredited correspondent o ‘an“W i
Tre CHUrcHMAN, who was on boar.d t}tle ShlP-_d "T)ut i S
to beach the ship early in the morning”, he'sai: ) i Faage
British destroyets came up. We were told that “I::earding vt
territorial waters, and that they intended to put [.;a dot:avel[ed i
aboard, We turned and headed out to sea. We 1_3 Mg oy
miles and certainly were outsidc. the 3-mile 'lglltfw brigbon
destroyers cradled us. Their boarding party carrie s
the first assault, but we had rigged up ausiliary Si}eer n%:lcrpconrrol.
from the aft platform and managed to keep the shipuridee e
The British were never able to! reach the engine r:m';heir 9
denied "that the immigrants used tear-gas bombs. e
weapons, he said, were potatoes, cans of Kosher E{orne ki :Th'ey
steam jets, while the British used guns, clubs an Leaarﬁ s'cek'm'g
had deliberately fired at the bridge as they caimeda_ o e
to cripple the helmsman. Grauel personally assiste 11'; :i gt
from the hurricane deck of the vessel of two young lads ke
been shot,'and a third boy had his wounds dressed in l'lls. Fre}:::il K
and they were gunshot wounds. After a number of people ey
severely injured, and further resistance had b;camc us[;af;[ 5
ship gave in, British injured were treatf:d l:_uyb octors a ity
Xopus and medical help for the ]ewnsh_m;_ured. was als e
from H. M. S. A jax. Those who lost f]:ll:‘lr lives in res:i;fxni R
boatding operation were William Bernstein (23), American ML

i nation of
¢ The Labour daily, Davar, suggested as a pﬂss;:;:ef:ﬂ:;mfhat ihe
the ;Sé.m'ﬁﬁ.m."fﬁ\ﬁ'é “that 'gas’ "'s'lll‘*?II's “had” 0.\.’?.1..51}?‘: l::;'led eac'h other.
destroyers cradling the F¥edus unwittingly .Bom :
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After the Batt]
One of the

. Injured ang w
Wwarsh

L us'’.
ounded on board the E:‘;:ind.
ips  which Tammed the ship seen

chief mate op the ve

‘ land;
ssel; Hirsch Yacubovich (15), from Pola
and Mordechaj Buns

: n
tein (23): from a D P camp In Germany
who fought 4| through the ‘war as a partisan in Poland.
€ LXODUS 1944 gai]

n

: ed into Haifa Harbour on the aftt’-l'lé"zy
of the 18th of July, preceded by H. M. s. Ajax and followe: 7
o d.ﬁs.troyer_r._ She was flying the Zionist colouts from the_mt e
fore and afe A i WD ihuge suches could be seen i
Pla_nking_ that had walled in the middle deck, railings were ni;:m
O, cut: cables hung down from the bridge; bedding, blan
clothing, splinters, ripping water-pipes, wWere
mixed up. A British

o8y ﬂl;usr'hg the trophy into his shirt,

6.

jonist
soldier climbed up and cut down the Zion! y

*

- i eck.
i isible on middle d

Captured “Exodns’ entering Haifa. Gash visible

ap :

DEPORTATION FROM HAIFA

boatd”
The usual procedure was followed. The Army sent men a

i in Yiddish and Germaﬁ',”
t hand out the routine leaflets 'prmtecl. in [,Ylicition g
giving the refugees instructions about dlscrl'r:ielx) mke;1 s
with atheir luggage, telling them they would be

irst; Grauel told”
Women and children were asked to come off first. Grau

: W1

mmittee, that thléi'

JuZge Sandstroem, Chairman of the U.h'N' wcaos 4 five-hoﬂ'r'.f{fﬁll_:

Eipee stretcher to be taken from the s 1153 assumed, deer;"."wef-?.-{;

corpte. Because of the Finin pfe“r}lt! wiist again as if he wet'-e

givert to roll the boy's b]ar‘:ket. down to the s

stfrr alive . watched for some time by Mr, Sﬂnd'i

I Diseinbarkition was watcher pr he U. N. Committee, Mr.
stroem and the Yugoslav delegate on the UL

3
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portation_ships. ‘The Ogean Vicour sailed before 9 p. m., the
RUNNYMEDE PARK was, ¢mbarked next, and the Empire RIvAL took:
the last of the passengers and [eft at 5.40 a. m. on the 19‘%‘!.0“'“
12 houts after the Exopus reached Haifa. The sick and m].ure:d.
kept ashore, and their: relatives, who were allow.ed to remain n;
Athlit, numbered 52 all told. Among the American members ok
) the crew who were arrested was Cyril Weinstein (23) of New Yo:l_
| formerly corporal of the st Marine Division on Gu_adalca:! :
i he and others were charged with aiding and abetting illegal im-
migrants, and released on &£P. 1,000 bail each.* The helmsmafl,
William Millman, was taken to hospital with'a bullet wound in
his jaw. The rest of the crew had mingled with the refugee§.
Grauel was also taken into custody, but released after all his

papers and documents had been confiscated.

