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Abstract

This is an exploratory qualitative documentation about the camps in Famagusta, Cyprus, erected and run by the British Government, 1915-1949. There were at least five different groug
camps, and relations between the camps' residents and the local population. The paper concludes that very little of the camps has survived, except for graves of some internees. Some
the locals for various reasons. It is hoped that further research will be carried out on some of the camps, especially the Russian, the German POWSs, and the Turkish POWs.
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Ozet

Bu calisma, Ingiliz hukumeti tarafindan 1915-1949 yillari arasinda insa edilmis olan Magusa'daki kamplarin nitelikleriyle ilgili bir dokumantasyondur. Bu kamplara en az bes milliyete mei
anlamda ortaya koyabilmektedir.

Calisma, bazi kamp sakinlerine ait mezarlar disinda kamplara ait yeterli sayida, belge olmadigini ortaya koymakla beraber, Gazimagusa Karakol ve Larnakaya yakin Xylotimbou bolgesin
kampinin yerlilerden bircok nedenden dolayi saklandigidir. Son olarak ise ileride yapilacak calismalarin diger, ozellikle Rus, Alman ve Turk savas esirlerinin kapatildiklari kamplari konu al

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kibris, tevkif kamplari, multeci kamplari, Magosa, 1915-49.

Alcatraz, Devil's Island, Sydney's Harbor Island, just a few locations where islands were used for detention, for political and criminal prisoners alike. The island of Cyprus was no excepti
between August 1946 and February 1949. The fourth and fifth groups were hosted in Cyprus as a courtesy and not as detainees: these were the remaining troops of General Baron Ptoy
Famagusta.

This paper describes the camps in Famagusta, the circumstances which brought camp residents to Cyprus, aspects of life in the camps, relations between the local population and the de
The British took over Cyprus in 1878. In that year the Porte and the British signed an agreement (the 'Convention of Defensive Alliance' or the Berlin Agreement), whereby the sovereigi
length of time Cyprus was ruled by the Venetians--(1489-1571). The British received Cyprus from Sultan Abdul Hamid II, "to be occupied and administered by England." (3) The official
obtain a strategic outpost in the region which was becoming increasingly significant for them. From Cyprus they could monitor military and economical movements in the Levant and the
by 1925, Cyprus was declared Crown Colony and the position of High Commissioner was replaced by that of a Governor. (5)

As the British grip on Cyprus tightened, they began to make use of the territory for purposes other than the military. Taking advantage of the isolated position of the island, they shippe
captured by the British in war operations in the Hejaz, the Suez Canal area, and the Dardanelles, and on September 1916 were sent to Famagusta aboard two ships, escorted by British

The Turkish POW camp was located at Karaolos, today renamed Karakol Mahallesi, about two kilometers northwest of the Old City of Famagusta. There is some (unsupported) suggestio
military camp. (9)

It is known that some 217 Turkish POWSs died while in detention, some from inadequate conditions in camp and some shot by the British while attempting escape. Apparently there was
the cemetery of Famagusta there are 33 graves of these Turkish soldiers; these are individual burials, in addition to one mass grave of 184. They are known as 'Canakkale Martyrs' for t

Life conditions for the Turkish POWs were very harsh: food was very poor and the diet consisted of mashed and boiled marrow, bread made from barely flour, carob and olives. Eye-witr
materials and tools they could find or improvise, like wooden cigarette boxes, trays, wooden spoons, prayer beads made of olive seeds, decorated with patriotic texts. Some were forced

The camp also created problems for the local Cypriots, Greeks and Turks alike; the land for erecting the camp was expropriated from farmers, who lost revenues and filed requests for c
Then came the Russians, what remained of the so-named White Army and their dependents, commanded by General Pyoter Nikolayevich Wrangel. The 'Whites', who supported the Czar
able to concentrate forces in southern Russia (as the Polish-Soviet War was over), to deal with those under the command of General Wrangel. The White Russians withdrew to their last
end of the Czarist military presence in southern Russia and the Ukraine, and the beginning of a chaotic and unstable time in Russia, graphically described in Wrangel's memoirs. (13)

The White Army and their dependents became refugees and, like the Turkish POWs in Worl War I, they were also accommodated in Karaolos, next to the Old City of Famagusta. The Bril

The White Army refugees were a strange mix of civilians and a few hundred military personnel with their families, who were evacuated from Crimea. They remained in the camp for mor

One of the least known groups to be hosted in the camps of Famagusta were the Templers, who were Christian German colonists from Palestine, evacuated by the still-in-control British
camp located next to the harbor, known (at that time) as 'Golden Sands'. Today this is where the strip of hotels is located south of the Old City of Famagusta, now a closed military zone

The relocation of the Templers to Famagusta was the outcome of a swiftly-taken decision of the British administration in Palestine on April 18th, 1948. The trigger was a military operati
and traumatic, with German civilian casualties. The next morning the British realized they could no longer guarantee the safety of the Templers, (17) and shipped them out of Palestine
Haifa harbor as the Empire Comfort was boarding the evacuated Germans. (18)

The German Templers were caught between a weakening British administration, which was about to leave Palestine on May 15th, 1948, and the two main populations, the Jewish and tt
against the Templers, culminating in the violent taking over of the two northern colonies.