DESTINATION UNKNOWN .

The Palestine Broadcasting Servi{ce
on: the 1g9th July reported that the deport | Soviig |
for Cyprgs, bJut}; lalzcr B. B. C. report said that the destl.qe_ltiig
was the port of embarkation in France, while rumours also spoth’
of Tobruk, An official spokesman in Jerusalem said on :he 20th
“The whole question is one for the London Government. "I'rootgs
in Cyprus received orders on the 21st to stand by, to receive the
immigrants, On the 21st it was again reported that the deportat;;m
ships were bound for a French port, and it was learnt tﬁt
H. M. G. was negotfating with the French Governmention; :I

A subject, It was not till the 22nd, three days afte‘r the ships ha
left Haifa, that the report was officially conflrmtzd. Thﬁ o
certaitity had been bad enough; when the confirmation came, ‘?g

J words were adequate for comment, It was realised that the Frenct

J were reluctant to agree to the return, and thoughts went back ts
ugees caught between Polane

ube- — old stories. The

511

M-8 m o5

[ Sjmi;;h,.,l;_tggk,_mehlgh hours to. transfer the people to_the 5:[__3;
|
|

+ A

Y

news bulletin at midday
ation ships  had sailed

3

before the war — groups of Jewish ref
and G“ma.ny;_ or -marooned. on the Dan
RER Tt chmes wé:re dropped on 7th September. o
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ships stood out to sea or cruised slowly up and down while the
French Cabinet argued. It was fj

1 1 + - + L als] Bl10y a-:llg'yj gj%fEEe,djl Ebjra.!rt ’Jgh&f{‘zj?%
Gmmﬂqemamm{ﬂ_l Permit tHE 12f3Gees 1o land, §ut bz iba it
fotce sémakcehlitilaig 201 10 o fort,
1011 Phestimably At the*British reguest; there Was at First an effo :
o .[(ECP Sl p{)l‘ti}f Ianalnga SBCfCt Thatthe -'destinal‘i?i:l nﬁj-,
theless Teaked ou;'broug’hf’ ‘another protest from the British i
bassador, M. Duff Cooper, to M. Chauvel, the Secretaf}f_. Genﬁf‘_‘t
of the Frenich Foreign Ministry (on the 28th July). His p_ro_I:éSt'
Was against the whole tone of the French Press as well as_ags“f‘;--
specific leakages, “Englishmen working in Paris”, wrote the Ecol‘g} 5
IST, “can recall nothing since the liberation comperable to the 3_1?5_1-
now-being hurled ar ¢he British by French journalists.” Such wi :10_
misunderstanding was bewiIdering and regrettable, Put it dowﬂ,. t
Spears and thay unfortunate Sytian business, and try to be to_l cr:[ﬂ ;
True, a fainy touch of misgiving did percolate through in the o
patches: of some of the newsmen on the spot. While referring ;
satcastically to the “lyricism” of the Communist paper, CE S'OL?'
the M orrespondent wrote: “Whatever the..

. ANCHESTER Guappray 5
5 . L 2 e =iy
legal or mory] Justification for deporting the Exopus 1947 re{uge.a .
2 move in view ‘of the effect b

el

it had Pethaps been an unw

justification”p Unde

! £ W e CcEes;
t the Immigration Ordinan
SUccessive Def,

ence (Emergency) Regulations tll:
Power to refuse entry to "”?I; ;Se
are in order (to use some p rf it
ous labyrinh of legal categories)* and, i :
hat he ‘pe deported to the country he came
CePE is the roor of the trouble. Such a phrase

(o] Wfl()se Papers

y There
Woman and op
fused entry in

I e T o
* The adulfs werd nevertheless
is anothep

to Py lest ine,

ship
story) lldren were not taken off the the
“Strumar, Ak ™Men,  women and children went do“iﬁ 0[!{ . ‘)
53 / Y HOd Jhainayoll -‘:I‘].i.,ji ; {,. .L—,'_\b!:'i‘}'ﬂ:_
il \ o Iy Imiganh viabnnll odi 18fd iT): Ll
10

; gl st-Vichy
on a still sensitive pDSF_-V Y”.

aje ik o

- pr a0 i

Were Immigration Certificates availaple for every g
i1d abpar,
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iy slidw nwob bns qu ylwolz bsaimn 10 :
3y sidw nwo S TR