The Templers came to Cyprus as refugees on April 22nd, 1948 and were accommodated there until October of that year. (19) The British felt they were doing the Templers a service, sa
Australia. (20) Templer sources mention the feeling of relief shared by the evacuees on being brought to Cyprus. It was the first time in years that they were not confined to 'perimeters
and go without limitation. (21) Altogether there were 378 Templers in 'Golden Sands', (22) but there is no information on how many births, if any, took place in camp. Four died in Cypr
The 'Golden Sands' site contained two separate camps in the one location, with the Templers in one camp, with small tents, and next to it, German POWs, mainly from Rommel's Army,

The 'Golden Sands' camp that accommodated the Templers was built by the German POWs from the adjacent camp, located on the inland side of the road that ran parallel to the beach.
built the Jewish refugee camps at Dekelia. (24)

The German POWs were repatriated to Germany on September 1948. The Templers, from the camp next door, were left behind, to be released one month later. They stood on the beac
As for the exact location of the Templer camp, there exists only one accurate description. R. O. Eppinger, a Templer who was elected Camp Leader wrote in his diary: (26)
22.4.: Arrival in Famagusta in the morning, conveyed by the English military to 'Golden Sands' camp, situated about 5 km south of

were conveyed by Army Red Cross vehicles and buses to Cantara [sic] in the mountains north of Famagusta.
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It states clearly that the camp was located on a site where today there is a strip of hotels, stretching a few kilometers south of the Old City
much as possible their lives in the camp. Following their tradition of democratic community culture, as was practiced in Palestine as well, tl
educational services.

Moreover, the historical break between Templers and Evangelists (also called Kirchlers--literally, 'Church-goers' in German) that occurred i
services were conducted in part by the Templers and in part by the Evangelical church members." (27) Each group, however, did have its «

The Largest group, by far, to be hosted in Famagusta were the Jewish refugees, held in a cluster of camps, some of which were also in Kar
Famagusta, they built another camp cluster in Dekelia. Altogether there were about 52,000 Jewish refugees, out of which about 30,000 we
(28)

These were the days of the aftermath of World War II in Europe. Many Jews were left homeless and had lost their families, including those
promising, as the British Administration had just issued new regulations, limiting the number of Jewish immigrants to Palestine.

There were a number of reasons for this new policy, the most crucial being the attack on King David Hotel in Jerusalem, carried out by IZL
including British officials and occupants of the building. In addition, the British preferred to limit or stop altogether Jewish immigration for {
Secretary of State for the Colonies that some Jewish immigrants were potential recruits for radical Jewish underground movements. The B
the Americans and the British on basic issues regarding a feasible solution to the Palestine problem. Stopping Jewish immigration was ther
illegal Jewish immigration. (30)

The anchoring of the Empire Rival and Empire Haywood in Famagusta harbor on August 14, 1946, marked the beginning of the Jewish reft
and a few days later the British opened 'Camp 60', next to Camp 55. Altogether in Karaolos there were five camps: 55, 60, 61, 62 and Car
68--was built between September 1946 and March 1947, and was located between Dekelia and Xylotimbou. These too were designed for 2z
seven near Larnaka. (31)

The architecture of the camps near Larnaka was different to that of the Famagusta camps. Housing at the Larnaka camps was of the 'Nisse
"surrounded by a double electric wire fence with spotlights and an observation point every 100 meters. British soldiers kept watch with Tor

As did the Turkish POWs in WWI, so some of the Jewish refugees attempted to escape. Some were successful, mainly due to assistance frc
follows: 883 escaped after June 1948; out of these, 407 were smuggled to Israel in a specially designated ship, 45 were shipped away as

Escapes were made through tunnels and by breaking the fences. (35) At least one tunnel in Karaolos probably exists today; it was observe
civilians. (36)

As expected, the British authorities tried to counter the escapes and demonstrations that the Jewish refugees initiated. They issued warnin

There were 134 deaths in the camps, and about 2200 babies were born. (37) The dead were buried with the British authorities' assistance
out of bounds for civilians. However, in 2001 an Israeli writer visited and documented the cemetery with special permission from the Nortt
initiative of Rabbi General Y. Goren, then IDF's chief Rabbi. (40)