. yoridsD) domsrd
I, Heml esw 3l .b';!”}‘-'”\:"f;;i:‘ﬁ;dﬁ;ii;é)
| P 503 093785 YUET . ion: of. L3eht ‘] - 4
Cbiftethed o Brovide Tor che f.g!t;ﬁ@%f%npql,?ﬁ i f‘?’k, Sl
E’ééfé'lz'fto%ic;eif‘fﬁ such “Countries do not Ihaveh&f:(;-ulj.cétf T fombacltion
come, as it were, from -r.lq.wheﬁ"“?%qp: et ot .tf}leir. own!,country;:
sndia e oo 1! not frm?l : 4, 3
is“‘puire :Iccndep_t,_:pgo_plqj who come not. f ds, . this, SnhushalP slepel
but #o their own country. In C'_t,h-".r--"wrl e nable; 'to, tse-al
cohcept 'is'xina,déquate and meaningless unrejs?’alesti,ne. Its em=
legal ‘term) “in the_unique instance of Jews an

s ifestation:
bodiment in the legal system of Palestine is just Eﬂemn;:;a:;y ine:
of the gulf 'Betwégn the mandatory rule and. ) ets migrants —+1
tention. Jewish D, P, refugees, would-be el‘rllgéarf ) “Seateless”sc
what you will — are not unique today in ]:.;m%)s in having

ut they “are the unique minority 00N the D. ;I'he conflict?
a countty they believe they have a rlgl_lt to go ;0' S OidersineT
is between "IZW” (Emergency Regul.a\uons baf‘ } gn{ay-. ey
Council endorsed by the British ParhamenF, which idfioin g
not be compatible with the Mandate, which may “faw’l. then
be’ the fundamental law of the country,* be.tweei;’n lexity, -sub= |
and 3 complex fact, one that is a fact fo.r all. lti_h?mgn g et
Jectivity, imponderability — a belief dep osmid g | connection”,

Y the river of historical time, the famous hlswrflcat independent |
once endorsed by the League of Nations, but a fac

of that endorsement. e L I

‘So mng:fzsefr:)]: tthe “law”. And the “moral };]Stll'fllcj:li?!e- ;‘;ﬂcd“ri

English are great moralists, we know, and LR abral traffic? 0
of the refugees at heart, They want to stop this émnllish are: also
o réscue Jews in England’s despite-_ B“F t.ht‘. hngeating ? they:
®Mpiricists, “The proof of the pudding is m_t] E o jl_:stifica:—u‘::
say. A policy is judged by results. For all theleﬁ Os okesmen of r
tions in the communiques and statements of all the pit is to be
the Foreign Office and the Palestine Gcm:rnn-u:gt,c e viry
oubted whether the English really feel that they hav =
well our of the Exonus affair,

TRy

me Special Committee
° The Palestine Government before the U‘n;\:- nplaw.' it
ontended that the Mandate was a ‘document,

0f
Judger

i




} ~ Bur a policy once decid ' b oe,
~ apparently, whatever the immediate and minor 'disadvantages. At
the last moment, the night before the ships arrived at' Port. de
‘Boue, the original  text of the French Government’s declaration,
which had already been printed on hand-ou leaflets, was changed 4
under pressure from the British, and the sentence about not using
force was deleted. The Prefect of the Bouches du Rhone Departe-
ment went out to the transports (only one was ia”the harbout, ‘
the other two were anchored 5 miles out). On the first, he was |
taken onto the bridge to read the declaration to the refugees |
"c&?dpec[ in the wire cage below the bridge, but they shouted t0 [
him to come down. He went down to the hold, read his statemen® <
translated sentence by sentence into Hebrew and Yiddish. They
as!ced him whether force would be used to get them off, and he
_srd’ No. Thekipokesmen told him they would not land. ;Whﬁ:
2oout your sick?” he said, “They will t well in Eretz Israc
- They all shouted Viye la France a};d theiesang Hatikva, while the
Fr,m"‘h stood to attention, When the Prefect reported the Fefus
iy .‘-}19-_-(;“[0‘131. in charge, he was told, “Come back tomorrow, 3™
.'"-url.ye-'u._‘flll i .t,h-at more than a thousand will be willing to lan
3 '.El'my are being - influenced by scoundrels” It was the same
3 on all theee ships,
:*:"E\t’l{o'{:i Ef:[SS had not been allowed on the ships, though ::ne
s oed lia managed to get somewhere near them, near €no! gr_
cages, But there was no way of stopping the Pfef‘cs
Byt *fotpanying hini' from themselves telling the Pres

2 . des-
seen. English correspondents sent pained

“rench inab:lity to see the other side ok, iHE *

s to be pursued,

{,wweer.he Wire

5

Pace on each of the ships than on the ExopUS-

t refugees didn’t get

: o | O2gey ST . i it |
t they had et off, it was obviously for the same b s | il PO e tr ascdt
e fe‘r a s.et O‘Ut n the first place, Sinister Zionist machlnaﬂtlj::l; | :,h!i‘\)}' l.i-_-,, L8 T Lo P PR ki s i ¢ went B OR

&l Machinations on the other side were quite in order. w [ LTI A

| £l




French hospitality lay tantalisingly closé, the refugees were told
that they might be sent far away, but certainly never to Palestine
ot Cyprus. Rumour equalled ‘geography — North Africa, East
Africa... Fuel and food was brought aboard, and then — nothing.
Surely in the anti-climax after strain, people would break d_ﬂ“’“-
The English were right in feeling that the ‘inexplicable’ obstmflc)’
shown was not 4 matter of individual judgment, An offer wa'.;_belﬂ_g
made to 4,500 individuals, as individuals, They were refusing it
on behalf of 4| those who were not generously invited to come and
live in France, those who were not wanted in England, in the
-S. A orin Colombia,
And the war of fetves went on, week after week. Women
were giving birth, were about to give birth? Let them land. People
were ill, and there
i . h duty to make them land, because of
i there was no shelter, an
you got wet through? you had only to land. If they had landed?,
who would have blamed them? And what would it have pfo“'cd’
But only 130 of the old and j|| came off, lamenting their own

weakness. One man suffering from peritonitis as the result of a
kick received during the board;

brought off by the French against his will, for it was a matter of
life and death,. The rest s

tayed, They organised “life” on board —
teaching the children, issyin : - billeein (they
called ¢ “Baderech” . . 5.2 Manuscript news bu

. En Rou!e:}, ames, songs... Lhey coul
wait, they had waited for 5o long, % ;

oy Yet after all, they ang theit guardians were only human.
The mutua] hostility of the firse days of the trip had given way
€ natura] 4 friendly, The passengers share_d
f with the soldiers. But finally then,r
lerang boredom g being ‘browned off’s
' 10 ignore thejr charges and blaming them
£ss job, Op the 16th August there was a clash,
said between, the soldiers and the passengers, buts
to the British ConsuI-General, between the passengers

Hm‘"e"el‘, since  officers commanding the guards

Some repOftS
according
themselves.

14

-y

o rradtd
\ sigeod fons
lamisilganet yel vailsig

rigilciiby {

aboard the three ships ca.lln‘c._ _55:}19?.‘? 50 LGt 1{[\1:‘.-,‘ tggeﬁhg.__’!;!%‘l;‘i;];%if;
eduction would be tha; the  soldiers,were, involved] Ticors hal
deen other “incidents” 2 wfleﬂn.. n_é);_gimplﬁ saldiers {mt!‘:fri.czﬁlemd
lost thejr tempers;* French 1‘Epf65011t€lrjvcs_l‘ad S ]:e Jadddoitd
off the ships, and British consular officials asItorcR ?Ai.-on P
apologise. Some books were sent aboard the ]§MP1REB I\ned 1 Phk
16th, Books on Palestine and Jewish subjects™* W 11?1 b e“; and
» and — to be on the safe side — evcry§111"g, % et Iijurnillg
Yiddish. they were burnt in the galley fire — if this mean :
Prayer-books or Bibles, it couldn’t be helped. ’s hunger-strike was
At last, patience had given out. A day’s mngb ck ashote;”
declared op all the ships, Pressmen saw th‘c food sent E!s Lue thew
the Frepch Ministry of the Interior confirmed the ':":h;ng And/
ritish Embassy in Paris said there had been no suc o .liarm;"
if there had been “partial” fast, it wouldn’t do Irheglr:ssyhad'at :
Spoilt g they were by their friends on land... The down into' "
ast beep Permitted to visit the ships, though not to got be called' ™
the holds; they had admitted that the ships could nﬂc kg
e e]ll ships”, et the sight of those wire cages was mor et
could Stomach, RivVAL ™
0 the day of the fast, the refugees on i Enﬁiﬁm- ask
Sene a Mmessage to the French Premier, bescc':hm%) lestine.. The ~
Eng]and to order the departure of the vcssci-‘-_ {qr az manifold
Message thanked France for her offer of hospitality an European’™™
in fiesses, but re-affirmed the refusal to dilsembark on and the
soil. The message said, “The conditions inside the Eﬂgisinhum'an' l
holds £'¢ unreasonable by any civilised standards :Tn and afte
When forced on us more than two years after the war inced that” b
Ut liberation from Hitler’s death camps. We are conv

f i he “French "3
b Prolonged suffering is the last thing desited by s DB

¥

diter
T——— i Western Me )
' * Perhaps When the ‘'mistral’ was blowing, .::Zer as the ‘Khamsing oz
Fahem‘ Wind, which is as notoriously trying to the te < e
' the Bastern, ke

i izrhann:
» py Chaim szm_au__at'_lmj
vPalestine’s Commih

g

H The books  were: “Collected Sl:h‘i'i'?"—“"':"5'11
Ser""l'-‘ “Jewish State’; and two handbooks © 8
ettlementsu and “Tha History of Zionism. y B
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.Similar messages stressing the jnvoluntary French complicity 'in

d people. Yet that is pl?Ef_.:i_S‘er the effect t_J_fll pes
i ships “to. remain  indefinicely’ in" French'"Watersd

i theiryordeal came from the other ships.
by 1. Pleas and protests of all kinds were reaching the French, the
American, the British Governments, and other agencies, the Re
_Cross, the Trade Unions... An attempt was made to invoke: the
.English law, such as it is. An application for a writ of Habeas
Corpus for the release of the eight children born on the ExopUs
vand the deportation ships (and therefore British subjects) was
heard in London on the 1gth August and rejected on the gtﬂunds