Both the Jewish refugees and the German Templers were resident in the Famagusta and Larnaka camps at the same time. The same Britis
decided not to create a separate administration for the two groups, but kept the Jews and the Germans apart in separate and dedicated ca
Local Cypriots were not made aware of the German presence in their own town, perhaps because the British feared possible hostilities bet\
too were an angry group, having been expelled from their colonies--which they regarded as their homeland, suffered the expropriation of t

The Templers and the Jews recorded positive relationships with Cypriots. The Templers recall walking the neighboring Greek village, being
the locals would whistle, stamp their feet and 'jeer' loudly in protest. The Cypriots' feeling was that now is their turn to be rid of the British

The German Templers had some 'informal' trade relation with the locals. Hornung recalls how a German POW who was working in 'Golden

[He] made sure during the day that some unused bags of

cement remained on the job, and at night he came back with his 'armored cruiser' [makeshift boat the POW made] to pick them up, [...
Some Templers found employment in Cyprus while in camp. Blaich describes how she applied and accepted a position with a British family

The Jewish camp residents, on the other hand, had a much more complex and operational relationship with the Cypriots. The first move th
their own sufferings, saying that they shared with the locals the same struggle against the British. They also made it known that they had

The most intensive interface of cooperation between Jewish camp internees and locals was in matters of escapes. Members of the Jewish L
national struggle, aimed at liberating the two peoples from the British. The Jews needed a local infrastructure to support their escape oper.
suspicion. In turn, the Greeks wanted from their Jewish counterparts assistance in organizing and structuring an anti-British underground i
but with sincere intentions in assisting the escapees, amongst them drivers, informants, guides, and those involved in the provision of safe

Both Templer and Jewish sources documented the British attitude as mostly fair. Templer sources describe the camp commandant as a pel
(relative to 52,000 total population) died, may be attributed to the humane attitude of the British, (50) and the involvement of Jewish care
Bogner, (51) resulting from the traumatic background of the camp's population. The Templers' camp was small and more humanly homogt
togetherness and camaraderie. The only four deaths in the Templer camp may also be associated with the fair British attitude and the fact
their being.

The British granted independence to Cyprus in August 1960. The British are gone now, except for limited presence on the 'Sovereign Base:
of the old trees in the quiet cemeteries of Famagusta, there are the graves of the war refugees and POWSs from the camps, the only remair
descendants of the friendly Cypriots and their welcoming island.

* The author wishes to thank those who contributed information and personal experiences for this documentation. Among these, in randor
Haifa; Horst Blaich and the Albert Blaich Family Archive, Melbourne; Peter-Klaus Hoffmann, Sydney; Neomi Izhar, Atlit Detention Camp Me
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Ch. Papavassiliou, Limassol; Dr. Turkan Uraz, EMU, Famagusta; Selin Oktay, Izmir, Turkey; Esin Sezer, Nicosia; Dr. Huseyin M. Atesin, EM
Endnotes

(1) Baron General P. N. von Wrangel, (* 1878 +1928), the Last Commander-in-Chief of the Russian National Army. He originated from an
Anton I. Denikin and was given command of an army and succeeded Denikin as commander of the White armies in April 1920. After the de¢
The Memoirs of General Wrangel, the Last Commander-in-Chief of the Russian National Army, Sophie Goulston (trans.) (New York: Duffiel
(2) The Templers are Christian members of the Temple Society, the Tempelgesellschaft, originating in the Wurttemberg Region in Southwe
various locations in Europe, who were active in Palestine in the 1100s--and later in Cyprus--and were also called 'Order of the Knights on t
Society, G. Henley (trans.) (Melbourne: The Temple Society, 1991); Alex Carmel, The German Settlement in the Holy Land by the End of t
in the Holy Land During the 19th Century, and the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI), 1990). (First published 1973) [Heb

(3) See Harry Luke, A Portrait and Appreciation, Cyprus (London: Harap, in association with K. Rustem & Bro., Nicosia, 1957), 86, quoting
85-97.

(4) Which is still done at the time of writing, in a number of 'Sovereign Bases' in Cyprus, considered British territory and operated mostly f
(5) Rupert Gunnis, Historic Cyprus, a Guide to its Towns & Villages Monasteries & Castles (Nicosia: K. Rustum & Bro. 1936), 22.

(6) U. Keser, "Kibrista Bir Esir Kampi", Toplumsal Tarih 135 (2005): 76-82, 77. Here he quantifies the number of Turkish prisoners as at le
(7) Northern Cyprus Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Defense website, History Section, (accessed Feb. 2005). Official Website of Northern C
(8) United Nations (multinational) Peace-Keeping Force in Cyprus sometimes abbreviated UNFICYP.