1}

. that Lt, Delange, who applied for the writ, had no standing in

. the matter, When asked by the Court to name a precedent, Mr.
J. E. E. Platt-Mills, a Labour M. P, and a barrister, who EPPeared

on behalf of Lt. Delange, replied that it would mean going back to
the days of the slave trade.

LTHE ULTIMATUM

The scandal was too outrageous, something had to be done.

«Then came the threat — the destination would be Germany. It

faris Perhaps theoretica]ly possible that whoever thought of th%S was
Jgoing on the precedent that the same threat had been applied t©
s recalcitrant Poles in England (who would neither join the Re-

settlement Corps nor return to Poland) and that he really did not

bemake the mental effore needed to confront the two concepts at the

same time: Jews — Germany, But unfortunately it seems far more

- probable that the macabre threat was deliberately calculated as

likely to bring the “deluded” people to their senses. S
The French were induced to repeat their offer of hospitality:
. There was a 24-hour ultimatum, The English wanted the French

o to deliver that too; the French Foreign Ministry agreed, but the

: ] . i y 3
Prefect’s actions are in the domain of the Ministry of the Intetior,

“*‘which refused, H. M. G. even tried to bring the Jewish Agency

into it,

for of course their sole thought was the welfare of .the

.. unfortunate passengers; howevet difficult the task; H. M G.

was prepared to do what it could to help a‘Jewish' Ageticy” e

;16

- July,

. Munigue, 1¢
Blven of the

! “oMmunities and: by the peace-making meetings ©

A5y 4 ~ 54 - : et 1aY sloopa bagy e y
presentative to: reach. Port. de Bouc 5‘1 ‘Eég%,é“ l)’;;ﬁﬁf&ﬂﬁ?}‘-‘tﬁ@«:
people where e real, interes, lay, This paskculat eomerGlich
with its nauseatingiy familiar iséI_f_-r_igI‘F,Eﬂ_"j.s.“to,?e"_'.o,ﬁei% aﬂ:glérj
in disingenuousness. If read carefully, it does not Say, c:[hg d
immigration into Palestine is thé cause. Of'the; recent bioo et
between Jews and Arabs,” but that it is "aggr'avatlng--.n the 2 ltL:calqgn
which has led to..”” The Jewish Agency, rejetting the ln?llé’:]ls
invitation, was obliged to give the lie direct to this “Ot.sfls.'u- »PZ
insinuation.* The Palestine Government itself in an qﬁla’a -cl?l}’e
munique on the clashes between Jews and Arabs had said t:: a; the:n
Was no evidence of any purpose or direction, and had f:lcscrl ed t .; ]
as “a series of unconnected incidents...” But the Foreign ofﬁc{:}gh
thedPress are hardened to Jewish Agency counter-statements. . ho
reads them, anyway? ik
The Britii}h (Y:onsu[—GeneraI at Marseilles Jelivered the u_ltl'
Matum, Not a Jew landed. And at 6 p. m. on Eigantt sl
the three transports sailed for Hamburg. he French
The next day, the British Ambassador 'asked t t; e
Government to receive the refugees back by tran from eb o
one of Germany. They were being sent to Germatly d -B--(and
there it would be a British responsibility to get them 0 !an LR
Rot, apparently, because of the food and housing Eaclht-ms awffiéial
n Germany and nowhere else, referred to in a_prevml;? o s
communique), Had whoever it was in the Foreign Of;cg) ‘had
elieved that the threat would have to be carried out® ©r G
L SN et
& * Statement by Jewish Agency Executive, 23rd Augush 194':1:111;§:; :f
In order to justify the expulsion of the refugees in the Jacel 45
His Majesty’s Government cite incidents which bopy which
ine in the middle of August — some attacks by Arab TORDERFL 0
O connection whatsoever with immigration. There was m:-nﬁlefﬁ of
in this country who connected these incidents Wit ;e{r"ﬁ)ﬂl‘
lmmigration, as was done by His Majesty's Governme.nt in Lo nwas
was during these very incidents that public expres.sb‘:!:s. i
dééb ‘anxiety o, the Arab angd Jewish TRasss &9 p‘éf __gvth
estine, as shown by the declarations made by leaders