(9) Keser, "Esir Kampi": 79; Official plaque in the military memorial at the Famagusta modern cemetery.

(10) Ibid.: 81.

(11) Province of Canakkale lies on both sides of the Dardanelles. The Battle of Canakkale (also known as the 'Battle of Gallipoli') took place
Turkish history as 'Canakkale impassable'. To honor the Turkish soldiers who gave their lives at Gelibolu (Gallipoli), this peninsula has beel

(12) Keser, "Esir Kampi": 78.

(13) Wrangel, From Serfdom to Bolshevism, 291-324. Wrangel describes a situation of chaos, mass killings, torture and poverty, persecuti
(14) N. Bogner, The Deportation Island, Jewish Illegal Immigrant Camps on Cyprus, 1946-1948 (Tel-Aviv: Am Oved Publishers, Tel-Aviv U
(15) Not to be confused with historic Bethlehem in the Judean Mountains.

(16) Detailed description of the events of the operation in Paul Sauer, The Holy Land Called, the Story of the Temple Society, G. Henley (tt
Tempelgesellschaft im Wandel der Zeit, 1985), 268-270; Wassermann-Deininger G. Here We Have No Lasting City, C. P. and Ruth Sydler,
to the Holy Land (Jerusalem: Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi 1996) [Hebrew.], 12-13; H. Kanaan, The Nazi Fifth Column in Palestine 1933-1948 (Lochr
(17) H. Glenk, H. Blaich and M. Haering, From Desert Sands to Golden Oranges: the History of the German Templer Settlement of Sarona
undoubtedly so." This was already after the evacuation of the main group of Germans on April 22. Gen. Sir A. Cunningham to the Secretar
the Colonies. (Many thanks to M. Higgins).

(18) Sauer, Holy Land Called, 270; P. Hornung, From Palestine to Cyprus (unpublished article, 2003), 1; Glenk, From Desert Sands, 225. (
(19) Sauer, Holy Land Called, 272-273. This was the first group to leave camp. Other groups followed in December 1948 and January and

(20) Acting Governor of Cyprus to High Commissioner of Palestine, Telegram no. 262, April 29, 1948, PRO file FO371/68626, insisting that
Australia".

(21) I. Blaich, Beyond the Plain of Sharon, the Wennagel Family Story, (in press, Melbourne), 44.

(22) Counting the numbers of persons in each departing group (see note 19 above).

(23) Hornung, From Palestine to Cyprus, 2; Sauer, Holy Land Called, 271.

(24) Bogner, Deportation Island, 201. Bogner indicates a group of 1000 German POWs. Dekelia is sometimes spelled Dehkelia or Dikelya;
(25) M. Lobert, "Templers' Stay on Cyprus" in 1948, paper presented at a meeting of the 60th reunion of the Tatura camp internees, Echu
(26) R. Q. Eppinger, "Cyprus Diary" in Die Warte Des Tempels 267 and 268, (May 1969) and (June 1969). (Many thanks to M. Higgins).
(27) Sauer, Holy Land Called, 273.

(28) Bogner, Deportation Island, 47.

(29) I. A. Lussin, Column of Fire, Chapters in the History of Zionism (Jerusalem: Keter Publishing House, Shikmona, in cooperation with Isi
(30) Bogner, Deportation Island, 29-39.

(31) Central Zionist Archive (CZA), Jerusalem, Photographs 1081330 and 1081331, J21, 2-3.
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(33) P. Ch. Papavassiliou, personal communication, March 2005; Bogner 1991, 307-313.

(34) Bogner, Deportation Island, 311.

(35) There were five completed tunnels and seven more which were not completed because they were found by British surveillance. Out of
(36) Interview with M. D., February 2005.

(37) Bogner, Deportation Island, 222. Somewhat different figures were given by CNA (Cyprus News Agency, broadcasted June 6 1988, do«
(38) Z. Vilnay, Encyclopedia for Land of Israel Studies (Tel Aviv: Am Oved, 1976), 7031.

(39) Y. Roman, "The Forgotten Jews of Cyprus," Eretz July-August (2001): 26-38. Margo (today Gaziler) was in the past a Jewish colony ir
(40) P. Ch. Papavassiliou, personal communication, March 2005; E. Gilan, From a Land of Exile to the Chosen Land, the Story of a Comma
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(43) Lobert, "Templers," 3.
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(46) Gilan, 'Shurot Hameginim', 43-61 describes in detail the involvement of the Jewish underground in the camps.
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(48) Ibid., 310, citing the report of the "special ship", August 1948--January 1949, IDF Archive document 1046/70/110/ZA.
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United Kibbutz Movement, 1985) [Hebrew], describing Major Maitland, the commandant of camp 65, where all the children were housed, ¢
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