¢ Jews and Arabs ‘ln the

Palest
had n
Arap

Peace in Pal,

u
Quarters where the incldents took place.”
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biagila 3tid mworsd sogt mobsstt sadions Jo e B Pavice | 551_""35, in the name of another freedom n::t_r!cpg;f!rl_l\,'?ﬂ,tl.lhﬂl!ﬁﬂ?{iuH?,?r.
séthebiody Final y_been made to;see what it really looked like to the - and not only theirs: but'that of all* Jews, thae'is to' say 1;;595{_,\\’&
oh-British ségtléngérf;he world’s. newspaper readers, sending | dare:not shrink from'sayitig i@ 219N, Hi3edSn®s '1!zirm|ﬁ§l_-;,. P |
Jews back't6 Germany? O, had.the benevolent intention all along And so events drew’ to “thieir lantencable  climax. \As ghe] |
been €6 force the r;?ugées to be happy in France? convoy steamed slowly round' the western 'éb;i_étq of Europe;and Ao

“"The French Government, writhing under the flagrant black- 110 the) English Channels lstimitilice appeals were made by the,
mail, signified its readiness to receive the refugees, on two con- Chief Rabbis of Palcstinc‘ and England to_ divert the transports
ditions: ‘that they should come of their own free accord, and that ! Even the State Department ventured to hint that H. M. G. (then,
their admission should not constitute 2 precedent — France | I the throes of the ‘dollar crisis’) would suffer in American |

had set the number of D, P.s she could receive at 8,000, eitem if the landings were carried out — it appeared that H.M.G.

| |
i could nop | signed ‘ond :

; ' ' A 10t have cared less. The UNSCOP report, signed
DEPORTATION T O GERMA NY 31st ALIgI.ISt, lmanimously recommended incrcased immigratlﬂﬂ nto |

_The deportation transports put in at Gibraltar, Thete was a P“]“til‘le; here was a last-minute chance to back down without , |
fine display of force in readiness, The passengers were bolted below [03ing face, while at the same time the sheer malignant unreason. <
decks. A Reuter’s correspondent had been permitted to make the > Pessisting became cloar. as the phrase goes, to the meanest
e on one of the ships. An Associated Press request for similar : ntelligence, By no incredit’JI reparations at the Hamburg docks
permission had been granted by the Foreign Office after long Want ahead, and the HEWspagr:rS recounted in detail the preparing. |
he""__"_‘at.if?'n, and on conditiorf that the correspondent should not of Water-jets and tear-gas bombs. The press was promised every
be a Jew: the gracious permission was not made use of. { facility fo, viewing the affair, and then it occurred to someons |
P Now H. M. G made a nob.Ie gesture. Pregnant women were l‘_ha]: the people mighe land 1;ict1 if there were no witnesses f0 I
invited to land, with the promise that they would be sent to their humiliagion - ok lq Yh idea by itself but worse than |
Palestine (and deducted from the sacrosanct quota, of course). the {l] ; a logical enough idea by : |

1 3 Ver ‘the
TR DG Pres o o S ok attemplt attempted to forestall, At the newsmen’s outcry © %
absence of pregnant women would make the use of force in the to k :
port of Hamburg a shade less awkward. The women refused to land turn thej, back h ; o
2= pe.r.missi()n had been refused for their husbands to stay with S Shigstiei edPrEcegImgs. B i grotesquely meaf). |,
them, ‘and who knew how many years might elapse before they “AMpajgn of vilific:;trizn tmeum;iirzgni; i_n:.-'entiﬂns. There is 89,

would be together again, The famous i | 5
i : quota was full up to 1950. # SWying ¢l i il handles T
The ‘Hahsports pue back o Gibraltar. “Biiles trmi)bk”, 2id € that the Rabbi Korff story was brilliantly ha !

ted secrecy, the wretched compromise was dewse.d of bar'd i
%P them at a distance. And Germans would be instructed 0,

IO e “ : eld the headli; : the landings. For more
gmb'.c.?mm_umque. The Pﬁrlna{nent itk eonss o The' febeletor than 3 el rl::s‘zver Fhe whocl[clgamof Ofrcs:had beoss et oy
abinet ordered the return,” said a2 press story. The journalists \ © Projects of merican and French p <t ot things o
were” wrong, and the hope that had flickered into [ife for a 1 Was pre i o ebsund RebbiKeoift 3?%515 tine by illegal .,
i : T i ar ces SImE L) ales et s T 0 b [
S?Foné weat out, The _d“mlssal of the second habeas corpus ap- lm‘“igrantsp Cl)?lg:fl i I?amc}mm mv:ismsn :ember the news that. (4
fp:carlgr; Was no surprise: the Exopus 1947 deportees had been *' he had ee‘n 2 “E ;"g t of sth to Gn‘ epinw i deop 3
ree to land in France and' they had tefused. It was precisely theit '~ leaﬂe_ts R -Lmtdnsm as he was stepping £ discoveries of home: jos
mfu.sa_] that was the heroic affirmation of their - people’s will t6'"! Made hombs 1don was linked “’"_h fepurte Lotdon, What subs d
be free'— they refused one version of freedom, limited to them- s, o oumed also to be intended for ot .
j e 19 gt
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editotwould besitate? By the time the bombs had dwindled to blue-
prints,;possibly f,df-..lﬁéf'.{s%_.ﬁ.,_FCIEa_S.ing .devices, the Exopus pgopTé

had, been, got jashore, and safely behind barbed wire with really
much less fuss than ;might have been feared. ' :
HAMBURG

-+ On the 7th September the fitst transport, the Ocean VIGOUR,
sailed slowly up the Elbe and docked at Hamburg in a dense fog
which would delay a landing for another 24 hours. The wharf
was lined with cages constructed of perpendicular iron bars and
was: sealed off at both ends by barbed wire. At either end of
the . whatf fire hoses were coiled discreetly in readiness for
possible trouble. The whole dock area was cordoned off by large
numbers of German police. In addition to the 1,500 men on duty
in, Hamburg itself, there were an additional 1,500 “on call”
teady to. protect military buildings, a British official said. There
were over 1,000 troops ready to carry out the disembarkation.

At 6 a. m. on the 8th September the deportees were told that
they had an hour in which to make up their minds whether they
would get off of their own accord. At five minutes to 7, women
and children and a few men came wearily down the gangway. When
about a third of the 1,400 aboard had landed, there was a break.
Reporters were too far off to see what was happening, but they
heard continued cheers, shouting and singing — some said of
hymns. Apparently young men in the hold were refusing to ‘come
up.. Military police and tin-helmeted troops went aboard. German
morkers put up a covered gangway, The reporters wrote that men
and some women and children clung to the ship’s rails, and that
the:troops used their truncheons; a group of about 30 young men
struggled for half-an-hour before they could be overcome an
dragged down the gangway. One press story before the landings
had- been the discovery of a plot to fake injuries, with stage-
property blood and all, to impress newsmen, However, the re-
jporters were given no chance to make sure whether the injuries
weére real or not — one man whose head was bleeding and who
tried  to show his.wounds to the journalists was  hustled off;,__tl}#

20

men believed to be leaders and order the soldie:
Batofi§ were used, wrote Norman Clark (NEWS

quayside by soldiers who Hlished td Suroting him The tesistanee &b
the younger men overcome, the fest landed qietly, disEmbﬁrIf@f}bjkﬁ]i
being completed by 10.35. "Some’ of ‘the 'soldiérs” helped’ wombn
across; led children by the hand and assisted with “the refugees”
packages. In a number of instances the offer of assistance was
refused. ' 1AM

On the dock loudspeakers blared out dance music as the
J.P'“’S’ after being searched, filed to the waiting trains. About 25
sick people were placed in ambulances and a child with meas_les was
taken to Hamburg hospital. The entraining was not carrlet.:l out
quietly. Shouting defiance, over 100 had to be carried bodily ito
the coaches, while from the trains a hail of food, rained suddenly
through the barred windows at the guards. : i

The next morning, the refugees on the second ship, the
EvpiRe Rivar, disembarked quietly. It was later offically announc:
ed that 2 home-made time bomb was found on the ship. One :?f
the refugees said the next day, “We wanted to destroy the ship
Which brought us back to this hated land of so much sorrow
or the Jews, and to make a noise which would be heard round:
the Wor[d"’ 1our

The Runnymepe Park was a different story. It took a5
hour's fighting to get the people off with clubs and fire-hoses, anc
the official statement recorded 33 injured, 13 of them women.
An English Jewish observer said he counted 67 injured. Before '-thf
struggle began, some of the Jews prayed, and all through: the
ighting they sang Harixva, When the refugees refused to obey
the ‘order to disembark, streams of water from high-pressure h_9ses
Were turned on them, so powerful that they were flattened against
the sides of the holds, but the only effect of this was t© bring 'up
a few crying women and a handful of men carrying .cinldr_e::t.
Below, the Jews ripped out the statboard companion way; forcing

¢ : : i it
the troops to ]cap down into their midst. Officers WOIJ;]C{ point s
: rs to “get themd

CHRONICLE) ; mat
also about the head: He

only ‘on " the' ba t in obstreperous cases
Only < e 'back but in obstrep ded what was necessaty,

added that at tihes the force used excee
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Al'tk:;r. the Battle of Hamburg: “Exodus” refugees landed in Germ'any

[

ko
and oecasionally an officer would remove a soldier for this to some -

othér job, Practically all the refugees had to be dragged up on
degle and many of them were clubbed. They showered tin cans,
boteles and pieces of ‘glass on_ the troops, used sticks fitred with
bagbsd wire, clung to rails and stairs, clawed and kicked! The
NEwW Yorx Heratp TRIBUNE reporter described a savage battle .
cowards the very end, with the soldiers driven back, but the refugees
W JE finally defeated by the powerful jets of water directed on:
thgfiy, A high proportion of gitls held out to the Jast. Once dragged |
up on deck, Jews with blood streaming from head, neck, arms and |
br?&!}r ‘were passed on to the dock from one p:'iar'tg, of sﬁIﬂl&r‘éﬁ%‘?‘f’f
angther forming a chain like Ffremen handling ﬁ,b“‘%;@ﬂ:%
o i . . WS etinvte T SENES N el SA0Y h

PEe

202ti1T s00aT 1o ariinl’d
o8) y1otebus arfy el oad

ep,

. ion forced
Victim of Peace Crime. An “Exodus" survivor of Nazi persecut“’;w
back by the Mandatory Government to D. P. camps in Germany.
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" Back to D, P,

Camps. "Exodus” refugee brought back to Nazi soil

—

s and wiapped in &
strecher on the quay. Five soldiers carried a struggling Y,?ﬁt._ig.s
man and all of them fell in a heap on the gangplank. Immedl&t:g

) E. i v et Fron

' An apparently unconsd_oﬁs'__-young“ﬁ?’fﬁ?n
the fire hoses, was carried down by foulf"sold

following them came six soldiets careying another resif_ti.ﬂg._‘ o
A woman carried off the ship was followed by a C_}lild-:og'-ha‘fg\&_
boy of about ten punched the nose of the soldier'carrying him.
A Jewish gitl was carried off fighting, then a man, shouting,. then

two more unconscious Jews, then another still kicking _afthaugi}::
botne on a stretcher, One soldier brought a truncheon down actass
a boy’s wrist and he let go and was carried still struggling f“blyw
the ladder, As his limp body was hauled on to the deck, another‘
shower of vegetable tins was hurled at the troops. The very 1351_*"_
be dr agged on deck was a young blonde girl, still singing the ] eWiSh_-:
anthem.-She fought on until she lost consciousness. s,

At 12.20 the ship was declared empty. Ten gfhshe ,‘founde%
were sent to hospital, while the others were -“P?"Chec{ UH~ the:
docks and taken to the trains, five of them on stretchers. Somﬁ
of them had broken wrists. About 400 British troops were engageaé'_
three of whom were injured. \? : 5 ,
~ Two vans with some so refugees believed to have 1e:d‘ the
figl:lt were taken to Hamburg prison, escorted by two mlh"‘a’rg
police jeeps and a lorry of about 40 German police. Even on thc'
dockside the fight was carried on. A sharp crack sounding like
2 blow, followed by screams and sounds of struggle, was heard
rom the pen leading to the trains, though pressmen could not
see what was happening. A heavy barrier in the pen was torn d?'wn."
“he refugees shouted all the way to the trains, though somes
cattied face down and silent, had obviously been badly. beaten anﬁ
Were unable to make a sound. Y
I While the struggle on the ship was going on, a demonstration
¥ 1,300 Jewish DP’s in a Hamburg square was broken up by

| iﬁfﬂfGerman police led by a British colonel. |
| BRGNS L Titow st i a0 AT S 4
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The very least that we owe to the people of the Exopus 1947
is to record their resistance. But what matters is not so much the
degree of force that was used, nor even the fact that force was
used — what is accomplished without force anywhere in the
world today ? — but what the force was used for. The brute fact
of the return of Jews.to Germany was what mattered; that
England sent Jews to Germany in 1947 is what will be remembered.
Because they were steadfast, the people of the Exobus forced to
the surface, to the light, this dark and startling reaction to their
stiff-necked Zionism, a reaction henceforth not to be rationalised
or explained away; they made irretrievably clear the true intent
of English policy toward the Jews. It was implicit in every major
incident since 1939, before the STRUMA and after. Since the end
of the war, many a small group of refugees, including some of
those on the Exopus, had been stopped at the French frontier
and turned back into Germany, But all this was only known to
“those concerned,” to the “specialist” in the subject, to Jews. But
the Exobus story was big enough to break through the scum of
indifference on the surface of public opinion; there was no majot
war on to distract attention; and there is still daylight in the
world, Will this self-revelation at last work a cure ? The Jews of
the 1947 Exopus may have broken the cold heart of the Foreign
Office’s loyalty to Mr. Bevin, exhausted at last the English capacity
for self-righteous self-deception, shown the very age and body of
the time its form and pressure.

“Where do you come from ?” the interrogation officers and
the spies asked in Poppendorf camp. “From Palestine”, they
replied. “I am here, or there or elsewhere. In my beginning”.
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